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'08.mH.31 ~ bird and f i, 'h ident:i.f:Lcl:\1.. .. o ns a r e a sp0ciali~t, t D,s k . Thi s lr.eRns tha t t il"ore 

is IH.t.lt) pclnt i n 'uj - cling sucb G col16Gt:i~r rulle s .... t h f3l -e vill I be sOJ'l1eorc to Hork 

Although a tent a t i v . i dentificb.t ioll of , iCor exanlpl e,. '1lli.1 C t , ' C(.'lHE:s t ' c 

fa '-11 , , 'cod ~ J':ay bo J'I'lad~ on t he b < ~iG of one cO!'ipc r a t i e s kela t on it i 

t o check ?ny [;\1:::11 m t.erial and t he correct. s cientifi c U...'3 1 ~.es b8f'or publ.·.C'l'. i',i o f i,j) t h 

someone u ho I:no;-.-s t he 61' ' ~lP ~ 

o ut of t.his) ~ ._d t he t erl' iblc ac k of good c O'ipal'a tive col lec ',i of"-s, may be to ha ;r(~ 

r~e,r2:rcl !"cgioTlPJ. c- llect.:i on.' of l~J d ern sk l e t ons set up primarily i'o r Sl'ChEl€020 -)l cgical 

WOl" "< If t ' lQ res ear ch : ,'nrkers H 1'e aV' ilab..e it. would Le po.3sihle f or each s uch 

(':0 l ect:i.on to s p6ci Cll j ze t o s anle extent to j ;;j,k·· it m l"e cos t effectivG. But t h(;"8 '\ ~ o \u c1 

http:ect:i.on
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,., 
t. 

l,t t he moment· H.! Lave a sit uat. ion in 11 too f81;-~ cortlpE':.rat. :i\TG eollecti01s r~ h'e must 

Cmllll'C t. bat the next sta!"e d bS 111)1. tUI'lL out 1,0 bB comparati e C,..: f>ctions aba.n:iorlflod 

bee~ us -. of j ob (;h~FJ.ee". Flacl.rrg eo}le~t,ions iu 8.. Res arch Ins t. itution ts perhap::; 

faeD ities "t 1!ottld be es:"'''''ntinl for su 1 coll '(; t iol1s to ho t he t ool of a reseaL ch 

ha.n t.he rev er-ce. Th8 sort of collect.ions need d for archaeozoolo~r ~ re not the 

sam3 as t Lose J o rma11 , madl3 by museums. Huseum collections, such ' s th majority 

of those in the NationaJ ])useums, are pri ma rH;:{ research collections used by 

comparative aDfl.tomis t", f or taY..on(lmic, a !at OnUe '-l and ecol oeical resenr ~ h . AJ> such 

they are too important. for archaeozoologis t s t o j iegle a ont HUh a s r esearch 

l7k:n' i;> imrnediat e1 y vi t,al t o our own sur'liv'al ccuJ.d one d y depend upon them a nd lor 

such t ley mus t 1:\ kept in t.rus t" 

VlOdern ske e tal coll cti ns for ar chaeozoology, l ike all skelet on collect ions ) mns t 

be m de from Tll?:Lerial H lic h liaS i dent i f ied a CC'tU '.?.tsly b,:j\)re r·~ Bf'a:ratirm.• This point 

eau..not be over s t res sed, ither can t he i mport ance of secur e labelling duri ng 

prep~ntion and the f i nal marking of each bone of a skeleton t o avoia kel eton 

m.iring" . In adr it ' on, archaeoz ologi.s -cs often need .ore i nf rml3..t ion f ronl tl eir 

modern s 'el e tons o It is useful t o ob~) erve the f ollo'\<:ing points \.;hen s ett ing up 

such a collection. 

1 (, Sex, age, 'ie'ight and aime s i ons of the animal must be r ecor ded and any other 

deta.il s . f 't. s l ife hi story and death t ha t could be uS 8f 1)l~ 

2e A)l rl"chae(.zoo1ogical collect ion can use material of both s exes" · mmatur s c."rt 

all stages , and [{..YJ. irnals in a wide 'ange of conditions o Huseum specimens tend to be 

healt h.; rr..a1es c

30 Disarticulat ed nes .. th cle~m art i cul ar surfaces are essent ialo Easy v i ewing of 

annt omical f ea.tnX'es is s ometimes ddvd , c. .e. i n ",mall ma.mrnals and fish, by_ col ouring 

t he bone s or not i hitening t hemo 

4" s t orage mu.s t be bas e on B.sy a ce e s and t he most-used bones can 1-1011 be hookE!d 

on t o t he HaD.s of t ho Bone Houm a~' t hey a r e in many Bone I nstitul.t1S abroa do 



,. ...- . s!)cnLiaJ·... i l ,. · .i l~ 

biJt II ~ '~ ""I C- ),' :JM=tnt these are n.)t as . ·,go as they nt1.Y be In the i'nt ure as our EUl'opcn -, 

fell;} 'oison, lrar n more "pecies of smal l l'Ilemrnal .'15 an GVE,ryd.!lY tHsk~ H e ha.'-3 

i n as::;UlrJ.llg ue 1W er IHi.d this'?'. !~u(;h good modern lil.."!terial goes -Lo \-:aste an:' l:i'Lh .':. 

