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::JI'PE , Wici·C<Jll Bonhun t 

LAll. NO I 751780 

X-RAY NO I' 21 

PHOTO NOS I W. 74/75 
WB 77 
66m27 1,2 
66m28 2 
BW66m 1 1,2 

When received in the laboratory the objects were sitting one 
on top of the other in a block of soil. 

Firs t they were exal.\ined for fibres and one was found on the 
surface of the soil on tho upper oomb. This was a wool fibre but 
as it was so near the surfaoe and was not attaohed to the objeot 
itself, only soil, it was probably contwnination. No other fibres 
wore found during cleaning which was oarried out under a microscope. 
It lias been sugaested that the short fibres whioh gathered at the 
base of the teeth, and would most likely be able to be preserved 
by replacemen t by iron corrosion produc ts, could be removed and 
spun separately (Wild 1970). 

'L'he 'combs consist of two rows of teeth set into a wooden handle 
which is bound round on four and a hal f sid as by shae t iron. It 
is this sheet iron which has held the teeth in position as the 
wooden handl e has alinos t cOlnpl e tely decayed 1 eav ing only sOlUe 
traces on the ends of some teeth rold on the surrounding iron. These 
combs are often found as a nUlUber of loose teeth with points at 
one end and being slightly bent at the other where they had been 
set into the handle (Hoffmann 1964; Brodribb £.:t: al 1973). 
'fhe iron was attached to ·the wooden handle by tine., nail s, no heads 
of which remain, But the shafts of two and a small sec tion of the 
third aro still present. They resemble the descript'on of Scan­
dinavian examples al though no traoo could be found of a handle 
which waD fixed at the centre of the row of teeth and at right 
auglos to it. (liofflllanll 1.964; illustration in Brodribb 2..! ~11973). 

'l'ho tHetil are set at an angle into the handle and some spring 
still remains inthe, •• The oomplete comb has twolve teoth in the 
top row aud thirteen in the bottom row. '1'lle incomplete 00lilb which 
is .:lissinG one end haD eleven teeth in the top row and twelve in 
the bottom row. The teoth are roughly diamond-shaped (unlike the 
Shakenoak examples which arB round seotioned), with one end pointed 
and the other flat being set right through the handle to tho sheet 
iroll at; the baok. 

III cleaning SOIilB od the teeth to reveal their sllape it was found 
that the iron did not reaot to 1,180hanieal oleanin(e as I:lOst arohae. 
ologioal iron, A Burfaoe coating of soil and a little rust fla~ed 
off oleanly to reveal a slnooth shiny black surface underneath, This 
was not so nlone the wll01e length of tho teoth. When a metal seotion 
was taken it was found that a cODsidoraule Inetul oore relnained. 



In cO.:l ... ,ln(; wuol one co"b \'I:..l,S fixed to n 1103 t and tile other held 
in the halld. i)oth CO;1I0S W01'e heatod and the woul was kept moist 
to make cOlnnin&; ea:..>i8r and to 1cevp tho fibl'l'-)s to{.~other. '1'11e wool 
was placed Oll ~h0 fixed COlli b in onu diroc tion o,nd durinG combing 
it was trar.sfol'l'od to tho freD co.Jib and tHon t)J a chango in 
directio'i or the ~ trol(8s transferred to the fixed comb, Tho combed 
wool VIa::. drawn off and eo;,lhed au t a sGcond. tiiilQ in tho same way. 
( Wild 1:;'10 ). 

A 38.\(ll,10 of tho l'eL1aIiIi.ligg wood was taken and this was eX&lnined 
by Mrs. C. Keupax of the Laboratory. She renorted that it was wood 
replacc;d by irun cOl~rooion produ0ti3, prooabi y oal< (~£E£~ sp.) 
(Report no. 8/'1 'i). 

fllho Jllatal :-.:ection VIas exan:'lned by Dr. R.II'. 'I'Jleoote of the 
Dopar~nent of Metallurgy, University of Nowcastle. He ropoted that 
it consrun tva j(d3.L~lJ of deformc.:d, fine-grained ferl'i te with SOlUe 
slight carburization 011 a small part of tilO Burfaco. Tile hardness 
wan ill th0 range 190-200 EV and fru!!l thiD and the otching ....:harac­
toris ties ho Vlould sus pee t tha G it con t;aineu appreciablo phospljorus. 
It \Vas !.ldlt posaiolc to sUJ whether it was d.cawn or hammered. 

Referonces 
llrodribu, A.C., Hands, A.R., and Walker, D.R., (1973) 

EX2.~fi:li2E.!:'. ~ Sh2:!.<.~E.£!!:!.<. IV. Privately prill ted. 
Hoffmann, l,\o.rta (1964) 

'1'he Warn 'i/eip;hted Loom. Oslo. 
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Tex.Elf. ME':~uff':£!\lE'£ i!:. 1!!£ H 0Ej;h£E~ ~£l!1.!!:11_ Pr£~i~££!!. C am bridge 

TREA'l'UEN'1' 

1. Mechanical removal of tile soil. 
2. 101eohanlieal eleaning of so,ne of tho 1,ins. 
,. Stuck wi~h HMG (cellulose nitrate). 
4. Filled in somB gaps with Araldite for strength. 

I'1.B. these objects have not been stabalised. 

M.G. Edwards 3.11.75 
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