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A small piece of the black material from the Sample 1@ 

soil sample was placed in molten potassium 

chlorate. The resulting reaction produced a deep 

wink colouration}indicating the presence of 

manganese. The t est was repeated on another piece 

of the black material,producing a similar result. 

Conclusion: 

The black staining is due to the 

~rosence of manganese oxides in the soil. This is 

a common. feature of many gravel sites and may be 

produced by natural phenamena,suoh as fluctuations 

in the water- table,or a s a r esult of compaction of 

the soil surface caused by human activity on the 

site. 


