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Introduotion and MethodA 

'l'h$_ bones from this si ta fonned thr"" groups, By far the largest, oomprising 
•• &c...."""~ 

/;lome 8,500 identifiable PJoi&@!I .. ~tlil, VIllS mad" up of tho Ill" terial from the v/,rioue 

features of the Neolithio levela. 'l'h1" haD been treated all a single entity. The 

othel' g;roups al'e from the Late Bronze AGO, 7') speoimens, and the Iron Age, 180 

IlpeOilllens. Th\lmatel'ial is dellol'ibed in ohronologioal oroSl'. 

All llIeasurel))l!nts are in millimetl'es. 

meaf;lul'6d aorolls t4e e.l'tioular surfa.oea. 

D!!lIoriptlon of Material 

I N!oUth10 

'l'hs extl'omi ties of long bonell were 

<,) The bQnes were in an exoellent stc;te of preservation and in partiCUlar there 

wae an e.8to~ebingly h1gb number of entire,/l.llllost perfeot, pig bonell, many wHh 

fully fused epiphyses. As a genel'al .rule tho rell1aine of this speoills preserve 

less well than those of other ~ngu1c;tes. This si 1;e however proved a remarkable 

exoeption. '1'he speoies pr8sent Were pig, oattle, auroohs, sheap, goat, dog, horse, 

rad deer, roe deel', fox, bad~er, beaver, watel~vole. bil~a and oyster. 

All members of the skeleton of cattle and pigs were about equally represented 

wi th the exoeption of jawfl, teeth and skull. 'J'hese were very few and in plirtioular 

was this eo with the cattle horn 001'e8 - only I, melisurable - and skulls of whioh 

there was only one. but muoh dlilflal'ted. (Plat~;:r 

'l'ab] e .,.1-,-,_-"", 
19& TIO~-·-
85 (12 

Minimym 
Pig 
Cattle 
Sheep 5 (2 

'11he figures in bracket" are 
'L'hees are dllrived from Grahn.me' s 
species. (" ) • 

D Pif (Su~ scrofa) 

Goat 
Ilor:;e 
Auroclw 

thooe of 

t"Lle of 

numLeJ"s lI1' eaoh BEeoies 
II Hed Deer 14 Badger 1 
3 Hoe DellI' 2 Fox 2 
3 Dog 4 !leaver 1 
minjnnwl numbers in the 1952 exoavations. 
the oountu of bona type from Ilaoh 

This speoies far exoeeded all others ttl nlUnber and from the absenoo of any 

speoimens large enough to suggest wild boar, a.[l were probably domeetioated. 

There was one unusua Hy long, ourved but relatively Ellender tusk. (Plate JL 
~ 

'!'hOI measurements (Table 2.) show that 1;)", tallest of the Durrington Walla' piga 

stood about the same height as Pitt Hi Vd'" , tOB t, animal whioh was 28" (71 oma) at 

th", shoulder. 

All age groups were l'epreaanted, fl'otn very young piglet$ to fully fIllItUl'(> adults 

wHh all epiphytles fuaad and the lower third inolaI' heavily worn, but youngel' 

immature animalll were muoh in the majority. It ia unknown at What ages thll varlouo 

epiphyses of the long bones of pl'o)hietol'io animals fus~d. It is likely however 

that the sequenoe in whioh fusion ooour!'&! haa remained una 1 tered. Aocoroingly the 

long bone Bxtremi ties were grouped into early fUBing and late fusing moieties .for 
, ' 

both pig and oattle. J?or the pig, even in the oarly fueing group about half the • 
total number of bones had unfuaed epiphy~es and in the late fusing' group the 

n>Y>nol'illon is Isss than ono third. (Pigs !l4~) 



\'~/ 
'Pu.l, 1 (: :-: . t.len mll'dl:\U n t f) of r) i ,F HUHu;j 
--~-~~. -'.-- ,--,----~-~---- .--~-----~ 

lIulllt:lrUB ---
'p .. 1. 1tH, 191 I \)~ 1 ;)6 1 'Ii! 1 '.Hl c03" ;-!Ob ~..I] ? 

