
REJ'Oi\T ON BOI'IB3 OF EIRDS F'H<1\ .i'Hli: HQ.!AN V.ILLA ~% 
A quite considerable n~ber of the bones .Jhurned ·out t;;' be mammals,~~ SfP' 

including rabbit1hare fox and dog. The bird bones I have described i\; \. 
I · ' 

under tb.e re:tre'rimce numbers fran' 't.lie list you supplied, so where 

no results are give~at all, it indicates that the whole of the bag 

ccntent was mammal(\~.: 1$ t I 7 ,t~' t"i ,I'J 2.? . 33 I sG ,3tq. S~a.) -:::, 

REF.NO. ~ ~qo?.k I 
28, Peacock, (~ sp,) one bone, 

80, Cl:cllll. ( CorvUs sp.) one bone, 
I28. Peacock, (Pavo sp.) one bone. 

,- ( 

' ' 

-~ GOOSE. (Anser sp,) A snallish tarso metatarsus, Impossible ti<l. 

'l--'2. define with my rather imperfect ref. material, 

264, GOOSE. (Anser sp.) This seems to be a robust Grey lag type. 
. . 

Peacock, (Pavo sp.) Leg bone bearing a spur. 

Domestic Fowl. ( Gallus sp.) One bone. 

Stock Dove. (Columba oenas). One bone. 

? Blackbird or similar. ( Turdus sp.) One bone. 

355, Goose, (~r sp.) one bone. 

435, Domes~ic Fowl, (Gallus sp,) one bone, 
565, Mallard, (Anas platyrhyllchos) one bone. 

Domest. Fowl, (Gallus sp.) One bird represented, 

Wigeon. (Anas penelope). One bone. 

QuaU, (Coturnix coturnix) one bone, 

669, Mallard. (Anas platyrbynchos) one bone. 

Duck. A smaller species, perhaps Garganey 1 ~ 
Stock Dove. ( Co1umba oenas). Bones of one adult. 
Dom. Fowl. (Gallus sp,) one bone, 

707. Dom. Fowl. (Gallus sp.) one bone. 

727, Partridge , (Perdix pemdix). one bone. 

?!;luck, domestic, (Anas ep.) one bone. --
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Grouse sp. (Lagopus sp.) one bone. ,... 
Domestic Fowl, (Gallus ,P ) Two or three birds. 

Red-Breaste,~ Merganser. (Mergus serrator) breast bone. 

7~9,?,Gargsney,k£tae:e crecsa} one bone. ( Anu querquedul>.) 

?84; Golden Plover, (Charadrius apricarius). one bone. 

Domest, Fowl , (Gallus sp.) Remains of 3 birds. 
Goose , (Anser sp. ) one bone. 

Mallard, {Anas platyr~cbos) one bme. 

Peacock, (Pavo sp,) A considerable variety of bones , which, '-with those from other bags, see above, make up a 
o.,f. 

good part ot' the skeleton of one peacock 
1 
ot" male 

XXXXXX)O<XXXXXXXXXXX 

~r:l. SEP. 1"~7 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ABOVE LIST. 1"'- i),;hL<vv 

Three ot' the above seem to be first records for Reman si tesL( aee.--
(l~.~ti~ \ ~ 

'*oi'd.ing ~e/\Fisher, I96'6J, These are Peacock , Quail and Merganser. 

The most :Important of these ~s the peacock as it appears in Rom

an art, e.g. o~osaics. The excavator will no doubt know of' the 

particular attributes of the bird in Roman mythology. I would 
·." ol:har 

:Imagine that the scarcity of peacock remains in~Ranan sites 

might indicate that Gt, Staughton v.illa was a place of some 

special significance, The wild birds in §his collection a-::e 
all well-known game. :-. · · 

. · 'Q.uail-~<ls a summer migrant to this country 
n 

but the plover and ducks are more likely to be taken in Autumn 

or winter when they come together in large flocks. 

*Ref, The Shell Bird Book. Fisher,James, Ebury Press and Michael 
Joseph. I966. 

1 Acknowledgements; ~olton Museum Zoology Dept.J and Ralph 
. Harcourt, for reference material, 
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