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{Ourham Castle -~ luather - continued) 23
Seven small frayments = cutting seyap, skin edges, thongs, etce,

Ho special features.
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A small guantity of serap including some fragmaents of upper with

edne/flesh stitch holes.
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A semi-circular fragment, c. %85mm, apross the strﬂgght cut edge, the
convex edoe beino torn, ay be the forepart of a vamp. Also a

few small fragments,
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A quantity of fragments, very deleriorated, the largest being reoughly
rectanqular, ¢. ?20mm, x 11%wm, One pf the pisces has an sdge/ flesh
seam, c. HD.0mm. stitch length, sujgesting that it is an upper
fragment hut another pilsece having soma supsrficial resemblance

to a sole forepart has a transverse cut and bevelled edgé with

the edue/flesh seam also 5.0mm, stitch langth.
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(a) Shoe upper, turnshoe construction, probably right foot,

NDeteriorated at inside toe and outside waist. . __.-\\;mﬁ .
”f)ﬂﬁ&?i;” ‘ B Y 7 #U%ﬁm
B AN , . )
. e o f?
\\,m R Y .

There is a slot In the vamp threoat c. 30mm, lonhg.

The tep sdge has anedge/flesh seam, c. 4.0mm, stitch length, where
the insert was attached and the backssem is similar. The right side
of the toe=—end of the vamp is in good condition and still has the
lasting margin turned in and well uefined with a grain/?iésh seam
c.5.5mm, stiteh length. A heole inthe quarter may be for a tis,
Heinght of back: 70mm,

Another rough fragment may be part of the same upper,

(b) A semi=circular section with a slightly convex transverse edge
garrying an edne/flesh seam c.%.5mmn. stitch length may bes part of
an upper tut it is not apparent where &t came from {although it

resembles a modern toes~cap)}. The curved edge is nouw rouygh and may

not br the original one. Widthe: o.140mm,

Also a feow smalley fraagments,
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Various fragients including a sole lamina, cutting scrap and thongs9
ong pair of these being knotted together.

(a) Sola lamina, from a turnshoe, possibly a right foot. ' As far as
the shape is concerned this is nearly complete except for a worn

portien at the inside (left) toe end. Very thin leaving ths normal
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(Durham Castle - leather = continued)

edge/flesh stitch holes (c. 7.0mm. apart) exposad on the outer
(underneath) surface, indigating that this specimen is a flesh
lamina. Traces of grain lamina still adhere in places.

There is only slightly more wear on ths outsids (right) corner of the
heel seat compared with the inside (left) corner but presumably this

would have been more obvious on the now disappeared graln lamina.

Tha overall shape is simple with no obvious waist; the toe sham was
probably round but there is not sufficient left to determine this

or even to say with certainty whether the specimen is part of a right ;
or leftfoot scle. :
Lengths 212mm,; width at tread: 90mm.; at seat: 66mm, About size 13

{(children's) in nodern sizes. (iif

(braw fiesh up)

>

(b) Knotted thongs. These appear to be/%le thongs each originally
attached to its own shoe quarter and knotted together by the uwearer.
One end of sach (A1 and A2 in the sksetch) has besn inserted through
a slot near the end to form a loop; the other ends (B1 and B2)

are formed into terminal knets, Thenthe two loose ends are knotted

together(C). A, Q_L,ﬁﬂ”__,__ R om 8,
wﬁiﬁiﬁp :
Ra \ 2" -

Ampng the othsr fragmants is a piece of cutting scrap showing a
double cut, presumably a mistake. ;ﬁ:::§§§z::§
Also a small bone

Two small triangular laminase of between-—section cutting scrap.

Three small fragments, probably bestweenwsection cutting scrap.

Triangular piece of scrap with one corner extended intoc a long
strip., This doees not appsar to have any significance but happens

to have been formed during the cutting of a ssction. g

four pieces of scrap. One, c. 1B0mm. x 50mm. (max.) has two cut

sdges, one long and ons short,but othsrwise there are o special

featurss. fay be goat or sheap skin.
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Trianguler strip,; 130mm. x 115mm., X 35mm.3; it has two holes 25mme%ﬁ@;é%} %
ap&rtAnear the brosd end. A slight cracking round these holes suggests’ %

that & string or tie went.through them, Use unknoun,
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(Durham Castle - leather — continued)

Three fragments. GOne is a strip,slightly curved, c., 125mm. x 35mm. {max.).
with one end torn. Another could be part of between-ssction cutting .
scrap while the third is possibly a very small piece of turnshoe

sole margin as it carries edge/flesh stitch holes 5.5mm., apart and

has a curvature similar t#the toawend,
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Small triangular pieces of befwen-section cutting scrap.
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A guantity of cutting scrap with the usual betuween-section triangular
pieces, some quite thick (ce.4.0mm.); pieces of thangding, roundings

and possibly pieces of old shoss,
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A quantity of cutting scrap similar to 7502853 also one skin shank
piece. One curiougly knotted thong could hardly have assumed its

present form accidentally.
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A fow leather scraps, very deteriorated., One appears to be the

B
&

cutting waQse between two adjoining solasj 130mm. x 3Bmm. x 5B.5mme. thick.

A few pieces of cutting scrap with no special features. One may

come from the edge of the skin,

Shoe _upper; right foot;for turnshoe construction; one-pisce wrap=round
economy pattern as previously noted; very deterioratsd, As ths rear
edge of the present spscimen is now torn it cannot v said whether or
not it was butted directly on to the inside vamp uing after wrapping
round the back of the foot or whether there was an insert here.