T.l.h. 162 175 171, 177 173 17, I " 1 J ~j? 11;0 1H6 lb,! 

m.s.d. ltl 20 21 22 21 ;"1 21 ~~O 2(\ " , ... , <'() 

rt'~ d.w. 2,) 53 51, 31, 32 51 51 52 31, 32 35 2'{- 35(1;>2) 

~~~El 
T .1. 131 11,1i 151 155 1~)6" 

p.w. 27 27 30 32 33 
m. a.d. 18 20 20 22 20 

d.w. 29 28 29 31 32 

Ji'f)mllr 

T.l .. 213 218 225 230" 

rn.s.d. 20 20 20 20 

d.w. 45 49 48 50 

Tibia 

T.l. f 180 182 181, 186 1117 lil8 Hl13 Iil9 192 191, 195 
p.w. 47 50 1,9 1,6 51 1,8 I,,) 50 )2 1,13 
tn. s.d. 19 22 22 22 23 22 25 23 22 21, 22 
d.w. 21 22 22 22 23 21 22 23 23 2) 22 

1'. 1 • 196 197 198 19n 19n 199 200 203 203 201." 20n 
p.w. 1,8 1,8 51 51 1,8 51 52 51 
In.s.d. 22 22 22 22 23 26 23 22 23 22 22 
d.VI. 22 22 2'> 

" 23 23 24 23 22 23 23 22 

Calcaneum 

A 'l'otal length 72 - 8<) (1) 

J.,. (Mii f 
i\ Total length 31 - 38 ( 25) 

, 
~ 
'( T.!. ~ Total length. m.s.d. - miu'shui't diameter ~." 

(hwnel'u B only) 
, 

T.1.h. * T.l. to head d,w. ~ di at,.l width. , 
~ p.w • • proximal width. , 

t~ , 
If denotes a 1enlf,th identioal to thai of Pitt Hi vel's' teat animal. ( /7.) : ;r 

(' " 
f 'Pho ti bial. spino is not included in this mOaBUl'a"ltlnt. , 
}l""i f':ll re s in brackets denote numhar of specimons measured. 



/'0. E.'~ ttl a (po ti t,Hll:-t.W) 
~--,~-- . 

'l"llS minimwn numbBr of '!llj'On.l L'; rOjlrenvntod Wl.lLi fJ5. 

3. and l,~ show that t1;eHO OilttlO Vlara very 8 illli luI' to those describod from other 

Neolithic sites ('0./6) und L},at (}'Hll' lwight waG 1,1\-~)6 ina. (1C2-11,3 cmB). 

Al though the number of npooiroenB avalli\ble 1'01' tho two }oethod" requiring 

complete roetapodiala is smu 11 the dari vael i nd.l lOS" ('l'ublo 1,.), the hiBtogrums and 

the matapodial length/breadtL indIcas (Figi 1t-.1.) all Beem to indicate thi\t 

ci\stration '!las praotioed. If a cattle popula LIon consists only of entira males 

and females, aB for example at 8turlfC,\l'r, tl}e bone meaf!uremente will fall, wi tb 

only el1g4t overlap into two groups. (,I.). At Durrington Walls this is not 

ths oae~. The mstapodisls of cows are shorter than those of staers but 

slender while, in tho bull, they are relativaly short and thick. (/&). 

bones tl'9m this eite conform to thiG pattern. (#,J..? ). 
The 'Elpiphyaeal fusion ahows a preponderance of fully mature animals 

....... rew Ul)fullied. ~piphysea even in the early fusing group. (r"igs.5 or. 
similar finding was reported from the 1952 excavation. (II ). 

Humerus 

Table 3. 
T.!. 

260 

Measurements of Cat tIs Done,! 

p.w .. mfa.d. d.w. 

38 71 
65-87 (66) 

equally 

'!'hI) 

with 

A 

90-102( 2) ,E. t. primigenius 

Radiull 

Tibia --

~ Cores 

210 68 
271, 71 

6 3-82( 52) 

101 ( 1) 

318 96 

108 
<I' 

]Jasal oircumi'eranCEl 150; 
376 (Diameters 127 x 101) 

'It D.. 811:.11. 1'104<- I.. 

60 

57-78(37) 

57 

43-60 (30) 

175; 

'fable I,. Cattle Metapodiala 

]}... t. prigdganiuB __ _ 

220, 226, 

~~~)~geniua 

------------
Wetao!l:£l2a1s 

T.l. p.w. m.s.d. d~w. m.s.d.1~ d.w.HXl Bex lit. Bt. 
t.l. t.l. ;l.na. ome. 

