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This report is sent to keep excavators informed of the progress of work 
on their material and is not to be considered as necessarily representing the 
final conclusions on the ruk reported. Thus the Chief Laboratory Offioer 
should be informed of any intention to publish information given in an A.M.L. 
Interim Report so that he may advise as to its suitability for publioation. 

On oompletion of an investigation, a formal report, correlating the 
information notified in any Interim Report will be prepared by the Laboratory. 
This report ~ inolude a revision of conclusions previously notified. 

'NINKLEBURY 

EXCAVATOR Central Un! t 

760313 951-9900 
!Ashy loam l~er sealed between clay layers of pit.?Identity of white flecks • liCot ramal.ns. 

The white flecks were found to be small tunnel-like structures about 0.5 to 1.Omm 

in di3meter.This material effervesces very strongly with dilute hydrochloric 

acid,indicating that it is a carbonate,probably caloium carbonate (chalk). 

This might be compared with the calcium carbona te l'it~Ced fungal hyphae disoovered 

in the position of a 'stake' on the previous exoavation at Winklebury (A.M.Lab. 

report by Mr.L.Biek 6th Sept. 1960).However,when examined at high ~gnificationt 

the material was found to be composed of a regular arrangement of granules 

resembling cellular structure.It therefore appears that the replaced structures 

in this case may have been plant roots. 
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760314 775-9901 
, 

",. Vegetable matter? Greenish-spongy textured with fibrous appearanoe.Low down in pit' 

Thissample was not found to disl'le,y a greenish oolour when exemined - it is 7.5YR 4/2 moist 

(brown) on the }lunsell chart-There was no obvious 'fibrous 'appearanoe,although the 

presenoe of modern reote me,y have given this impression-The sample ia a loam oontaining 

a large amount of finely divided wood charooal and a few snail shells.It lIeems that 

lIome ash 1Ie,y also be present-This could aooount for the unusual texture noted in the 

field. 
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7603f6 6~3901 

, Carbonised grain - challe baold'Ul' 

Sample lito 6. Siege (dam p) 

The eample was treated as desoribed for the previous sample,exoept that it was 

not clr,y sieved firstoThe tlotant 11" sorted and lias found to oontain the follolling 

lIateriall-

1)A IIsdium amount of IIOdem roota. 

2)80lle inaeot rellaina (polcibly .odem). 

3)A larae quantity of snail shells. 

4)A larae amount of finely divided lIood charcoal.!" 

5)~ charred oereal gratn. (separated for identifioation) 

Beoause of the oOllparative laole of oereal grains,it lIaB not thought worthwhUe 

to sieve the non-floating residues for these. 

"'Vany of the fragments were too sllall for 1dentifioation'"but the following speoies 

__ identitiedl-

Ash (Fraxinus exoelsior L.) 
Oalc (Querous ep.) 
Probably hawthc>m-ty'(le (Crataegull/p~}falus/8orbull lip.) 
Possible hazel or alder (Alnus glutinosa~) 



760317 903 - 3902 

'Cbarooal,seed,and burnt bono- ohalk baokfill' 

SlIIIp'le wt. -5. 7kg. (da"'r) 

The sample was treated as desoribed tor sample 760315.The tlotant was toun," to' contain:

i)! large amount of modem root material. 

2)Some inaed romains.lost ot these are poasibly modem,but somet of them 800m to 

be ~plaood by caloium oarbonate and oould therefore be older. TheBe are being studied 

further. 

3)Some snail shells. 

" ~)Some tinely divided wood charooal 

5)A tew "oorly oharred oereal grains,(separated for identifioation). 

6)T~ fragments ot spongy bone and a tew small mammal vertebrae were present in the 

tlotant.Larger fragaents ot burnt bone were present in the non-tloating residue. 

Beoause ot the oomparativs laok ot oereal graina,it was not thought worthwhile 

to sieve the non-floating residue. 

'II Many of the fraglDBnts were too small tor identifioation,but the following speoies 

were tound to be presentl-

Ash 
Oak 
Hawthorn-type 
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760318 1268 - 2900 

'Deposit on walls and base of pot-found at blUle of ohalk back fill/top of primary ailts 
of pi teRemains of oontents of pot? I 

This ill a charred material with a spongy texture.No reoognisable struoture was seen. 

The aample might be submitted for ohemioal an~is of toad substanoe residues. 

In similar oases of this kind,it is more valuable to have the residue 

submitted in position on the poteIt would also be of interest to have a soil sample 

~ the deposit in whioh the pot was found. 


