
,. 
I, 

, 
'I ,! 
I' 
I 

~ 
1 
! 

, 
i 

i 
! 
,. 
d 

I 

PI~l"('LOGTC;AL :;':',LY.BI:'; OF lll.ON MI l.; ,1 Nfl .lI,():'i?,N \/AlW S Plum \~AKEI~!.:.!:i!'~ ~ . __ ...... ~. ~ .~.~ .... _ .-..-_u.o .. __ ~_ . ~ ..... -.-- ~ .. -----.-.. '.-.---r---. - .. ~ ... -------

~ eruA ~ -t +t> 
!.\ND \'i~"1J511:!.l, NOH'W·21"!'tw .. m..llllJ;'; .20"'83 ~":I '!c. .. k. ... 

Sl\mpl(HI of Iron Agu ' C IU'Vi.] inc",l' decorntcd' pottp.ry frola W!l-herl e y 

~<. Ild. Wo oh loy \'/ore Hubmitt.od for petrologic!1J. OXl.\,lilinl1ti on , t.ogothflr ,6t.h 

·\I{l,r.; 'l; r i's' fr om the illo man kilns at theso two sites. In o.d(Ution , t,{O exal" J<I. ,,~ 
, , 

of , silllilnrlydc t! o j? ,;tl.d Iron Ago pot:tery fr~m HlIlls lml'Y hill - fort, ,;oni,h -

11'r)11 A[J() .......... --~ .. 

Ho.JH:r ley nx III lIt " Ncuillm th ieh, lI1ediulll lll~ 'rd fab ·d. ~, roddi s h-brov n 

(),l tbe IHd,:d.<1e SU1"t,,,!(), b lnch eore and insid o surfnce. Noderatoly grit,ted. 

I 

vi.til ,~lJ n]' l , 'l'ooled cUJ:' 'f ilillal1r ileeo:l'a.tion Oll the hurni s hed outside surface. 
I 

tlee!Ucy samplp 1 . )o1"ctium t h iel" hllrd fabri.c, hIllel, throughout. 

Nod(!r o. t!.lly I'. ritted vith sh(,}). 811(,)'d from a bOlil 11ith /l short upright-rim 

,l1nd toolod CIIl'yi) inN\.r d(J(!Ilra. tioll on th e bl1rni,;hcd outliliue ,surfacc. 

1{enlt.l ey :lam p 1,,· 2. ~l nd 11l ~1 thick, hId d f!L ln :i.c ~ dark lJl'olm thro u:.:hout. 

HotLv:ily I:l'itte d wit.h s hell . SO.IIlC t.ypn (If voss,,] rLnd (]"corll-tion lUI rmmple 1 0 

lIun ~hllry (PoJ.J, ·19J6,fjgot"llo"IlK ) , )·1e<1iUl;' thicl;' , fu:irly hl11' (1 fabri(!, 

buff on the, ou1,s :i.d c 8ul'fa.cnfl, I:i-t.h n l!W .i ll~ i·, (, e'1. ',(l .t' CJ . Yf~ r':Y' hell.vi. Iy grJ.tLei[ 

'.; Id th shel J., S lJ '~ C of' "'hieh ,;I,t'" "1.hl'ol1 n1, L],r" :;Ul":l 'Li" .": ' l'lW"i:, of 0. bOld "l ith 

, 
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mo.trix of fired tlny cont.aining numerov:> j.nclusi.ons of fossiliforoHIl 

shell and Borne limButonB.Also present. are grains 01 Bubangular quartz, 

The presence ot fossiliferous sholl and limestone in all four 

samples poini-s to the Jurassi.c ridge a;; Il lihely source foX' ·the CJlu.y/ 

, 

tempe~. As all three sites, in fact, arc situated on the Jurassic ridge, 

it is not possible without further analysRs·to Huggest whether these 

wares wera made separately at each site or share a eorn.on origin. 

Hunsbury (Fel1,1936,1'1. xi Il,no. D11 and figo6,no ollll). Hediiw5 

thiel,. hard fabric, dark grey to buff on thH outsitlH surfaCH ,darl{ grey 

core and insitlo SUr1flGo. Roulld~,bottom(>d bowl wi t.h sh(llrt everted-rim 

and tooled curvilinea.r <lecoI'aLion on t.ho highly burnished outsiole 

surface. 

In thin section the plOlni.nent inclusions arl' made up of iron·~rich 

argillaceous mattor set in fLII optically anisotropic matrix of fired 

clay. It i[; difficult to dotormine the oxact CQf,'position of many of 

thoso incllwiolls due to til(! degree of gtninin[(, but ferrut,inous oolite 

showing traces of cOllcpnLr!c structure can be reftogllizod in the section. 