194 55 31 58 16.0 29.9 Cow 48 122 

203 55 31 59 15·3 29.2 Cow 5l 129 

205 55 34 61 16.6 29.9 Cow 51 129 
205 6l 38 65 1 F!.6 30.7 Bull 52 131 

215 35 65 16·3 30.3 Steer 54 138 

215 67 38 69 17·7 32•1 Bull/Steer 56 144 

-. >; -

, 
i: 
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1,letat.llr~ 

rr,l. PlOW. rn.f;.d. \ I . VJ • !!I.H.d. IOU d.w.J(l(j Sex I1t. lit. --t:T.-- .--~---

Ll. ine. oms. 

214 42 21, 1,7 11.2 :~ 1. ~ Cow 1,7 120 

217 42 25 52 11.0 21,. () Cow 48 122 

219 47 27 51, 12·3 ?l i .7 COVI 1,8 123 

227 42 25 53 11.0 23·1, Cow 50 127 

233 116 27 511 11.6 23·2 Cow/Steer 52 131 

Sex dl;ltel'llli na tions a.re based on the brawl ~h/l angth indices. ( 1.3 ) 

Fol;' o~loulations of tho hei£:ht tho lengths of the metapodials were multiplied 

by the following factors - Metaoarpals, 6.71, 6.1,0 and 6.31 for bulls, steers 

and oowa respeotively. 

5,71 and 5.63·(.t). 
The equivalent fo.oLors for the metatarsals are 6.0, 

Ht. ~ height at tha withal's. 

p. Aurochs (Ball ~aul.'W!. prim.(f,'ll~®s) 
~Vel'al very large bovine bonos were of aurochs (Fig. I ) as was the 1,6 mm. 

lower third molal'. (7). A few of the largest identified as of domestic oattls 

may well havs "been aurochs as there is some overlap in the dimensions of the two 

srecies. 

The moet impressive Breoimen in th" whole oolleotion was a huge horn oore 

wi th the tip missing and of basal oiroumference 376 mm. (iii 8OU; '" lP1 J OJ). 

It is possible that this oame from the Barne animal as the astrag~luB of 97 mOl. 

There is only one speoimen of thi s si 7,e figured by Grigaon ( /1.) and neither 

Start Carr nor Windmill Hill produced i to equal BO it was probably a very large 

bull. 

Sheep (Ovis aria~) (3.) 
As BeelDS uaual from Neoli thic si t·ea thin species was poorly represented. 

There were only 75 specimens from 5 individualu ,md these indicated slDall 

slender animals of the type found little altered throughout the arohaeologioal 

reoord froID the time of their original introduction in the Neoli thio right up 

to tho Mediaeval period. 

Humerus - Diatal width 24 - 28 ( 8) 

Radius - Proximal " 24 - 28 (5) 
Tibia Distal " 21 (1) 

Meta tal'BAl- II " 24 - 25 (2) 

Lower thh'd IDolaI' - Length 19 - 23 (6) 

- 4 -



c." ~ (C"lll'U hirClUl) -' ... -,-~.---------
L, The only bone '!cafi!)i ttJ,ly . .cun .. ddeNd to be 0 r {;OU t (rom thb collection wa" 

.4 

one complete metaoarpal. Ito measuremonto Vlere 

~'o tul length 

Proximal width 
MIl! tJ~ .. /1- \ iA..u.... 
llistaT width 

M.B.d.lOO/t.l. 

lOS mm. 

22 

~~ 

It ill pessible that 80me of tho other bontm ascribed to sheep may in fact 

haVe been of goat4.v'" 4s the total number of' s:>ecimens f'rom both speoies is eo 

",mall thh ie e.f little oonsequenoe. ~Q'''Ri'hl.iI al~8ls~8l\ Elf ~ Y8"~'oat 
. WU_\ 

w~e found at Windmill Hill. (.,)/ A"Al .+~ AMoo -.. ,.)(.A..f; '-c:.A .... M.~ .. : ·tk. "" .. -kM.tJ. ~'" "v~·f;v/..IU"k ( , ). 
Dog (~anis ~Uflrili) . 

~'berell\lolnf!. (ligbteen epeeim(lns in all, were very soattered and fragmentary. 
. .' ' - i 

They represented a minimum of four individuals. The only tv.\) oomplete long 

bon\'ls, both f(lmora, eugge",t a shoulder height 01' 11,-15" (35-38 ems.) and 

,18-19 (4~HI8 oms.). l'sspllCtively. 