The tap edge of the quarter has a scalloped edge/flesh seam, c. 5.5mm,
stitch length, where a top band was attached. The lasting margih.

survives most of the way round with an edge/flesh seam, c. G.5mm.

stiteh length. In some places the holes are right in the angle of
grain and edge making it almost a grain/flesh seam,

There is a very short length of edge/flesh seam, c. 4.omm. stitch
length at Bhe instep but the general deterioration here is too great
to allow a precise interpretation,

Overall léngth: 277mm,

-
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(Durham Castle - leather = continued) 254
A few scraps including a semiecircular plece, 70mm. x 35mm, X 5,5mm.
thick which resembles a hesl seat but has no stitch holes in it;

also a piece of sole lamina and two small sirips, possibly roundings.
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A fow scraps including one skin edge with two large holes in it.
1t has some superficial resemblance to a shoemaker's handleather

but this is probably fortuitous.

Aoy o . R A S AR W AT el B F v W T el o KD Wi WA G R I B Y N DY 90 A I P e e e

o i B i I N S ) ) o om0 ALY R TR T D 8 A

One very small triangular fragment - no special featurss.

Ak W g o 4 B D e B S R ST e i Al M S Wl i M K PV T IR R e Pk ol s ek e i A5 S T ST S5k TR A3H VT M e e G LS R A U R L R T A e el oy Yook ) S 3 R MRS G My 2

One small triangular fragment, 75mm. x 60mm. x 3Bmm., with one edgs
carrying edgs/flesh stitch holes, stitch length 4.0mm., Presumably

part of an upper.
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A triangular piece of cutting scrap, c. 70mm. x 70mm. x 40mm,

A small triangular piece, 45mm. x 35mn. x 35mm., with some indication

of ssitch holes along the edges: very detericrated,

Three fragments - two short strips and one small triangular piecs

with one cut edge.
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(Durham Castle = leathser - continued)

(#ain Finds)
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which now appsars to be embedded in a metal cdncretion. Its ashape
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A curved strip, c.120mm. x 11mm. {max,) possibly an offeut from a

re-used section of upper., Also two very small unidentifiable

pieces,

i 2 G o St G K G Mt o Al o ol YL R IR B B B N

A narrow striﬁ, c. 105mm, long, with one end breoadening to 7.0mm.

suggests it could have been an instep tis thong.
| (7 X=ray) :

Turnshos upper, incomplete, pointed toe, right foot (judging from wear).

Assuming this is a right foot then the vamp has been sxtended backwards

on the outside (right) to form the outside quarter. Top and bottom

edges both curve dpwards at the back where presumably the sole

had a V~extension at Lhe back forming an upwards peak andd becoming

virtually part of the upper {similar types have been found at York and

in Swedané) « The throat has the usual."economy“ cut giving ths top

front edge of the outsﬂia quarter., The inside vamp wing is short and

shallow and must have had at least one other section stitched to it

to complete the inside quarter and match the pattern of the outside

ohe, The front top edge of the outside quarter when turned upwards

gives an opening over the foot instep of c. 47mme in height.

An unusual feature is the dip of the top edge of the outside guarter
before rising to the peak,; presumably at the middle of the baek of !
the hesl of the foot., The 6dgo preceding it forwards to the instep

is straight and has no stitch holss but this curved part is scalloped
on the flesh side with edge/flesh holes, c. 3.0mm. apart where
presumably another ssction was added to complete the gquarter and
continue the straight top edge. The insidaugmp"wiqghas.édga/?lesh

top corner

seams on both sides of the varying from 3.0mme to 4.0mm. in

i

stitch length where the additienal quarter sectionswire added,.

Near the top of the outsude querter are four parallsl cuts ranging
(front to back) from c., 10mm. to 6.0mm. and about 9.0mm. apart whsre
an instep tie was inserted, This is additional evidenoe that the

spacimen i8 a right foot upper.

Near the bodtm are two pairs of holes in a line more or less parallel-'.
to the bottom esdge. These may be whare a repair sole was wrappéd 
round and thonged to the upper.

The lasting margin remsins all round with grain/flesh marginal holas

Ce 5.0mm, apart except at the back peak where they become eﬁgﬁ/ﬁlésh
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(Durham Castle - leather = continued)
closwvr togethsr (3.5mm.). This change in seam where the sole becomes
part of the upper was also noted in the York shoas (see above).

Overall lengthi: 290mm,
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766473 Some small fragments ipcluding:
(A (a) A pisce of serpentine thonging from an upper/sole attachment with

fragments of the sections remaining.

{b) A torn piece of upper c. 80mm, X 30mm. with one edge carrying a
grain/flesh (7 edge/flesh) seam, holes c. 4.5mm, apart.

{c) A narrow curved strip, 67mm, x 3.0mi., grain/flesh holes
4,0-5.0mm. apart. May havs been&art of an insertsd rand or a strip

cyt from an upper.
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166474 Jurnshoe soleg and a small quantity of scrap.
/f% /ﬁj%t (a) Sole. Right foot, rounded tose, seat missing, worn ifto holes

AR

at inside tog and centre of tread. Usual marginal edge/flesh

stitching holes, very fine in both size and separation, c. 3,5mm. stitch
length, suggesting that this sola was past of an expensive indoor shos,
late Saxon or later. Length: 255mm., width at tread: 95mm., at waists

S5mite {Draw flesh up)

(b) The usual scrap, some triangular in shape from hatwaeﬁ sactions
during cutting; also thongs and strips. Ons piece from the edge of
the skin still has the hair on it.

