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£ e cosparative skelst for avchaeozoological
work. denbilicallone on tiv: basis of 7, or by corpuorison with other
srchassilaricel bones are always suspeect, There are rare individuals who ean work
without a cospurative ecollection but they are mostly peocple who over years of work

. 3

in o FHone Inslitune heve built up o stere of dstail in their own brains. Secure

mowiedge of the major large epecies (dn Britain this vsuslly means horse and donkeys

L&

cattles sheep; geat; red; fallow and ree deer; and pig) will ensure that a bone from

& rover species or with pathological changes stands out ag something different. Such

-

bones can then be taken to a

then 311 bone work should be undertaken in a Bone Reoom containing a basic collection
w

of the wajer large spacies and other material should eilher be sent to specisrlists

or worked on zt a larger comparative collection.

Determination of wild species usually requires a run of modern comparative materiel

af each spzcies and the relevant literature. For example; recent work on the
Lagomorphi; maltes nonsense of mosi archaeological determinations of fhare! (Mayhew,

and it 1is unlikely that fallow snd red deer are clways correctly separated, Small

mammal, bird and fish identifications are a specialist tosk. This means that there

is 1ittle point in building such & collection unless there will be someonre to work

on it, the specialist literature to go with it; and an sdequate run of specimens of

each species. Although a tentative identificetion of, for example, 'hare',; 'domestic

fowl', 'cod! may be made on the bazis of one comparative skeleton it 1s essentisl
te check any such material and the correct scientific nawes before publiceiior wit
someone who Imows the group.

No one person has the time or fecilities to keep up with every group and one waz

cut of this, and the terrible lack of goed comparative collections, may be to have

larger comparative collection for determination, Ideally

1975

several regional collections of modern skeletons set up primarily for archaeozoolegical

work, If the research workers were available it would be possible for each such

collection to specislize to some extent to make it more cost effective, Bub there would

be little point in having the speclalized collection without the worker as it, and

the literature that went with it, would necd te be used and kept up-to-date,
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it the moment we Lave a situation with too few comparative collections ~ we must
epsure that the next stage dees nol turn out to be comparative collections abandonned
because of job changes. Flacing collections in a Research Institution is perhaps
the best solution. Although a large Provineisl Museum can probably offer adequate
facilities it would be esgential for such collections to be the tool of a research
worker, This might ocecasionally invelve moving the collection to the worker rathe
then the reverse, The sort of collections needed for archaeozoology are not the
same as those normally made by museums. Museun c;llections; such as the majority
of those in the Naticnal Museums, are primarily rescarch collections used by
comparative anatomists for taxoromic, anatomicel and ecological resesrch. As such
they are too important for archaeozoologists te jiggle about with as research
more immediately vitael to our own survival could one dey depend upon them and for
such they must be kept in trust.
Modern skeletal collections for archaeozoology, like all skeleton collections, must
be made from material which was identified accurately before preparation. This point
cannot be oversiressed, neither can the importance of secure labelling during
preparation and the final marking of each bone of a skeleton to avoid skeleton
mixing., . In addition, archaeozoologists often need more information from their
modern skeletons, It is useful to cobserve the following points when setting up
such a collection.
Te Sex, age, welght and dimensions of the animal must be recorded and any other
details of its life histery and death that could be usefuvl,
2. An archaeczoological collection can use msterial of both sexes; immatures at
all stages, and animals in a wide raenge of conditions. Museum specimens tend to be
heglthy males.
3o Disarticulated bones with clezn articular surfaces are essential., Easy viewing of
anatomical fesatures is sometimes aided, e.g. in small mammals snd fish, by colouring
the bones or not whitening them,

i. Storage must be based on easy access and the most-used bones can well be hooked

on to the walls of the Bone Room as they are in many Bone Institutes abroad.
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kN Carletantss of the skeletons of the major species is essential as moch time
s often wvasled by hegluners over, foi example; sesamoid bonesy penis bonues,
and 2st sternabree as thsy are rarely present in Museum and Teaching Collections,

- -< ,,'f“‘
ve separalely marked.
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the four Liwmbs should

There are health risks in prepering skeletal materlal (Irvin,1972
but et thie wmoment these are not as bad as they may be in the future as our Enropesn
links grow stronger and we graduzlly lose ocur island isolation, This is an

ing our comparative collectionsnow, if the fact that lack
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additiond
severcly hampers current work were not sufficient. We have fewer species thatl

gs so that whereas our eentinental cousing wrestle with bones

=

commorily cccur in eur d:
of elk, ovison, bear and more species of small memmzl as an everyday task, we have
different and more subtle problems, e.g., 'who introduced what?'! or, 'are we correct
in assuming we never had this?'. Much good modern material goes to waste and with
fswopping scheme' could find its way to the people who need it most. For provincial
muscums not only are good taxidermists like gold dust but taxidermisis whe Ikuow
amything avoul bones or are encoursged to prepare skeletons as a routine procedure
have been extinet for many years. VWe can only hope that the new gallery at ihe
Booth Museum, Brighton is the dawn of a new bony era.
Archaeological comparative collections are a more controversial issue. It is still
necessary to convince some people in DBritain that archaeosocologists need to remove
bones from their archaeclogical contexts in order to array those of the same type.
Three safaguards are essential - the deteiled recerding of the mgterial at the level
of the archaeological layer; the prpcervution in the original bags of material not
tim
needed for further study at this and the clear labelling cf all bones removed for
further study. Indian ink with a layer of resin to prevent eroslon is of proven
efficacy. Labelling rust include site code and originsl archaeclogical context.
It is sowmetimes argued that the material should then be resorted into its original
bags. Yy answer to those who want this‘is "give us the trained staff and we will do
it", The only solution at present is to rebag all analysed msterial (such as that

used for ageing and measurement) in its studied groups,e.g.

Ha

or lhe whole

site, the period, the phase or the layer complex, according to the site size.
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sther special items like whole skeleinns, rarer specdes and pathologhcal specimens
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should then bz pnt into an archaseclogiesl comparative collection with eazier access
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than the buik of the material and what happens to worked bones and finish

objcets are guestions which can only be answered after full discussions with the

Excavator, any Museums invelved, and the body responsibvle for Storezge » naturally
discussions are best carried out before the bones are enalysed. These are mabbers
of importance for the future of archaeozoological research in Britain and the decisions
must

The Faunal Hemsins Project at the University of Southarpton 1s financed by the

o

Department of the Enviroament Ancient Monuments Laboratory and began buildirg both
a modern ard an archaeological comparative collection for archseczoologicul work in
January 19275, Progress is slow as archaeslogical bone study goes cn at the same

time, and we heve no technical help bul about 250 modern skeletons of British

mammals, birds and marine {i

(62}

h have s¢ far been prepared, The decisiorz on what o
collect were made in the light of current bone work proceeding in Wessex; especislly
that in Southampton and Winchester, Staff of the British Museum (National History)
havevudvised us during the setting up of this collection, The growing modern collections
are already in constant use by archaeozoologists and students from Wessex and furiher

afield,

Anyone with comparative collection problems is most welcome to visit Southampton or

to exchange views by letter, It is conceivable thut temporary loans of medern
skelelal material may be a part of the future r8ie of such regional collections if

they come into being, for as the number of bone analysts increases we must be prepared

to maintain high standards by ensuring that no-one is having to guess.
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