Table :2. Measurements of DoC; !lones 

Femur 122 ~ 80 
160 - 13 

Ml.j.length. 20 21 22 22 23 24 24 

Tooth row I 'II, &> 82 83 

XTotal length and mid shaft d1"meter 

1\ Ml ~ lower 1st molar, oarnaesial. I, /, 'II ) ",".4 
.14. €~~~ l;l.:~~ 3'1 c ........ ~ 1M- ""i'--l,.,~d..,.. t;;;f (.-. 

--C N1c.MI-u #0.+ '3J.AJIi.~ ~ Av'b~ Mv-~,,--!) 
Horae (Eauus cabalJus) 

Q,!aiP .... ftlahl<ii- 91:. ctb.ie-.ap&ej 98 aP'>-ll"iI'"QJ,l,y~ rOl'Q fl1eQl Neelitfti..g "Itt't'Ila. --( ). ~ three animals are represented; their heights were found to vary 

from 12.3 to 14.2 hande (129-148 oms.). ~'hi8 differenoe, whioh may seem large, 

iB no more than could be explained by normal v"riation within a population. 

Even at the preoent da~ with control of 

shoVi a similar size variation. (/1) • 

breeditlg many breeds of hOl'se and pony 
I 

'I'able 6. Measurements of Horss Hones 

T.1. p.w .. 

Radius 319 68 

7~75(2) 

Metaoarpal 201 41 

Femur 394 ... 
1st Phalanx 85 50 

70 

65 41, 

64 42 

m .. s.d. 

34 

28 

37 

d.w. 

58 

40 

Ht. lit. 
ome. Hands 

138 13.3 
.,. .. 

129 12.3 .' 

148 11102 

i 



1l~~ (Cel'Vl1li eluphus) 

The bone. evidauc8 t;ll~~gUfjtH a I1l1l1irll\un or .i'ivu i~nil:\i.ll:J but t,!j(~ h:ltlul'ti, 

fourteen, p080ibly one or two "'01"<). 'Phere \'/01'e ,"TOil t. nUfulHH'U or uutlOl'H 

inoludin.~ many bl'Oken tips unci oill!.'H' fru.I~lOunL:--j. 

29 were from killed or dead anjmals. 

All sizes were inoluded,from tbou8 of i'il',;t or second year anim[lls r1e:ht up to 

the massive speoimens of fully mature stag-s; i __ .. .J...v.. ~~...... 4¥\J\A.., -t.....,,,,,,,,,, 
.... vet.. ..4- ,,~"""""'u.s. 

Radiuu proximal width 50-57 (4) 

distal " 47 
H\\Inerua diatal " 1,6-56 (6) 

'Pi bia " " 41-1.5 (2) 

1)):'oxitnal " 72 
Metatarsal eli still " 1,5 

l11etacarpal t.l.C',)O. p.w.3? 

Ifl. l~. d. 22. d. VI. 40. 

Hoe Deer (Capl'soluB capreolus) 

There were fewer than 20 spocimentl including a few cast antlers. 

Small wild mammal s 

This group, wi th the number of bone "psolmsnc from each in brackets, 

consisted of fox (6), badger (1), beaver (2) and Vlater vole (3). 

Birds 

F'ive different speoies have beon identified although the number of bird 

bones was only e ieht. 1'hose Viere wild duck, probably llIallard, raven, wcodoock, 

cormorant and kite. Even at tho present day the cormorant oan be seon on 

rivers quite far inland and in Neolithio times it is evident, not unexpectedly, 

that it came even further. It is pOBsible howBver that both it and the Oyster 

were brought by a visitor or returni nr; traveller from the coast. The lei te and 

raven are both scavangel's and were proLably ~ very ccmlUon in prehistoric 

times. The previous earliest l'Boord of' the kite seems to be from the Iron 

Aee. ( I ). 

II Late Bl~nze Ac~ 

These bones were markedly less well preserved than those from the Neolithio 

levela. The surfaces wore severely pitted and el~ded. The animal apeoies 

present were oattle, borse, sheep, pig, dog and red deer. There was also part 

of the shaft of a human fomur, 1'ho total number of bones, seventy five, was 

too small to allow of any analysia. 

only nine speoimens. 