(Identify the hair)
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go: 15 Three fragments forming most of a turnshos sole with the toe-end
Zfi?l/gflﬁ' missing. All are flesh laminae and carry what are now grain/flesh
T stitch holes, 4.0~5.0mm, stitch length but which were odginally
edge/flesh ones., The seat piece has its margin turned inwards and
is oreased as though it had bean pulled by the upper herg.
A small hole near the marqin pf the central (waist) section has an
impressed ring round it, diameter 5.0mm. possibly wherse
a nail rested (head underneath).
Dverall length, the three pisces tegether: 187mm.; width at
forepart: 92mm.; at seats: 77mm,
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766476 Parts of a left Ffoot turnshoe consisting of two upper fragments,
gﬁ}x YA sols and repair clump.

(a) Upper. Two fragments, one irregular and one triangular which fit
together as shown in sketch. They illustrate how thess sarly uppers
where made on an "ad hoc" basis, pieces being fitted in as required.
The inter-section stitch holes are all sdge/flesh c. 4.0mm. apart. o
The lasting margin is more prominent with grain/flesh holes, 4,5mm. apart.
(b) Sols, This has a complete lasting margin with edge/flesh marginal
holes, stitch length 4,.5mm, The waist and part of the seat have been
completely worn away into holes and repaired at some time since
there are additional holes, particularly at the seat, mhafa nails
ware inserted. Part of a nail still remains.
The forepart is alsc worn thin and here a clump was thonged on
{or stitched using a heavy thread) and still remains although
daeteriorated. The holes alsomain in clump and sole, variable é
but c. 14.0mm. apart with ridges between; there is a doubls set ‘

across the waist,

it is not clear where the upper piecss joined thse solej possibly at
X and Y
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(Durham -astle — leather - continued) 29
(2) 198mm, % 50mm. Central butted seam down one side, stitch length
4,5mm. 1t may be the bottom (pointod) end since it has been cut to
a tapsr and there are stitch holec right through where a repair pliecs
has been addsed but is now missing.
(b) A much heavier specimen than (a), 180mm, x S55mm tapering to 40mm,
and crudely thongsd, so much so that iv is difficult to see how
this sheath, if it is a sheath, could have been opensd. There is
some indication that thes two sides were originally continuous round
one edge and stitched down the other with coarse stitches, some over
10wm, long, but now both sides are separated and the pieces are held
toegether by thonging.

(Draw hoth sides of (b))
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Two_fragments of a turnshos sole, very thin, possibly left foot;

toe-end and outside of forepart now missing. Fine marginal edge/flesh

sgam, 3.,0mm, stitch length. Overall length: 170mm.

Three upper(?) sections_and one piece of edge binding.

Mow that the upper pieces have been treated and flattened it is

difficult to say how they fitted tegsther. Two of them with more or
less corresponding edges (concave and convex) have edge/flesh stitch
holes, 2.5mm, stitch length, where presumably they were butted and blind
spamed togsther, They then give a continuous scalloped tﬁp adga (ab)
to which the piece of edge binding may be fitted as it has corrssponding

scallops and holes and a bevelled sdge.

The largs section, c. 205mm, »x 100mm. also has/gg?tched edges with
similar stitech lengths but it is not apparent how this fita in with thes
cthers. 0One characteristic of this ssection and slso of the others,
however, is the presence of rows of grain/flesh stitch holes, c.3.5mm
apart forming zig=zag lines ascross the specimen. Presumably these were

for decoration.
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(Durham Castle - lsather - continued) 30

The top-band is now 140mm, x &6DBmm, and consists of a folded strip

of leather. In addition to the lower scalloped and bevelled and pierced
edge alresady mentioned, there is another row of very small trensverse
slots for about two-thirds of its length (which is the length of

the rectangular section over which it fits) through which thread
passed.

Turnshoe upper, "economy" pattern, probably right foot, deteriorataed,
The right side of the vamp projects upwards over the instep and
backwards to farm the right{outside) quarter; the upper part of this
quarter eppears to have been cut away and used for another purposa.
Presumably thdés quarter then passed right round the back of the foot

and aventually mst through an intermediats section the insids (left)
vamp wing. A small L-shaped fragmant remaining may be part of this
intermediate saction,

The top of the right quarter has a scalloped edge/flash seam, c. 3.5mm
stiteh leangth, where presumably a top~band was added . The sdgs of

the vamp throat, left side, has an edge/flesh butted seam, €.4.0mm,
stitch length, where the next section of the inside {left) guarter

was added.

The lasting margin and lower edge all round have deteriorated so

much that no identifiable part remains,

Two pairs of slots, ®ach about 10mm. long and with a sepgration of 10mm.,
and 55mm. between centres of pairs, are where the instep tie was :
passed, agaln indicating that this is a right foot (Bedﬁgéfz sbova).
The small Leshaped section still restains whet is probably part of the
lasting marglin, turned inwards and with a stitch length of 4,.5mms
also the front butted seam, stitch length 4.0mm,. where it joined the
left vamp wing. '

There is also a small piece from X on diagram with stitch holes
correspgnding to those on the vamp throat.
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Turnshoe, right foot, complete with instep tie thong and some of
the sole attaching thread in situ and still joining upper and sole,
Upper. The "wrap round" type with the vamp extending on the insids

{left) into a shﬂrt quarter and on the outside {right) into a long
quarter passing round the back of the feoot. Inside and outside
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766480
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Turnshos upner, wrap-round pattern, right foot. It may be the fellow

of 766498 but appears to have had a piece cut away from the top

of the guarter. The toe~end of the vamp has seome lengitudinal cuts
which may be deliberate slashing or just fortuitous. The vamp throat
has an edge/flesh seam, stitch length c.4.0mn., and this continues
round the angular end of the vamp wing (left). The front end of the
right quartar has a scalloped edge with edge/flesh holes, ghitch length
Ced.Dmm. , where a tnpmgand was added (see 766498). The lower edge
{lasting margin) has now deterierated all round and does not show any
holes. Twe pairs of more or less vertical slots in the outside '
guarter are where the instep tie thong was inserted (again see 766498),

Overall length: c.315mm.

