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Excavation~ u.t _}?reedon-on-the-Hill , Leicestershire , 1966 

The Soil~ By H Kee l ey (Ancient J.tonur.wnts Laboratory) a nd P '.raylor (Institute of 
Archaeoloey) 

Six~een samples were submitted f or examination. The salilpl es were treuted in a similar 

way to those from the 19Yf e>~cavation (Biek, 1964) and r esults and specific descriptions 

are given i n Table 1. 

H = high; M = medium; L = low 

Sample series 1 were taken through the cres t of the rall!part. The colours i ndicat e loVJ 

levels of' organic matter at the top a nd qui te high iron contents. No s&mlJle contained 

many roots . 'rhe texture was constant throughout the series, but stoniness varied. 

Organic m~tter c ontent appeared to increase f rom I to IV. The high organic content 

of the lower sample indicates a tu r f stack or line, over which has been placed 

material from t he ad j acent area, low in orguni..c ma tter. 

sample series 2 were taken throu~h the rea r of t he rampart . Sample V shov1ed evi de nc e 

of a higher organic matt e:· content tha n the other sampl es , wi th a good crumb s tructure . 

Calcium carbonate contents decreased from V to X but the texture of the matrix remained 

constant. I r on content was fairly c ons t a nt in samples VI to X. Th e distribution of 

·oreanic matter a nd iron \.ith depth indicat es a typical soilf profile, but the acid-

s oluble material f ollovrn no obviou s pattern . 

Sample series 3 were taken through l ay ers behinq the rampart. Sample XI is not typical 

of a soil layer being artificial in part . Colour was constant be l ow this (reddis0, 
"'- "'- ...-.-0 

indicating high iron content. Te>.ture was cons tant a nd ca lc,dreo#s content s hoVJed JdJI/ 

obvious pat t ern. Organic matt er content decr eased from XII to XIV, as would be 

expected in a soil profile, but increase l again in XV and XVI, poss ibly indicating 

t he presence of turves . 
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AM No Texture ·Colour (Wet) Stoniness Miscellaneous Iron Acid Soluble Loss on ignition Site Ref No 
(matrix) Content material % of acid insoluble 

(matrix stones material (ie 
r-emoved first) organic matter 

I content) 
I· 
,. 
I 
I Loam 5YR 4/3 Common (~ em Matrix stones H L L E I 20 

(reddish brown) to 4 ems) crumb aggregate; (4.2) Sample 1 
angular roots present 

but rare, 
· slightly 

calcareous. 

Loam 5YR 4/4 Very common, ie Structureless; H H L E I 24 
(reddish b:t~own) forming most of calcareous ( 22.8) Sample II 

the sample 
(~ em to 4 ems) 
angular. 

' 
Cl) 

5YR 3/4 Pail Loamy Rare Structureless; M M M E I 31 
H 
p:; Sand (Dark reddish (-)} em to 3 em) calcareous; (8.3) Sample III Pail 
Cl) brown) roots present · 

but rare. . 

Sandy 5YR 3/4 Present ( III: Crumb structure L L H E I 26 
Loam (dark reddish I and II); ( I); non- (2.1) Sample IV 

brown) (up to 6 ems) calcareous ; 
roots absent. 

' -----. -----
Loam 7.5YR 3/2 Common Well- developed L M H EI 1 

(dark brown) (up to 2 ems) crumb structure; (9.5) Sample V 
slightly 

• calcareous RootB 
Common. 
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Loam - 5YR 3/3 Very common Crumb structure H ,_ 
·t H M"" E I 5 -

( dark reddish: <i em t o 5 cmY calcareous ; (16. 6) Sample VI 
I roots pre sent 

I but rare. 

Sandy 2.5YR 3/4 Very common Str uctureless; H H L E I 24 
Loam (dark reddish (up t o 5 ems) calcareous ; (20. 4) Sample VII 

brown) roots ver y rare I 

' 
Sandy 

,Loam 5YR 3/2 Common Structureles s; H I L M E I 31 

- I (\J (dark reddish (up to 4 ems) non- calcareous (2.2) Sample VIII 
C1l brown) roots small and 
~ very rare. H 
~ 
~ I 
C1l 

Sandy 5YR 3/3 Extremel y Structureless; H H M IE I 30 
I 

Loam (dark reddish abundant calcareous; (23. 1) Sample IX 
brown) (up to 6 ems) roots absent. 

I 

Loam 5YR 3/2 Present Weak crumb H L M E I 26 
(dark reddish (up to 4 ems) s tructure; (5.'1) Sample X 

I " brown) non- calcareous; ' I 

roots present 
I 

I but rare. 
l 
' 

I I 

I I ~ 

I Sand 5YR 3/2 Bulk of sample Structureless; •H H L E I 2 

J 
( dark reddi.sh made up of calcareous; (22. 1) Sample XI 
brown) reddish stained roots absent. 

angular 
pebbles and a 
black 
"cindery" 

i material. 
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Sandy 5YR 3/3 Common \-lell Develope_d L L 

Loam (dark reddish (up to 2 ems) crumb structure; (2.1) Sample XII 

brow-n) slightly 
calcareous ; 
roots absent 
occasional smal 
fragment s of 

- "cindery" 
material. 

Sandy 5YR 3/3 Abundant \-leak crumb L L M E I ~, 5 

Loam (dark reddish (up to 4 ems) structure; (2 . 1) Sample XIII 

brown) non-cal~areous; 
roots absent. 

5YR 3/4 Crumb structure r-t L L E I 16 
Sandy Common 

(4.4) Sample XIV 
Loam (dark reddish (up to 4 ems) slightly 

ti'\ brown) calcareous; 
C1l roots absent; 
~ contained small H 
~ bone. ~ 

. 
~ 

5YR 3/3 Common Weak crumb L L H E I 17 
Sandy (1.1) Sample XV 
Loam (dark reddish (up to 2 ems) structure; 

brown) non-calcareous 
roots absent; 
contained snail 

I shell . 

5YR 3/3 Abundant Very weak M H M E I 26 
Sandy (11 . 9) Sample XVI 
Loam (dark reddish (up to 2.5 em) crumb structure 

brown) slightly . calcareous; 
roots absent 