3heop, pig and red deer together provided 

- 6 -
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Cat Ue 

It has buon uhOWll Lltilt Ci;t,I,!e \)(:C1J.!IIe d'o"Td;;;;ive1.'l sUit-dIe]' fn)!ll thd ::U(JljUl1c 

onwards ( ") and, thOlli,'1l Lllu t~l\>UJ 1., tou .,I;III!] to d L'i;J.W eoneluuionfJ) :; t 

the measurements of tho;]o from thin t,it0 10f]dc~t tiliJ paLtt;l'lI .. (Th1)}.1j I ). 
(Pu.b] 0 _l~~_, __ J~~~~:,~~~t~!~.{!'~~~ ~_~ l' Crt t. t}_~. J!.9no.p.. 

Horse 

Humerus 

Radiue 

Astragalus 

1 lilt Phalanx 

1.43 
Metacarpals 

t.l. 

164 
182 

p.w .. 

di.:'tal width 

" " 
ler\gth 

proximul width 

length 

m.o.d. 

2£1 

27 

d.VI. !:oW""""" • 
m. fl.d.IOO 
-t.l. 

17 .1 

11,.8 

67 

62.67 

57 
22·-23 (3) 

38.5 

Ii'. 
d.w.lOO 

t.l. -

29.9 

27·5 

llt " 

45 

omo. .:s" en 

105 C."" 
116 c.. .... 

~lhe only speoiman of nota wan a subs t,antially complete but damaged 

mandible. The longth of the tooth row was 169 mm. 

At the bottom of the l>Mlt Ditch tber" WU8 a nearly complete skeleton. 

Both mandibles were present but no other part of the skull. 'I'he bone 

dimensions sugl'·est an animal ttbout the fJt"e of a Lsbrador; 21-22" (53-56 cms.) 

at the shouldsr. 

'1'" ble ~_ L1e~~~l!.!'._of .J~.iL!l9nss 

l!wnerus 164-12 F'emu!' 176-12 

Radius 

Ulna 

JAandiblo, 

" 
111 

161,-12 

192·-11 

greatest 

tooth row 

length 

'J'ihifl l76-1l 

.lungth 1 ,6 

72 

20.7 

'l'llo total length and mid sbaft dlarndl.or of eaoh long bone iB given. 

III Iron Age 

'I'ha remains of cattle, sheep, hOl'ue, pig, dog and red deer wel'e present 

but the last two species provided only three spocimens betwBBn them and those 

of the pig were too few to warrant further I.,mtion. 

Cattle 
Tabla 10. Measurements of Cattle Ilanas 

Radius proximal width 70 

" distal " 56.63 
Tibia " " 1,6 

Astragalus greatest lOllgth 57 
"'_.L_-'- __ ~ __ ... . . ~~-

, 
f' 



F'ew honcs were measurable but Bomo of tlJ<3tlH were as large liS or 1Li1'(\Or tll4Q 

Neolithic ran(,'e as "llOwn ill Fig. 1. ~'he wetLi!;".l'''''] (22) nUll.) in parUcular is 

notewortby. 'l'he longest recorded by Jucks"n WlIt) 2) 3 IIUIl. (/~)"'''ACornwalJ 

givos u maximum lUeUlJUHHllont "f 2] 0 wm. for' LllO Cel U c lrJ(. ( 1'- ). However, it 

UilOUld be remarked thut whiJo tho <iifCen)llc(} way ueUJII large in a separate bone, 

in tho living tJnimal it would WII<,Ullt to ',Illy [JoliJe 3 Olllf;. difference in hei,;ht 

whioh would 30aroely be approc.iable. ( .. ) 

Twelve identifiable specimens showed the pre13onco of two adults and three 

;tambrl, two of them approximately six montlw old. 

Thers was one oomplete metatarsal, (123 t.1., 16 p.w., 14 m.s.d., 21 d.w.). 

Horse 

One nearly oOIJlplete mandible was from an tJ year old atallion and a complete 

metaoarpal indicated the typical Iron Age pony of about 12k hands. (131 cms.) 

(205 t.l., 45 p.w., 2tJ m.B.d., 44 d.w.). 

Patholo~ 

(a) Neolithio 

Pig The tibia of a young animal had ti deep cavity on its medial aspect 

oaused by an abscess. 2'he periosteal reaction had extended over the postsrior 

surfaoe. (Plate 'iii ). A last thoraoic vertebra showed marked osteophytio 

lipping. As far as could be BeBn the articular surface was not affected 00 that 

this was probably a senile change. (Plate 1i" ) . 
Red Deer. A fracture in the lower part of tho shaft of the tibia had 

united but with much distortion and shortening. (Plate.i"'). Injuries of this 

sort are no t UnCOlJUllOn among red deer and cause them lit tle inoonvenience. 

