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SPICERS ALMSHOUSES, BRISTOL.

Some 483 fisn hones were rz2covered, all by mand plcking gxCept
289 and 294 which were si1eved samples. The followlng specles were
identifieda, elasmobrancns, conger ae| (Canger ccrnger ), eel
(Anquilila angulliz), herring (Clupep harengus), sprat (Spratiusg
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sprattus), cod (Gadus morhua)l, haddock (Melanogrammus
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agqglefinus), wriiting (Meriangius merlangus), ling (Mclva meolval,
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hake (Merlugciys merlucciusg), and plaice (Pleuronecties platessa)
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The table indicates the speciecs found in each group:

LW KW KR KZ HE HL KW HE DR GF TOTAL

101\75 101N75  101/75

106N\7S 254 289

55822
ELASMO. - - - 1 - - - - 1 - 2
Co EEL = = = = = 2 = = - - 2
EEL = 1 S 7 - ~ = = = = 17
HERRING “ 1 g 3 14 10 = = - 28
SPRAT = - 2 - - - - - - - 2
COD L - - - 3 - 2 - - 5
GADOID 1 - - - y i 1 - - - )
HADDOCK & 1 = = = il = = = 2
WHITING = = = £ 1 1 = # = # <
LING = = 1 - - - ~ 1 = - 2
HAEE - - 1 - = 3 - ¥ - - €
PLAICE - - . = - 28 i = = 29
FLATFISH - 1 % 1 < = = = = = &
UMTDENT, = 12 36 35 20 24 30 - - i9 pai=p|
TOTAL e 1e = oi 9 145 =4 1 i 13 382
It 15 interesting to fnote tnat the eel vertebrae were ait

‘recovered from trhme sieved szmples, except for orne hone.

All tre species are martine flsrn, representing sea fishing except
For e eei whickh aitnhough rartialiy marine, was probabiy
trapped 1n rivers,

Jarious Flsnirng methcas are sugjested depending on the preferred
rab:tats of 1ndividual spec.:exz, Hake ard haadocck (ltiving on ard
near tre s5ea Ded rescectiveiy) wZold have been caugnt on lines ,
as woultd ling and cod poth Relng deeo water fish., Whating, found
1n znalidw 1nshore waters wouw!ld probably be caught on lines arnd
tr nets sprats armd nerrings would be caught in the latter
Tre West ot England received 1ts herrings from Ireland and
Eri1stos was the criief centre of their distribution, (Wilson 1973,

32) Plaice carn be caught or 11nes, or in shorelire traps calied
kiddies (Wheeier 1379, 80" &rnd conger eelis on lines on rocky
shores, Feis may rave Leen trapped in streams in eel-bucks (Ibid
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&k ottern tournd assoclrated Wit miillsg anag wWElrs., Four ther
iriformation 2 the habitats arna digstrihbut:on of these Specres can

pe found 1n yheeler (973,

The Aimshouse oy nafture 2f 1ts purpcse and sttual.on 1 one  of
the poorer parts of Eristo:r would have proviced mairily cheap
stace focd anc  many of [AC specles raentifled could Le sc

categori1sed, Dried, saliea and pickled fi1sr tended tc be Crieap,
and coula be avalilabhle ali ye2ar round. Eristol men 1ater TGOk
part 1n the filfteenth cenmtury lcelaraic fishery where ¢cod was
salted and dried on board, netore sallimng hame (Wi lson 1973,
34,0,

I would tike to thank Mr A Wheeler (EMNH) for his help and the
use of hi1s reference colitection.
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