An Leshaped detached fragment with twe stitched edges is probably
part of an inasert for the left guarter.

(Draw flat)
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Turnshoe, left foot; upper, now in two parts, and sole.

Vampt: very ebteriorated over the big toe arsea and round the throat

but the lasting margin remains stil) turned in with a grain/flesh
seam, stitch length 3.0mm.

Quarters: now flattened ad deteriorated all round the edges so
orientation is difficult but they appear to have extended in one piece

round the back of the foot and to have been stitched te the vamp wings

either side. One fragment has stitch holes corresponding to those on thi

sole at the inside waist,

S5o0la: small size, probabl%,For a child, left footyj slightly pointed
toe but a wide waist giving a nearly "straight® shoe {neither left

nor right). Partly delaminated. Marginal edge/flesh seam, stifch
length 3.0mm, matching the vamp. Two parallel rows of holaes across
the front and of the waist indicate that a repair clump was added over
the forepart but it is not clear how this would have been attached
round the edges unless the nsw stifches passed through the old ones,
The heel seat is worn as usual but there is no indication of repair.
Langths 176mm,; width at tread: 66mm.; at waist: 62mm., at seat: S50mm.

c. size 8% children's in medern sizes.

Turnshoe solwe, forepart and part of waist (right side) eonly, left foots

worn thin in centre of tread. Usual marginal edge/flesh sean,

stitch length 3,0-3.5mm. ebiteh—temgth, which is very fine for a large

shoe. The original sole, ignoring shrinkage, would have been c.260mm.

long, c.s8lze 6 adults' in modern sizes, which is quite large far an

garly shoe. Width across tread: 9%mm,
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(Durham Castle = lsather - continuaed) ue

The general shape and fine stitching of this sole suggest it was
part of a high~class shoe,
{nota: a long cut near the outside edge may be where it was intended

to re-uss the sole but the job was neverx finished)

\ng,\) W rmory pet

Leathar fragment, oval with tuo projecting tabs. One of the tab
sdges continuwes as a cui into the oval suggesting that it is an

over-cut and therefore that the specimen is waste From the cutting of

msomething slse rather ghan an artifggt in 4ts own right, In either

case the solution is not clear. f,»vvn\&\; ‘ﬁ
%w Segp o
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Turnshoe soleg forepart and waist only; part of toe and whole of

seat now missing. OMuch largsr than usual and also has an unusual

tos shape. The inside {right) edge of forepart, waist and seat is :
nearly straight but therse is an outward flare in the little toe
region of the outside (left) edge. The back edge is now torn but may
have been cut at some time and holes across here {possibly more than
one set) suggest that a repair was made, such as?%em seat-plece,

The sole itself has the usual edge/flesh holes, stitch length 4.5mm.,
very clear along sach side of the waist but they have disappeared
ngar the toe indicating that the present gdge ghere is not the original
one, agaln making it impossible to determine the orginal toe shapse.
Prasent length:221mm.; width at tread:105mm.; at waist; c.B88mm.

The orginal length was probably c.260mm. c.size 6 adults' in moderm size:

A small triangular fragment has ene marginal grain/flesh seam, slLitch
length c.4.5mm., presumably a piece of the upper for the shove sols.
Therse is also a piece of upper lasting marain, 104mm. long, again with
stitch holes & 4,5mm, separation. UOoth of these spacimens havse

thread in situ.
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Turnshos upper, wrap-round pattern, left foot., Similar to other

examined but possibly of finer quality. The vamp is more or less
complete with the right wing (ipside) finishing in an edye which

slopes forward and carries a butted edge/flesh seam, sitch lenath 4.0mm.
The outside (left} wing continues to become the quarter which then
carries on round the back of the feoet and would originally have met

the inside wing with or without an insert. In this present case
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{Ourham Castle = leather -~ continued) te

The general shape and fine stitching of this sole suggest it was
part of a high-class shoe.
{note: a long cut near the outside edge may be where it was intended

to re-use the sols but the job was never finishad)
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Leatler fragment, oval with two projecting tabs. One of the tab
adges continues as a cut into the oval suggesting that it is an

over~cut and therefores that the specimen is waste Fyrom the cutiting of

msomething else rathsr than an artifggt in &ts own right. In either

case the solution is not clear. /xﬁﬂﬁ\\\; : 0
G
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Turnshoe sole; farenart and waist only; part of toe and whole of

sgat now missing. [luch larger than usual and also has an unusugl

tos shape. The inside (right) edge of forepart, waist and seat is
nearly straight but there is an outward flare in the little toe

region of the outeide (left) edge, The back edgs is now torn but may
have been cut at some time and holes across here {possibly more than
one set) suggest that a repair was made, such as?%eu seat-piece,

The sole itself has the usuasl edge/flesh holes, stitch length &.5mme,
very clear along esach side of the walst but they have disappeared

near the toe indicating that the preosent edge fhere is net the original
one, again making it impossible to detsrmine the orginal toe shaps.
Present length:221mm.y width at tread:105mm., at waist; c.88mm.