(b) -Iron A@ 

Cattle A first phalanx showed wideopread perlosteitis but ~ 

invol vemant of the artIcular 8uri'uceu. (Plate VI ). '1'hi13 might have been a 

sequel to a penetrating wound which subsequently b8cwne infeoted or to the 

cundition known as neorotic podudeI1lJatitis. 2'hIs start:; in the Interdigital 

space but if neGJected can J3pread and involve the re~t of the foot. It is 

oaused by the soil organisUl FUHiformis neoropllorull and ia often assooiated with 

wet muddy conditions. i~' 

Discussion 

99no;ral It is likely that the charaoter of a bone oolleotion fxom a ritual 

site suoh as this will be differ"nt from that of a oontemporary settlement Bite and 

it would be an error to assume that the ccelative proportions of the bones of 

different domestio speoies fuund hel"" necessarily refleot thoBe of Neolithio live-

~took as a whole. At no other Neulithic s.lte lUlOwn to the writer has tha number 

of pi8f;l been BO muoh in excess of all otlter speoies. 

'rhe bonee on a settlement sito will La a mixture in varying proportions, 

- 0 -
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uf lb:':Je of animu.1G kil.led ror foud and of other:.; that diad from natural caLtseo. 

1,10l'oover tbere is 00 reUL]Oi, t,() doubt that tllOH0 'J;e.1'l.! eaLou more often that! nut. 

(.f./.t) • On a sacred fjj tH, llowevol.', tlle UOrILHj ,Lee IJlU1:6 1 ikol;y to have been those 

of animals killed for 1'1 tun] JJUrpomHl, It iu J,,,,"alJle that one ~peGi"s lGie,ht be 

more highly valued than annthu~' in t1l1H contoxt which would c'ive a faIlle idea of 

i til importapce. Thill may be illO explfilmLion of tho prepondel'ance of pig at 

l\u-rington Walls al thou{ll, pigs seem tu hnve been numerous in Neolithio times. 

( .. ). 

Ail alNady noted the skulls of pig" and cattle were poorly repl'esented. 

~'or eX8,Illp1e theN Wex:e five bovina sku] Is at Maiden Castle (/cf) anti at Windmill 

Hill, 14 skull" and 64 horn COres. ('f), 'L'he amount of bonll from llirrlngtoD 

W!J.llll WMI grt)!J.ter than from eithor of these "ites but there W!J.S only ono slulll 

apd four horn OOres which would seem to ind i<late that animals were mostly killed 

elsewheN and the dislllembel'ed carouses or port.ionu of them brou;,>ht on to the 6i te, 

'l'hi", it ie tentatively SUim~sted, may pel'llapB be evidence that the aot of 

Illau{llltering was not in itself important from a ritual point of view. However, 

only a small portion of the whole UlOIlUlJlent has been excavated and there may well 

be g:reat oonoentrations of skulls as yet undiscovered. 

'I'he ag~ structure of the cattle poplliation, (1"11.J.f ~ • .j; with a great majority 

of older beasts shows that the herd smell of the time were suocessful in bringi.ng 

their beasts throu(,>h a .mccension of winters, A similar finding was noted at 

Windmill Hill aJld indeed, in the writer' u experience, the SBJDa relative age 

structlU.'O, with older anjJnals predominant, is seen again and again throu{,>hout the 

archaeological l'eool'd. 
CJ3vAIiJ/ 

Aurochs. 'I'he bonos of wild nattle are ' 11' r found on NeaH thic l3ites 

and while meat from tho:;e Wl1S clearly a part of the diet it dOBS not seem to have 

l,rovided a large contribution, preuumably becUlwe that of domestio animals, 

however lar"" or sfilUll a J,"'ojJortion of the to tol diet meat may have comprised, 

was oufficient, For this reason it UOCllllB alllHwt itlcredible that the aurochs, 

~:i::k as so cUlIuuonly implied, can evel' have bOull IluliLed . for meat at this period. 

'l'lJe buIlD stood up tu 6 ft, (183 oms) at the c;hou]del' and were obviously 

fonnidable aniulUls. 'I'he cows were proiJably lit U", ,if at all, less dang"J.'ous ali(I , 

al though eurly man waB quito capable of kill in£( prtly as large as these, to havo 

hunted them when easier moat was readily available does not make senae. Among 

various p:t'imitive tribes in different parts of the world the young men were, until 

recently, expected to prove their man hood.ill one way or anotherl by killing an 

enemy, a lal'ge carnivore or other wild animal (8",'. I). 'J. 'L'he 

remains of the very large aurochs may perhaps be oxplained in this way. 

