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I . The sherds from the kiln block, all of whieh appear to be similar, .. 
• . 
~ 

are in a medium thick, moderately hard-tired fabric, reddish-brown 
n 
~ 

throughout6 They are all heavily grit ted with shell, numerous fragments 

i 

~ 
of '\'Thich sho,.,.. through the surfaces o 

• 

I One snm1Jle front each of tho layers I-VII and IX~X was examined 

1 
in thin section under the petrological microscope. All the scctiotls 

appear to be very homogeneous, and it is not possible to differentiate 

bet\veen themo ~l'hcre is no indication of a change of clay or filler 

during th e lifetime of the kiln blocl-.. 

·Thin ~:~ eetioning s ho,vs an anisotropic matrix of firecl clR.y containing 

numerous inclu~ions of shell and sma ll amounts of li~e stone o It is 

possible to s~e s ome recrystalization of calcite in the shell sugge s ting 

that it is fossiliferous o The s a mple from level I also contains a 

fine specir:1en of an echinoid spine· (sec plate) v A sparse scatter of 

subangulnr quartz, average size Oo15- 0.JOmm., and a few grains of 

chert aro rresento 

It is eonceiva ule tha t some modern shell may have· been included 

as a filler, but much of the shell examined does appear to be fo ss ilife r ous 

in ori gin o In vic,.; of this it seems lil<~ely tha·t the ra,., ma terial s 

used in making the pottery "'ere obta ined f rorJ the J.oca.l Lia s outcrops , 

vhich are known t.o conta in echinoiden. (Trumanp1918) 0 
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Plate - Photomicrograph showing part of an echinoid spine (centre) 

in a dark matrix of baked clay. Crossed polars (x 126).$ 

From level I. 

(Photomicrograph taken by N .Braclford) 
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