I 

Also present arc a small. [I.mount of linwstoJlo a.lld a 8cattor of suhanl'.uln.r 

The iroll-rich inelll;;i.llnfJ ('OH be 1!lat,clted in the Northn.mpton Sand 

Ironst.one depor.lits '111lch COY()I' a. large 1\)'011 of l!ulId)llry (Jlol1:i.nff,llot't,h hlHl 



'0"1 ~A 3") l" ~( 1,' $!,~ .' ~i ? .J"r-,,, , n.r n .;» ." i.. 

Tho abovo 1'0 suIts have s hOVD thu 1; tho raw Ilud.or 111\1 s could haye 

boon obtained at or noar the threo sites in qUBstion, and so the 

pot'tery mo,y voll bo of' 10<'lt1 ori gin in each case. This situation 

i 
appears to be quite different IV\wn ~ompltrod ,doth anothor form of 

curvilinoar pottory, Glastonbury ware, which 1ms clearly 111"oduced 

i 
a·t. a nml!bel' of cOl1llllcr,:d.ltl ccnt.roc; nnd transportf1<l ovor some dj.stancf< 

(PeacDck,1969). However, only n small numbor of VOBROls are included 

in the profJt>tl\; programl~e, and moro samples fl'om other sites in tho 

Northamptonshire area neod to bo analyzod lle'oro a clearer picture 

emerges of the origins of this }mrtieular group of Hidland wares. 

Wakerley 2005~ killl 2, tllird cQntury A.D. Hedium thick, very 

hard fabric, lip,ht grey throughout. Noderfttely gritted wit.h limestone. 

Thin sectioning reven-Is large fragmen'Ls o:f lirAcstonO' and numerous 

subangular rrrll-ins of quart:;" average siz(' O.20 o "Oo30mm., sot in an optically 

anisotropic matrix of bal<ed e)n.yc 

Woald"y ldln 5, et1rJy ROr.Hlll. Thin, bdt.tle faln'iC'p oxiilizl'll bright 

red throughout. 



I . 
of qU(',rtz, ,,:..-era,go flize 0.1 mm 0, i;e[rether \V i th It seatt~r of small fl'agnenk, 

I 

pott~ry. The sampie of clay was bal{ed and then so.tianed for study 
I 

undor the petrological microscope: in the samo ~/ay us the l)ottory. 'j~hin 

sectioning shows fragmollts of limcstone and subungular grains of quartz, 

avcl'itge Rizo O.05.·Q.l0mm. ~,'hcresultl; EluggeRt that the clay uscd for the 

pottery ~:ns the same as that found :In the kiln, The presenll,e of lill1ost"'lllll' 

lIould indico,tu a local sonreo, posflihly the Upper Lias <illay which 

l~e9 closeby to tha site. 

Tahlo I shows the resulteof heavy milloral analysis (Poabook,1967). 

in terms of pel'q,€,ntages of' non"opn,que minerals on l a 'waster' a-nd It 

Sand, \'!eehloy IdJ 11 

'Waster', Woekley I,l)" 
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·(~'J·AUROLllr.G 
Lar ge redl'll :d,.,,\)rowll round od grRins 0 

'l'lmlnIAL:!:NB \ 
Oeours ~hi,dly as 1)).'o\m:i.nh-grcGn [F'Rina p quite ~lell round()iI 0 

I 
IWTILB foxy-rel in colour. 

I 
Small anhedral fractured, gl'o.ins ~ 

GARNE'!' . 
Irrolular colourless grainsp usually omRll in sizo. 

Short stumpy colourloss grftinfJ o 

A fe,,- stumpy grains, very cloar. 

Tho qunnti tive hen.vy minerfll resul'Ls for both s!l.Iuplos displny a 
.. 

close degree of eOl'l'eSpO!ltiellco p and thie is I\lso bo'rno out by tlw 

sil11ilarH.y of the minernl chnl'ltctoristics. 1'hcre can be ] i ttle doubt 

that the same 'Lype of sand liS thnt fOllnd in the kiln 1ms used as 1\, 

filler f(.r the pott~ry. 

'fhe dml'ttC1;Oristie feu.i,ure of til" asscmblllge is the rolui,iYoly 

high tonor of s·\.[tul'olite, fJn!!lly oxcec<l:ing that of tourmn.lineo Stnul'olItc 

has boon, rell'Jordod 118 bE) jl>lt pJ ont.i. tu] in t.h" Northaf;lpton S/\nd Irons·t.utlC 

(Sl\Orl,192'{,381-38Z), (loposjt~1 of "'hiell oecur closehy to the· sitoo 
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93(1936),57-100. 

Taylor, J.lI. 

(London ,.1951 ). 

l'euoock, D.:P.S. (196"() ''l'he hl'lwy minored. o,nalysis of pottery ~ 

Peacock, D.l' .. S, (1969 ) 'A contribution to the study of Gl'L,,'lonbuT 

ware from sout.h-western Britain', AnJ,JD .. , 

SkerJ., J.G.A. (1 927 ) Qloteil on t.he pct,rogl'!\,phy of tho 
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