Red Deel' 'fhat hUllting alons was not ref;n'ded as a reliable luethod of 

obtaining the l~'el) number of untler picks requi red in the oonstruction bf the 

monument is clea.rly shown by the 10.1 ratio of cac;t to killed antlers. Hed deor 

shed thsir antlers in the spring, ~, and j f, as seems most likely, work was 

car,dad out from the llite spring to harvest tillle Ilnd then again after tho harveut 

was in, prel3UlJllilJly !STaat numbers of antlers were c,IIlect8u und stoL'ed til 1 



v1' JIG animallJ if the iJUX ratio "ere equa] . 

and the streaaes of the ruLL inl~ BCU.UOIJ 11.i..nul; uULWlJjjOe.I: stugs fjO the true fjgur8 

was probabl,y higher. J f au tleru weJ:e u i/J Ll'J Ilu tEn! WU1'e 01" It:HW oquaLly l:ound 

the ditoh and thil:l ma,Y or l1Iuy not huvo been DO and ii', au :JeEHUB 11keJy, 

c()n~t:"ucUon took not le~1O illUn twv yelll's then. all "nly about uno tenth hilS au 

1'111' been excavated. the total represented may have been IlU hiC;h as ]50(, unimullJ. 

'l'''il; number of red deer would hllve requh'ad u lar;;c tntet of 1'''rest. perhal'u up 

to in extent (Chaplin, H. j~. pel's. COIIUll.) eo that the 'Jeuroh 

partiea lllUat have been nwnerous and have ranged over a consider"ble UH;Ja; a small 

facet of the high degree of social organisation and fortlthoueht whioh lllUst have 

gone into the bu;J.lding of such a structure. 

Horse The remains of horse a].'e usuall~' fel'l from Neolithic sites and the 

decision whether they are of wild or domesticated animals ill not easy. (3. lV.). 

A reduction in Bi!i\e from the wild proDenitor is usually assooiated with domesti­

oation but tv/o of the specimens from this site indicated animals bicger than some 

of thcs!) from Last Gluciatjon sites". FurthenJlore, Zeuner states that the 

domestioated horae did not appear anywhere in Europe be foro the Brunze Age (20). 

so these animals were therefore probably wild. 

"li'isherton; Salisbury l.!useurn; 1l1'ixillilJl Cave, Devon and llattersea 1'ower 

Station; British )!,useum (Nutural History). 

Acknowledl\lllnent B 

I Iiln much indebted to D. lJrlllnwell for the identification of the bird bone». 

to H. E. Chaplin and M. L. H;l'del' for their confirmation of the goat metacarpal ant! 

to A. J. L'uteliffe for his advice und !waist-arlee with the examination of PleisLocene 

l101.'lJe lIJuterial. 

- )0 -

;t 
'~ ~ 
j '. i 

)., 
,,~ 



1. (llhe IUa.tel'ial WUil fruHl til1:oe ]uvolu, HouJl'~llic (b,)UU s}JecjlJ1tH1U), j,ate Bl'0l"lZe 

Age ('{5) and Iron A~;e (J [IV) • 

2, 'l'ha species represented itl LilO J'18uJ itilJe were pig (llliniDlUlJII lye individuals) 

oaLtle (05), "heel' ('!), goat (J), hUTHe U), aUl'Oclw (3), red deer (14), 

roe deer (2), doc; (4), l,au;;er (J), fox (2), beaver (1), birds (5 l;lpecieu) 

and oyster (1), 

3. In both bronze and iron Age g.ruujJl3 tllOl'e were cattle, horae, sheep, pig, 

dog and red deer. 

4. ~'he material is descrioeu aud tables of j/je,wurellJents, bone frequency 

diagrams and height estimations .ue included. Evidence i .. presented for 

the practice of caatratlon"at this and other NeolHlJiu aites. 

!.lost of the pigs wsre killed young' and ",ost of the cattle when fully mature. 

6. Descriptions and photugrajllw of the patholo/jical alterations encountered £II''' 

included. 

7. Various aspects of the interpretation of thiu material are discussed and 

conolusions d~·awtl. 
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