The ouginal length was probably c.260mm. c.size 6 adults' in moderm size:

Y , )
7 preef

A small triangular fragment has one marginal grain/flesh seam, sbLitch
length c.4.5mm., presumably a piece of the upper for the abova sole.
There is also a piece of upper lasting margin, 104mm. long, again with
stitch holes & 4.5mm, separation, Hoth of these specimens have

thread in situ,
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Turnshoe upper, wrap-=round pattern, left foot, Similar Lo other

axanined but possibly of finer quality. The vamp is more or less
complete with the right wing (isside) finishing in an edye which

slopes forward and carries a butted edge/flesh seam, £itch length 4.0mm.
The outside (laft) wing continues to becoms the quarter which Lhen
carries on round the back of the foot and would originally have met

the inside wing with or witiheut an insert. In this present case
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{Durham Castle - leathser -~ continued)
tha leather has deteriorated very badly here and the inside guarter
is incomplete.
The front of the outsids quarter projects upwards over the instep
but neither here nor along the top of the guarter are thsrs any
signs of stitching so no top=hand was addad.
The lowsr edge {(lasting margin) remains intact in some places,
with grain/flesh holes, &«itch length c. 3.5mms This is quite'a.
fine stitch for sole atteching suggesting a high guality shoe.
Presapt langth: c.345mm.

(Draw grain up and asa reconstructed upper)

iv
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(Durham Castle = leather = continued)

quarters are connected by twe . - inssrts ~ a vertical
rectangular ons extending from the top edge to the lasting margin and
a triangular one with a sloping top edge filling in the right-angle
between the top of Lhe vamp winguad the front of the other insert
{(see Fig. )

The vamp throat is round and there is an indievation of an edge bindinge
The instep tie tong remains passing through two slots in the outside
quarter, after which it broadens to prevent its pulling through.
There ars also two closer slets in the inside wing, the thong now
passing through one of them, and two more in the insert which forms
part of the inside quarter. Thaere is also a detached piece of thong,

shHorter than the other and again with a broad end. These tuwo

thongs would presumably have originally been tied together over the
left quaxztier.
The various upper sections have bean_buttad together and blind seamed
with an edgs/flesh seam, stitch length 4.0mm,
The lower edge or lasting margin of the uppser is very sharply
turned in and moulded and has large grain/flesh holes, stitch lahgth
Hoelm7.0mm., some of which still carry thresd, where it was stitched
to the sole and at one place {the outside joint) the sole is still
actually attached; e very rare occurrence with ghoes of this ags.
(identity thread)
So0le. Markedly right foot with a very prominent ad curuad.outsida
joint (little toe sarea) but fairly straight at the inside joint and
waist; toe shap is medium round (as contrasted with the very sharp
toes of the 14th and 15th centuries), It has the usual marginal
edge/flesh turnshoe seam with stitch holes 6.0-8.0mm. apart.
Worn into holes at toe, tread and seat (more on the right side of
the seat as usual for a right foot).
Length (sole)s 245mm. width at tread : 95mm.; at waist: BSmm.
at seat: 77mm. Rbout size 4, adults' in modern sizes. ;
There is also a small piece of scrap, possibly a lamina of the upper ¢

but it is not clear where it came from.
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(Durham Castle - leather - continued)

Small oval-shaped leather object, c. 95mm. x 60mm., originally

filled with a fibrous mass of what appears to be flat vegetable fibras,
alao possibly some hair, The periphery is folded and there are somae
indications of stitech holes. [May ba a bag or sven a baby's shoe but

there is no clear indivation of this or why it should be stuffed.
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Three narrow fragments of leather, the longest c.160mm. with a
maximum width of c. 2.0mm. These are too narrow to be used as shos
ties and may simply be parings from upper sections., One is bifurcated

but this is appsarently due to delamination rather than cutting.

Fragments of a looped moccasin=type shos, sides and sole portion.

The left side has thres loops and one tie thong and has been
delaminsted, the flesh lamina remaining on the sole portion.

The right side has ohe complete leoop and tie thongs at front and back,
also fragments of two other loops., The rear sdge of the right side
also has creases and grain/fiesh stitch holes where it was joined

to the other side, c. 6.0mm. stitch length,

This type of shoe is essentially Romano-British and many similar

types have besen found in BritainZ, The rather crude backseam however

compared with the Romano=HBritish ones suggests that this method of

shoemaking was continued onto Saxon times but with less skill,
Note: the loops were formed in the upper by slotting and pulling
sideways,

The sole portion is probably a lamina and carries part of the

left side of the uppery it also has the creases and stitch hulés at
the back,

Length {longest side): 165mm.
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(Durham Castle - leather - continued)

Turnshoe upper, righ: foot; wrap-round type, one-piece except for

a missing Veshapsd insert (or perhaps two inserts) to complete the
inside guarter, A slight ridge down the centre of the vamp has bsan
formed by two parallel rows of fine stitching on the grain side, ths
holes still remaining, c. 1.5mm, apart. The vamp has a semi~circular
throat and its edge, and also the rear edge of the left (inside)} wing,
has edge/flesh holes, J3.0mm. stitch length. It is not clear what the
throat holes were for unless some sort of tongue was attached here

but the end holes are where the insert was attached, The top edge

of the extended vamp=wing/quaecter is scalloped with edge/flesh holes,
c.3.5mm, stitch length, where a top-band was attached., The end rises
to a pzak and the back edge then curves away from it, presumably where
wherpe. the section passed round the back of the foot to the inside where
it then joinad the now missing V=shpped insert to complete the insids
quarter, This back edge carries edge/flesh stiteh holes, ¢itch length
S 0mme

The lower edge {lasting margin) of the section, although detsriorated,
is still turned in at places and carries the grain/flesh stitch holes
5.0mm, apart used for the sole attaching,

A small crascenteshaped fragment; alsco with a turned-in edgs carrying
similar stitch holes to the lasting margin and with a slightly
scalloped oppmsitdedge carrying holes 7.0mm. apart, may be a repalr

for the back of the upper since there are similar holes here. It might
even be a small gtiffener for the back of the shoe although these

are kot commbn at this period.

