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The bones in this collection are in two sepa r ate 8'L'oups; the earl i er is of 

twelfth to thirteenth century date and contained 230 identifiable specinens; the 
later group is dated to the mid sixteenth century with 130 s . ecirnens. 

1'be species represented were, with one exce}Jtion, t:i1e same in both peri l. 

cattle, sheep, pig, horse, dog, red and falloVJ deer and birds. In t he thinee t 

century group there was, in addition, one specimen of otter. Iluman remains, three 

specimens in one and five in the other, Vlere also present in both periods. Tb.e 

collection is too small to allow an analysis of a&;e at death. 

Table 1. Minimwn I~unbers of Individuals 

Cattle Sheep Pig Horse Dog Red deer Fallow Otter 

12th/13th 4 4 5 2 1 1 1 1 

16th 1 6 2 1 1 1 1 

Cattle 

Ii.1easurable specimens were few but t beir dimensions are similar to those f roD 

other approximately contemporary sites (3. Ij.. ~ 6.) and i dicate f air l y s a ll 

animal s. The number of sDeciI:J.en s i n eacb croup 'ila.~ not great enough t o shoVi any 

chanb'B in si ze • Only one horn core was r esent, which, from its stout ne ss , vias . 

probably from a bull. 

Table 2. l:leasureme nts of Ca t t le Long one s 

t.I. p.w. m.s.d. d. w. Century 

Humerus 67-75 (2 ) 12th/ 13th 

Hadius 56 (1 ) " 
66 (1 ) 16th 

Tibia 48 (1) 12th/13th 

I.letacarpal - 5C) (1) II 

l1e tatarsal - 54 (1) 16th 

AstraQalus lateral length 58-60 (3) 12th/13t h 

Lower third molar tota l length 32 " 
35 16th 

1st Pnalanx - 23-28 (6) ·12t l /13th 

22 (1) 16th 

Horn core basa l circumference "185 

t.l. ~ total length p.w. = proximal nidth 

m.s.d. == mid shaft diameter d.w. = dis tal v/icth 

All measurements in mill ime t re::: and extremit i e s 

measured across articula.r surfa ces only . 
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Sheep 

The dimensions of sheep bones f~'om the neolithic to tl1e <.1e diaeval seem to 

remain virtually unaltered and those fro m this site are no exception, r esefolbling 

close ly those of the lon(; limbed slender Soay. 

~Ihe horn corGO indicate that there wer e hor ned ani mals amonG' bot ev'es and 

rams; two in particular Vlere ve'1:'J' large and heavy. 

~~ l:Ieasureraent s of SheeD Lon none 8 

cf
m.s.d. d .w. Period m. s ••d Iv t .1. p.w. 

Humerus 29 (2) 12th/13th 

27-29 (6) 16th 

Radius 144 28 16 23 12th/13th 

145 28 15 
It 

27-28 (3) , It 

140 1728 23 16th 

Uetacarpal 127 28 15 27 12th/13t h 11. 8 

23-24(2) II 

Tibia 23-26 (6) II 

Metatarsal 121 11 23 11 9·1 

20 (2) II 

131 22 15 27 16th 

142 22 14 27 1 6th 

m.s.d. - m.s.d. as %of t.l. 

* Probabl' a r::un I f robably a wether 

In the s ixteenth century group there vl ere tw o ve:t'tebrae , one cervical an 

one lumbar, both split lencthways sugge stinG t hat the butchery te cll1iq,ue of split­

ting carcases down the midcfu of the spine was employed . 'rhe earliest lJe r i oa from 

which the writer has encountered thiS Ii1e thod is the t hirteenth century but it 112. 8 

U
been described from the Iron Age. (. ). 

The presence of five animals in the eculier gl.'ou p is indicate d b;y t 1at of 

five left scapulae but the total number of specblens Vias in fact C?nl;y fourteen. 

From the 16th century the number of specimens wa s veT":!" similar. The only 

measurement sit was possible to take were of tVIO distal huraeri (27 a d 28 l~lln .) 

and four proximal radii (27-29 mID.) 

