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The Research Department Report Series

The Research Department Report Series incorporates reports from all the specialist
teams within the English Heritage Research Department: Archaeological Science;
Archaeological Archives; Historic Interiors Research and Conservation; Archaeological
Projects; Aerial Survey and Investigation; Archaeological Survey and Investigation;
Architectural Investigation; Imaging, Graphics and Survey, and the Survey of London.
It replaces the former Centre for Archaeology Reports Series, the Archaeological
Investigation Report Series and the Architectural Investigation Report Series.

Many of these are interim reports which make available the results of specialist
investigations in advance of full publication. They are not usually subject to external
refereeing, and their conclusions may sometimes have to be modified in the light of
information not available at the time of the investigation. Where no final project report
is available, readers are advised to consult the author before citing these reports in
any publication. Opinions expressed in Research Department reports are those of the
author(s) and are not necessarily those of English Heritage.



SECOND WORLD WAR DEFENCE WORKS AT THE
MALTINGS, KIRTON, SUFFOLK

NGR: TM2770239402
Report on visit 17 October 2006

These notes were prepared at the request of Tony Calladine, Team Leader, Heritage
Protection, Eastern Territory, English Heritage and are intended to accompany a
photographic record of the site and to provide an indication of the physical state of the
remains of the defence works on the date visited. They supplement the information
included in the detailed report (Lanigan Report) produced by Mr Len Lanigan as part
of his submission to English Heritage for buildings on the site to be listed. Included
in this report were photographs by Alastair Graham-Kerr of the structures before
demolition. The site has also been visited by Roger J. C. Thomas of English Heritage
prior to the demolition work.

The following structures were identified in the Lanigan Report as being of
significance

A Battery Observation Post
Two Pocket or Light Anti-aircraft Posts
A Gun Post.

Since the production of Mr Lanigan’s report, the owner of the site has carried out
clearance work, felling many trees, removing scrub and undergrowth, although much
of the land is still covered with heavy weed growth. Demolition of the observation post
and the two light anti-aircraft posts has taken place.

Battery Observation Post

This was apparently demolished by a bulldozer and the remains have been left in
situ. The present condition of the structure is that the concrete base remains intact,
together with the east wall and part of the splayed south-east wall. The concrete roof
is also intact, lying on top of some of the brickwork of the remaining walls. Large
sections of the brick walls are lying on the ground. Internally, part of the shelving
referred to in the Lanigan Report remains in situ as does the base of the stove and
an extraction vent.
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Pocket or Light Anti-Aircraft Posts

These have been completely demolished with scattered cement-filled sandbags and
some pieces of corrugated iron as the only evidence of their existence. Tree-trunks
from the felled trees are mixed in with the remains which are now overgrown and it is
difficult to establish their form or exact position.

Gun Post

This has not been affected by the clearance work and is exactly as depicted in the
Lanigan report. As that report states, the walls with the exception of part of the west
side are substantially intact but the roof slab has fallen in and now forms in effect a
floor, itself now overgrown with weeds and small trees.

Although the battery observation post is partly demolished, it is still possible to read

the structure in its relationship with the gun post and the relationship of the site of the
defence works as a whole with the surrounding landscape.
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Battery Observation Post following demolition from © English Heritage DP030170
the north west. Roof slab in foreground.

Battery Observation Post from the south east © English Heritage DP030184
showing portions of brick walling.
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Battery Observation Post from the north west © English Heritage DP030177
(detail).
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Remains of Light Anti-Aircraft Post, showing © English Heritage DP030189
construction of cement-filled sandbags.
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Remains of Light Anti-Aircraft Post, showing detail © English Heritage DP030190
of sandbags.

Gun Post, from the north east with later shed built © English Heritage DP030193
up against the structure.
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Gun Post, south east corner. © English Heritage DP030196

Gun Post, south east corner interior. © English Heritage DP030197
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Gun Post, interior of north east corner. © English Heritage DP030200
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ENGLISH HERITAGE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

English Heritage undertakes and commissions research into the historic
environment, and the issues that affect its condition and survival, in order to
provide the understanding necessary for informed policy and decision making,
for sustainable management, and to promote the widest access, appreciation
and enjoyment of our heritage.

The Research Department provides English Heritage with this capacity

in the fields of buildings history, archaeology, and landscape history. It brings
together seven teams with complementary investigative and analytical skills
to provide integrated research expertise across the range of the historic
environment. These are:

* Aerial Survey and Investigation

* Archaeological Projects (excavation)

* Archaeological Science

* Archaeological Survey and Investigation (landscape analysis)
* Architectural Investigation

* Imaging, Graphics and Survey (including measured and
metric survey, and photography)

* Survey of London

The Research Department undertakes a wide range of investigative and
analytical projects, and provides quality assurance and management support
for externally-commissioned research. We aim for innovative work of the
highest quality which will set agendas and standards for the historic
environment sector. In support of this, and to build capacity and promote best
practice in the sector, we also publish guidance and provide advice and training.
We support outreach and education activities and build these in to our projects
and programmes wherever possible.

We make the results of our work available through the Research Department
Report Series, and through journal publications and monographs. Our
publication Research News, which appears three times a year, aims to keep
our partners within and outside English Heritage up-to-date with our projects
and activities. A full list of Research Department Reports, with abstracts and
information on how to obtain copies, may be found on www.english-heritage.
org.uk/researchreports

For further information visit www.english-heritage.org.uk
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