Two parallel slots c.7,.0mm, long and 8.0mm. apsrt in the éutside
quarter and two similar ones in the short insidses vamp wing show shere
the instep tie was fixed,

Overall length:z 290mm,

There are also two very small fragmentary Veshaped laminas with
‘stiteh holes. They appear to be the remains of the inside guarter

insert referred to above. j%%?‘ ,
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Low boot; turnshee construction, right foot, very d¢tteriorated but
most of the upper and sole remain,

Upner. “Lconomy" pattern as previossly described. The vamp portion
s more or less complete but the back of the quarter is badly
deterierated. The short inside vamp wing has sdge/flesh stitch holes

Codi,Omm, stitch length. There sye ssveral vertical cuts in ths
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{Durhag. Castle —~ leather -~ continued)
outside quarter and one which now extends from the top edge may have
been intended to permit easier entry of the foot, The top edge has
o stitch holes. The bod@m edge (lasting margin) still remains

turned in in places with grain/flesh holes, c.4.0ma. stitch length.

50le. Also badly deteriorated and it is now Jifficult te dtermine
what was the original shape of the toe and forepart. It appears

to have had a very wide tread indsed (¢.110mm, ) narrowing to 80mm. in
the waist and c. 60min. at the seat. The overall lsngth (when
straightened) is c.260mm. oT c.size 7 adults' in modern sizes, which
is quite large for a shoe of this period (as excavated). The present
shape of the sole suggests it might even have been mads for a person

with an abnormal foot.

A thong remains in situ through a slot, presumably used to attach a
forepart repair, since there has heen a great deal of wear herej

the seat has the usufgal maximum wear for a right-foot sole at the right
cornar and sidsa.

The marginal edgs/flesh holes correspond with those in the upper,
c.4.0mm, stitch length,

A small curved and perforated strip may be part of an inserted rand
originally included betwesn upper and 50183 or a lamina from the edge of

upper itself. 1its curvature corresponds with that of the vamp.

Various shoe parts

(a) Boot upper, turnshoe construction, left foot "sconomy" pattern
gomplete except for a very small triangular insert,now missing,

at the top edge of the right quarter. This is a "classic" exampke

of the skilZful cutting and Tolding of a single piece of leather to
form an upper. The rear sdge of the right vamp wing and ths
corresponding front edge of the right auarter (after it bas passed
round the bsck of the foot) both carry an edge/flesh butted seam uith
stitch holes, 3.5@mm. stitch length. The top edge (except whare the small
insert was fixed) is scalloped with edgs/flesh holes, G.4.0mns stitch
iength yhere the topmﬁand was attached, The front end. of ths top
sdge where the triangular insert was reguired has edge/flesh holes
with 3.8mme. stitch length but no scalleping.

The lasting margin is still turned in with grain/flesh sole attaching
holes, stitch length c. 4.B6Bmm,

On the inside surface (flesh)} there still remain at the seat the

stitch toles to wifch the tap edge of the stiffenser was attached by
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(Nurham Castle - leather - continued)

averstitching forming an arc above the bottom edge; varfhable

stitch length c,8.5mm.
OQverall length: 400mm,; maximum widthi 170mm. ; hieight of top of

leq above lasting margin: c.125mm. _nyuukgkb@¢M§
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(b) Boot upper, left foot, a wrap-round pattern for turnshoe
construction requiréng a preater area of insert {porhaps more than
one piece) than does (a). The right vamp wing has a rather crudse row
of grain/flesh stitch holes, 4.5-5.0mm, stitch length, with creasing
betuwesn them, not sueh a craftsman-like job as the similar seam in (a)e
The front edge of the leg portion (left side of upper) risaes much
higher than does (a), c.100mm. above the lasting margin., There is
is no scalloping or row ef stitch holes along the top edge.

The back edge is very deteriorated atfhe bottom but nearer the top
there is an edge/flesh seam, c.3.5~4,0mm. stitch length, where it was
joined tothe missing section,

Parallel slots on both sides show whers a tie thong was inserted.

The lesting margin remains ezcept at the seat, still turned in and
carrying a grain/flesh seam, 6.5mm. stitch length, where it was

attached to the sole. Overall length: 260mm.

> ()
i
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{(e) A rectangular fragment c.90mm. x 65mm. with two cut adgas

one of which is scalloped and carries an edge/flesh seamgstitch
length 3.%mm, and the other with an edge/flesh seam also 3.5mm. but
nat scalleped, This piece may be the front top corner of the right leg

of {b) but this is by no means certain.

{(d) Ffour small fragments, no identifiable features.

P 166494 The remains of a shoe which appears to liave been made by thohging
-éiééiblﬁifa togethar scraps‘#om other shoes almost at randpm. There are so many
: individusl pieces superimposed that it is virtually impossible to
work out a pattern or method of procedure by which the "neuw' shoe
was made., Some of the pieces have marginal edge/flash stitch holss
belonging to the “parent® shos but not required for the “new" one,
8.0 there is a section of turnshos sole, possibly that of the original
shoe, which now forms the foundation of the present shos but the

"upper®™ has been thenged to it. This "upper® is itself only ce. 25mm.
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high above the sole edge and carries another row of thonging so
possibly yet another section was added above this., The forepart,
both above and below, is a confusd agglomeration of re-used scraps.
Altogether, this shoe is a truly remarkable example of a really
Yeobhled" job,

Overall length: c.260mm.; widths140mm.