!s-woppil.s sr;heme t could . i nd :::'i., s way t o the pt:opl0 Hill) neeJ i t most .. For pl'ovir..GiaJ.. 

havo bCL:n extinc.t for I1lil y yea s. .-Ie c n OlUy hop€; t hat t he new ga11 -;l"Y l the 

Boot ). Hlwe un , Bl'ighto 1 1.5 tILe d n~-m of a ne,,, bony era . 

Archaeolugical omparat i ve col locti ons 8. r 0 a mor e contl overs i nl iss ue. I t is s till 

\'l8Cesuary to convince _,on13 people in Brit a in t hat a.rchaeow ologis ts need to rem.ov 

bones from the il- X'chaeologi cal cont ext s i n order t o 8,l'1'ay thos e of the same t ype . 

'l'hr Be safeGllards are e.ssential ~ th e dete..Hecl recording of the lrta.t erial at t he l evel 

of t he A. cbaeo1ogical l eser ; ti'w p.'8servation in the ortginal bags of m.qter i al not 
t' mo ; 

needed fo r f urther stncJy at t h i s ( a ,: t he el ear., be ling cf al l bones removed fo r 

f urt be r s ', ud;<r. Indian ink wit h a Inyer of r esin to pr event r osi0n i s of proven 

eff icacy < La.belling JT;L1~ t i nclude site COd8 a.nd. or i ginal ar cha.eolog· cal co. text. 

It i s sOI.•stimes argllod toh t the ater ' al shoul d t hen be r esorted . n ,0 its or:iGina1 

ba~s o My o.n:::1-I81:' t o th0 3e who "rant t his is lfeLve us t hg trai. ned stnff and He \-lill do 

i t rr • The. onl3r solut i on at p resent is to r cba g al l all3.1ysed m8.te~ial ( such a.s tl'..at 

us ~d for ,~geing anrt measur eJT1. nt ) in its st udied gr o tps, e g . p1.8: racldii f or t he vTho1 e 

s i t e : t h e p2riod~ t he phase or t he l ayo!' c ::>tr.plcx , ac.eord j ng to t h0 s i te sizc ~ 

( 

t 



---

TLe F'clllJnl Hemr", i rJ£; l' I'Oj8f't, tJ t d ee Univ(i':rqity of S0u.tlJ~llip l~on ~ _S ::i...l~ Ilr : ed 1.;y- ~_ t-'.0 

llep rtlllcmt of tL8 Eav:" ronmen t Ancient ronurnent. s L!1borat.ory a nd began bu~D.dir.g h) t h 

11 liiDd -1:'11 ar:d an a ci1D..eol oeic[.il corr..ps rnt:Lve co - e cti01 fo I' ar" r13.co ~;oo] (ig i, ~ .:..l ,..w·k in 

J Lnumy 1975 . Proeres s s sl vT ad a r chaeol ogical bone study- g03 s .n a t tr:e Rame 

t1Ji i3, i=\nd l·rE.' l l!::\!"~ no t echnical. he l !) h t a bout 2S0 modern s ktle :ms OJ. Pri tbh 

collec t Here j:1~dG i n the lish t of c urrer t bone v;('rk pl'o ceedin[': in l{essex, e spe c i <>11y 

t h t i n Southrunpbn a.."'1d \·iinches t,m.'e s taff of the D.. itish Hus ew, (Nati onal History) 

hav e ad1ris e d u::; dur i ng the .se t ting up of this col cr.t :i.on.. The grN:i ng mode r n co1lect- ioni; 

a l'e a .ready i n constGIlt us e by archaeozoulo gis ts and students fr oID Jes sex a n d f ur·thor 

aii 'ld" 

AJr one \Iith 'omparat ive col (; ction probl J:lS i s Illost Helcome to visit South:ul!p Lor or 

t.o exch.",: nge vi et'IS by 1 et. t er ~ It is cancel vable t.h~t, t emporar y l02.ns of m"derrl 

s kel etal rn.:J.teria.l r,la~r be a part of t~ c fut ure r81e of such regi J!...'ll coD .. cti ns if 

t o -':/ come i nto bei ng; f or as th~ numb.r of bone E;oa..l:pts increas es ire lTlus t e p: e ).Jred 

y ensur i . g "I.,hat no- one i s having to gues s " 
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