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Samples of Iron Age ‘curvilinear decorated' pottery frowm Wakerley

Sl Al e R

i

and Weekley wove submitted for petrological examination, together with

L

I
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|
twvastera' from the Roman kilns at these two sites. In addition, two exanples
| ' 2

of similarly .desorated Iron Age pottery fr?m Hunsbury hill=fort, south-

4 vest of Northmmpton, were analyzed for comparative purposes.
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g Lron Age

3 Wakerley BX 1I1 fa. Medium thick, medivm hard fabrie, reddish-brown
8

3

ZQ on 1he outside surfrce, black core end inside surface. Moderately gritted

with shell. Tooled curvilinear decovation on the burnished outside surface.

|

Veelley sample 1. Medium thiel, hard fabric, black throughout.

-

Moderately gritted with shell. Sherd frem a bowl with o short upright-rim

and tooled curvilincar decoration on the burnished outside .surfaceo

g Veekley sample 2. Mediunm thick. beyd fabrice, dark brown throughout.
A Heavily gritted with shell, Seme type of vessel and decoration as sample 1.

Hunsbury (Fell, 1936,fi5.6,n0.08) Medivu thicl, fairly bard fabrie,

buff on the ouiside surfaces, with a laninated cove. Very heavily gritled
with shell, some of which show throuph Lhe surfaces, Part of a bowl with
2 bead-riw, The ouvlside suviece has beon voughly burpnished and the

decoration consisve of drrvregular dobs and dwoosled Tines,
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“seetioning of the four samples shows an optiendly anisotropie

.

fired elay containing numerouvs inclusions of fessiliferous

shell and some limestone, Also present are grains of svhangular quariz,

~

sverage size about 0.0%-0,1%mm,

. The presence of fossiliferous shell and limestone in all Ffour
samples points to the Jurassic ridge ag & likely souree for the clay/

| . .
tempexic As all three sites, in faet, are sitvaled on the Jurassic ridpge,

it is nob possible without further analyses to suggest whether these

vares were mede sepacately at each site or share a eammmon origin.
~Hunsbury {(Fell;1936,P1. xi B,no. P11 and Tige6,no.011), Medsiun

thiek, hard fabric, davrk grey to buff on the outside surface, dark grey

core and inside surfaee, Round-bottomed bowl with short everted-rim

and tooled curvilinear decoration on the highly burnished outside .

surface,

In thin see¢tion the promineni inclusions are made up of iron-rich
argillaccous matter set in an optically anisotropic matrix of fired

clayo. It iz difficult to determine the exact composition of many of

‘these inclusions due to the degree of staining, hut ferrufinous oolite

showving traeces of concenlric slrueture can he resognized in the section.

a .
Also present are a small amount 6L limestone snd a scatter of subangular
guartz, aversge size O.lmm,

The iron~rich inclusions can be watehed in the Northampton Sand

Yronstone deposits which cover a large nrea of Dunsbury (loTYingworth and
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favlor . 1951,34=35), and so it seems likely that 4he small number of

'Veﬁéélg of this type from the site were made locally {gee Fell, 1936},

]

- The above results have showva thet the raw materials eould have
been obtained at or near the three sites in question, and so the
potbery may well be of loeal origin in each case, This situation

' é
appears bto be quite different when compared with another form of

~ecurvilinear pottery, Glasionbury ware;, which was clearly produced

at & num%er.of compereinl centres and transported over gome distance
(Pﬁacﬁck91969)g However@ only a . small number of vessels are included
in the present programme, and more samples from other sites in the
quthamptonshire area need to be analyzsed before o cleaver picture

emerges of the origing of this particular group of Midland wares,

Romon

Wakerley 2005, kiln 2, third century A.D. Medium thick, very
hard fabric, light grey throughout. Moderately gritted with limestone.
} Thin sectioning reveals large fragments of limestone and numerous

subangular grains of quartz, average size 0020--0,30mm., set in an optically

anisotropie matrix of baked clay.

Weokley kiln 5, carly Romau. Thin, britile fubric; oxidized bright

red throughout,
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of guartz, average size O.lmm., btogether with a scatter of small fragmenis

of limestone, seb in nn anisotropic matrizx of Tired elay..

Samples of clay and sand from the Weelley kiln wére also analyzed

to determine if these could have been used in the manufacture of the

, | _ .
pettery. The sample of c¢lay wag baked and }hcn sestioned for study
under the petrological microscope'in the same way as the potterye Thin

sectioning shows frogments of limestone  and subangular grains of quartsz,

averege sizne 0,05-Q,10mme The results suggest that the elay usca for the

pottcry was the-s&me ag thot found in the kiln, The presence of limesione

wvould indieante a local source, possibly the Upper Lins elay which
[

i

Vies closoby to the sites

Table I shows the resulte of heavy mineral analysis.(Penéockg1967)-.

in terms of pereentages of non=opaque minerals on' a 'wasber' and o

sample of sand from the kiln,

TABLJE. T

~In thin seetion the inclusions consist of numerous subsngular gyreims
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The minerals hove the Yollowing propevitiest

r e .
AIREON . . e
- C Small well rounded prains end olongated bipyramidal verietips,

GTAUROLITE _ i
B Large reddish-brown rounded grains,

'rbm;_gmizm\ . o | |
R Qeeurs ehiefly s brownishegreen gerains, guite well rounded,

- i
RUTILE : _ _ o }

7 " 8mall enhedral fractured grains, foxymTQ% in @plouio
GARNET .

Irregular colourless pgrains, unsually small in sizoo

KYANITE .
Short stuwmpy ecolourloss grainsg,

KNATASE

A few stumpy pgrains, very cleur.

. The guantitive heavy mineral vesults for both samples display a
close degree of esorrespondence, and thirs is also borne out by +the

isimilarity of the minernl characteristics, There can be little doubt

that the same type of sand as thal found in the kiln was used as o

fillexr for the pdtterye

Tﬁe charecteristic featlure of the asgsembloge is the relatively
high tenor of staurolite, easily cxceceding that of tourmaline. Stauroliie
has been veeorded as being plentiful in the Northampion Sand Ironstune

(Skerl,1927,381-282}), deposits of which oceur eloseby to the sitne,

BeolFe WILLTAME, PH Do
REPSRTMENT OF ARCHAEQLOGY
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tThe Hunsbury hillefort, Northents: &
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new survey of the smberial®, Avsh, Journ)

93(1936),57-100,

The Northampion Sand Ivonstenes

Strotiegrephy, giructure And Reserves
(London, 1951 ),
‘The heavy mineral esnalysis of potterys

a preliminary veport®, Avchacomelryv, 10

(1967),9?m1000

YA confribution to the stgdy of Glas%uﬁbur
vare from south-western Britain', Antia.
Journ o, 49(1969),41-61,

*Motes on the petrography of the

Northampton Ironstone', Proe., Geol, Assoc.

38(1927),375~394,
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