(Photo. both sides)
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\zéﬁagﬁ Turnshoe sole, right foot. fiedium pointed tos, wide waist.
/// ey Marginal edge/flesh seam, ¢itch length 4.5mm. Uorn into a hole at

nutside joint, waist and right corner of seat. A good example of

a turnshoe sole before fashion exaggerated the pointed Los and narrowed
the waist,

Lengtht 266mm,, width at tread: 93mm.: at waist: BHmm.; at seat:68mm,

(Draw flesh up)
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766496 Half of a wooden disc,; diamester:110mm,, thickness: 10mm, tise unknouwn,
7& /ST
766497 Fragments of a turnshoe in very poor pondltlgn._ Probably right foot.

Kﬁ2£251/7533 Upper., One side remaﬁgab c?%t%“l f%%) é%ﬁ%ﬁuﬁggigﬁggnd in situ -
an early example of thisd4, Stitch holes 5.0mm, apart, Tl"aerea‘izwA
some indication that the vamp and quarter ware similar to those wf: i

clivended. abews. but the desterioration is so great that one cannot be 7 |

gertain of this. There is also somse indication that the sole continued
with a Veextension at the seat to form the back of the uppsr since
the back?edge of the upper seems to run on continuously from ttie
lasting merpgin with similar stitch holes,

e

Fqg%j?ntanj)

Sola., Only mm/ esh laminas remain and tlese has lost forepart and

seat. [Marginal holes, originally edge/flesh 5.0mm. stitch length.

There is also & five-~sided fragment with three plain cut edgss and
two stitched ones both carrying edge/flosh seams, stitch langth c.5,5 mm. :

Probably an insert from the other side of the uppsr,

The upper appears to have a deliberate gut or hole with creases on
on:s side Lhrough which an instep tie passed. There are somewhat

gsimilar holas on the other side but these may be due te deterioration .

Rand, Two small strips remain, 4.0mm. - S.,0ms. wide, with grain/flash
stitch holes 4.5mm. apart. Also another strip or thong with no holes.

Overall lenagth length of uppers 340mm,

Two other fragmentary laminae, one with a cut edge and one with two

cut edges showing traces of stitch hales)may belong to the upper.
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766498 Turnshoe. left foot, complete wrap-—round "economy” pattern uppsr

//{;}\ j}%uQ with insert and sole.
175

Upper. The typical "Beconomy" pattemcomplete in one piece axcept for
a reughly rectangular insert forming the right instep tab and Jeining
the outside left quarter after this has passed round the back of tha
foot. The top edge of he quarters has no stitch holes so a top=band
was never added. The insert seams and corresponding seams on the main
part of the upper ars all hutted with edge/flesh stitch holes, stitch

length c. 4.0mm. The lasting margin is well defined and carries tuo

sets of holes*(a) the original edge/flesh ones, stitch length 4,5mm.
and (b) a}eu tupnel stitch ones round the inside of the tos-end,
slightly %igher than the first set and with a stitch length 7.0-8,0mm.,.
used in repairing.

Sowe slots in the outside quarter riear the lssting margin are probably
where the instep tie ﬂpng was inserted. There is also a slot in the
narrow backwards extension of the inside vamp wing
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Sole. 1left foot, rounded toe, &raight inside waisty worn at the usuél‘

places: inside toe, outside joint and hee seat. Some indication of

a foot impression. Usual edge/flesh marginal turnshoe seam, siitch lengthl
4,.5mm. {as on lasting mergin of upper)

Length: 212mm.; width at forspart: 90mm.; at waist: BOmm.; at seat:74mm.
c.8lze 12, child's in modern sizses,

A clump repairsclae, a fragment of uhich/?g%%%ns, wag added by tunnel

stitching to cover the hole on the toe end of the sole. This has also

worn into a hole at the same place.

(Draw both sides of sole and flesh side of clump to show tunnels)
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766490 Turnshoe sole; probably left foot. Almast HatraightV, i.e. neither
ffgzéﬁfﬁfQV left nor right, but the wearing away of the left corner of the hesl seat
LA vy '
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(Durham Castle -~ leather - continued)
sugnests it came from a left fool shoe. Usual marginal edge/ flesh
stitch holes, stiteh length 4.5mm,
Lenath: 210mm,; width at trcad: O8mm., at waist: B0mm.; at saat 72mm,
c. size 12%, child's, in modern sizes,

(Draw flesh up)
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Knife shaath, Mmma. X mm@ (max.); one edge folded, the other

stitehed, The stitched sdge is stepped to give a flange through
which there is a hole, preeumably where thes sheath was suspended
from a strap or belt. The tapered end of the sheath has a criss—cross

incised decofation., Extra stitch holes duguest a repair.

¢ By )

e o R R Vs el 4D M e o KD RS WO (G AP U KR YD T Mt Ak b e b i Mo b b el S S A A0 M s i ot s KSR 0 AN R RO Y KR G ) ity €SB £ M K Ky Py P 3 K A il o} S i o o i, G M 68

Turnshos sole, forspart and waist, probably right foot; flesh lamina

only except for a small portion at the inside walst (the area of least
@woar) where the grain lamina alsc remains, Usual marginal edge/flesh
seam, stitch length 3.0mw, (finer than usual). The fairly pointed

toe shape smd finer stitching sugygests that this sole was part of

a high=class fashionable shos., Only a few fragments of the seat

now remain. #Present length: 190mm,

(draw flesh side to show seam)
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Strap. 115mm. X 11=12mm, x c. 2.5mm. thick; torn each end, Tuwo
longitudinal parallel rows of obligue stitch holes, c. 3.0mm. stitch
length, suggest it was stitched to ancther similar piece,

{(Oraw)
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Jurnshos upper and soley sandalised, right foot,