Hor?~ 

1'his animnl Vias repre sented by teetb, phal anges and me t apod i als. I': e 

dimensions indicate animals. of 13-14 hands, (135-143 cms. ), i milar to those 

from various other conteTJ1po r a ry 1',iediaevB~1 sites. lone. of the s pe c imens rom 

the 16tll century were measurable. 
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Table 4. 1.;e asurel~lents of Horse 

.L. ,v_.,Le p . Vi. m.s.d • d."\v. ~ 
~atters all Colle~ 12tl / 13thMeta.carpal 215 48 31 45 

II 

227 50 35 	 51 \I " 
210 30 	 46 Gomeldon 

( 
~ )45 

46 fythemail (l?,214 46 31 

Ba dby (sj237 51 33 52 

'l'a t te r shall Collea; 12th/1 3thf,;etatarsal 260 46 31 49 

Comeldon (.3 )
251 45 25 	 45 

42 Tat te r-shall Colle gB 12t / 13t1st Pha l anx 71 46 34 
II11 II

81 53 37 45 

. ~::;t'f 	 anima l of 15 handsThe meta ~ from Badby sugGBsts a slightly l arn;e r 

(15 2 ems.). The t welfth century animal re pr esented by a compl e te .i?ad i u s 

(327 mm.) at Cambridge Vias about 13 han ds (135 ems. ) .(') 

There were only four specimens in the entire colle ct i on; two Vi e r e mo.ndi bl e s, 


one from each group, both from terrier si ze animals. One l ad a total l en i1 of 


129 mm. with a tooth row (molars and pr omol a r s) 0 70 11 • and in the othe r the 


tooth row was 63 n®. 


Red De er 

This species provided seven slJeciL en s i ncludi nc a r a tller u twunl one f rom t he 

thirteenth century t,'Xoup . Tl i was t he ba::)[\.l Fortion of em ant l er saVin 0 f ~. art 

and attached to a portion of cro.ni UJ:l . Irmne c1ia; ely beloVi t he bur r a periec ' l y 1:0 nd 

hole of 12.9 mm. diruneter had been dr i lled rieht through t he pedicle . 

Fallow :Deer 


'l'here were only three s pecimens. A complete radi us (12/13th C) e.d t he 


dimensions - 182 t.l. - 22 m.s.d. and 30 d.w. 


Birds 

The spe cies were t he same in both eroups , domestic go ose, duc e, pr obably ma l l a rd.: 

do r.;est ic fowl , both ordinar y 3nd bantam" and hero . (he herons mi ght have be en 

t aken by falcon but as they were i mma ture birds lIou l d e qually have been easy t argets 

for the crossbow. 

Discussion 

'l'he r emains of cattle, sheep and pi c; are undoubt edly those of f ood an ir.1al s, 

either slan ght ered deliberately or el se e a ten af t er na tural ~e8 th . To deCi de , 

however, whether horse remai ns on Medi a eval s ites ~~C~~O~~ry.-.1:.s(p.. ~ 
~~~!~~WhiCh i s in no way hel pe d b~' a stuc.; of 

contemporary r e cords which do not mention the Datter at all. ( , . ) . 

John s on ( i. ) quoting earlier source s tllinl~s a ba'n on eatinG horse flesb vas 
, ' . 	 I 

applied b~: leaders of t he early Chri s t i an cburch and this belief is re l)ea tad i n a 

more recent work. ( <.. ) . Zeune:c refers to lit he t a 0 0 a ains t ea ting ho r sefle h ' l 

but pr oduces no supporting evidence. ( 10. ) • 
..,
.J. 



A s tudy of the relative numbers of whole and broken lone bones from a given 

site is not as helpful as it mi sh t seem. The presence of a hitll r r o[-ort ion of 

long bones 	with broken shafts is often quoted as evidence that the specie s in 

question was e.J.ten but, while such a conclusion may often be correct, i t ",oul 

seem to be 	based on a shaky found.J.tion becau~e the s~e result coul d be ,r oduced 

by other factors: disturbance, sinkinc of the soil or xeburial f or exomple . 

Similarly the opposite assertion is unlikely to be valid for H is l)e r fectly 

possible to remove the flesh from a C2.rcase and leave not so much as a maJJc on any 

bone., as a visit to a knackers' yard will readily confirm. 

It would seem that until further evidence is ava ilable the que stion nust 

remain unanswered. 
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