Upper, This is now in two parts, vamp and back of quarters, and in
the present collection of shoes is unique in design, TYhe vamp has
heen cubt into an assymetrical open-work pattern with some s&perficial
ressmblance to a Roman=British moccasin-type looped shoa® but of
course with the leather continuing ovser the top of the foot and gttached
via the lasting margin to the sole with/Grain/flesh seam. stitch
length 2.5ms. The part of the upper covering the big toe (the left
gide of the toe-end)} is solid without cut-duts, a good point in.design
of any period. The guarters are # gandalised matching the vamp with

a strap projecting forwards and upwards from the left side. Tuwe pairs
aof holes at Mke end of this strép suggest that it was folded here to
form a loop for an instep tie but another strap may have bsensfitched

to it. The sadge sloping forwards and downwards from this strap is
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apparently torp. Behind the dtrap there is a deep U~shaped inlet
and then a torn edpe. The lower edose, the lasting margin, is
similar to that on the vamp.
The outside quarter (right side) is now missing but presumably the

complete quer was similar to the reconstruction shouwn in Fige.se

f'?ﬁ(/ﬂl?)\\ ) W“\ \ﬁfﬁf | \,«—)

Sole. Nostly‘flesw lomina only with odd grain fragments remainingg
its ghape is similar bto those of the 13th and 14th centuries with its
long pointed toe and wideffare at the outside jointi the waist,

which is now worn away along the outside edga?%g probably wider than

that of the later shoes however. Usual marqinal edge/flesh seam

with a stitch langth 2.5mme = 3.0mme,
‘F—H%

Although %this shoe is unigue in the present cellectidn similar ones
have been recorded in the 10th/11th centuries®,
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To60504 Turnshoe vamp and sole, right foot.

//i; fj77ﬂ) Vamps Straight throat wilh no indication of joining to other séctians.
Lasting marpin well defined with stiteh holes c. 4.0mm. apart,.
Length - toe tothroat: 90mm.
5ple. Uroader and larger than usualy worn into a hole at the inside
toe and back of seat, more on left than right which is unusual for
a right foot. Usual marginal edge/flesh seam, 4,0mm. stitch length
corresponding with vamp, Length: 249mm, ; width @ tread: 100mm,
at waist: 90mm.; at seat:73mm, c. size 5 adults' in modern sizes,
This shos is in complete contrast to the previous one, 766503
(Draw)
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765505 (a)Knife sheath. Similar to 76500 with a step in the stitched edge.

\
§é%§ /éﬁ/‘ The stitching, howevery,; continues in line from the lower edge
W_,__,m,.ﬂ

and doss not follow the stepped flange, e X MM o
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(b) Turnshoe sole, child's (?), probably right foot, deteriorated,

particulariy at toe and seat but still carrying marginal edge/flesh
stitch holes; c. 3.%mm. stitch length.
Lengthe 160mm. 3 width at tread: 53mm.; athmists 45mm. 3 at seat: 45mm,.

ce size 7, childfs in modern sizos
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(7656505b L B
ctd. ) Ci?i;’ {?Eﬁ' = - jLuyamﬁyﬁ
& )
'éﬁiﬁﬂn, - -
766506 (a) Turnshose: upper (part) and sole, right foot,

Upper. fiay orginally haua%gtended round back of foot as the right vamp
wing now finishes in a cut edge without stitch holes. Inside this wing

.-"’_‘_-

ol there are two parallel slots, prosumably for a tie thong. The
[T A

(\\Nm:f?m inside (left) vamp throat has «dge/flesh holes, 3.5mm. stitch length,

where an insert was addaed (sce Figees«). The lasting marnin remains
in places, turned in with grain/flesh holes, stitch length c. 4.0mm,.
Length: c.205mm.

Another very thin section, c. 180mm. x 75wn. may be part of the
inside (left) gquarter and has some possible traces of stitching but
it is now too deteriorated to determine exactly how it fitted, if

indsed it ever did. It may sven be a sole lamina,

Spla. a flesh lamina only, right foot, with edae/flesh marginal holes
3.5mm. stiteh length, correspemding te those in the upper. The tos

end, outside waist and seat have now gone,

(b) Pagt of @ turnshoe upper, probably left Footk\ 1lchd as en
-dafl
"gannibalised”, only a narrow section including the/ agting marpin

remaining with grein/flesh holes 4,0mm. apart. Thicker #han usual
for an upper leather = 3,0mm, Two tis slots remain and apparently the
original upper passed round the back of the foot, Tha rea#end of
the flattened section has edge/flesh holes c. 3.0mm. &itch length 3.0mm,
e _ whers butted and stitched tobﬁe right vamp wing (or insert) after going
\xyffbvw round the heel. Length: <, 260mm.
Another section, trapezoidal shaped, has two plain cut edges and two
stitched ones with edge/flesh holes c.4.5mm, apart; also two pairs
of tie slots. It may be part of an insert from the same upper.

/;Mwwwwwmﬁ It also hag two repair holes.
By BV
\\\ Wb (Draw both parts together)

(c) A small guantity of fragments, some with@kitch holes; probably

pieces of upper

(d} A small triangular section, 30ms, x 40mm, x 50mm. has a lasting marglr
and two butted edge/flesh seams. Hreobably an insert for an otheruwise

incomplets "wrap-round" upper.
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A shoe with a cubt-out upper is illustrntoed in “The Book of the Feet®
by J. Sperkes Hall (London, 1847). It is sald there to be"copied

from -*the Durham book" or beok of St. Cuthbert, now preserved

among the Cottonian manuscripts 1in the Oritish Museum, and is belisved
to have been exocuted as early as the seventh century by the hands

of fadfreid, afterwards Bishop of Lindisfarne, who died in 721.%



