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Sc-?ven small fraljrnents ..,. cutting sa§.p, skin edgos, thonyot f.Jtc., 

No special features. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A small qllantity of scrap including some fragments of upper with 

erige/flpsh stitch holes. 

--.---------------------------------------------------------------------------
7,;0273 A semi-circular fragment, c c 95mm.ooross the str~aght cut edge, the 

convex edge bein~ torn. ,~ay be the f"orepart of a vamp. Also a 

few small fraglnents. 

--.--_._-----------------------------------------------------------------------
7!J027'~ A quantity of fragments, vBry deteriorated, the largest being roughly 

rectangular, c. 220mm. x 115mm. Une ~f the pieces has an edge/flesh 

seam, c. 5.0mnl. stitch length, sU~i98sting that it is an upper 

fragment out another piece having some superficial resemblance 

to a sale forepart has a transverse cut and bevelled edge with 

the edge/flash seam also 5.0mm. stitch IBngth. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
750275 

'1502'76 

(a) 2.hoB upp,e.r" turnshoe construction, probably right foot. 

Deteriorated at inside toe and outside waist. . "~'lf:::::''''' , 
.• JI "".v , .' )f :J ''''~ 

.~~': "'~'!' G~ . k ,L,:; ""-~ 
~ , n\ " u--f 

~ .,,~ .... --.~" . ~ 

There is a slot in the VBmp throat c .. 3fJ1I11l1. long. 

The top edge has an~ge/flesh seam, c. 4.6mm. stitch length, where 

the insert was atteclled and tile backseam is similar. The right side 

of the toe-end of the vamp is ii' good condition and still has the 

lestinq margin turned in and well ll8fined with a grain/flesh seam 

c.5.5mrn. stitch length. A hole intbe quarter may be for a tie .. 

Heiqllt of back: 70mm. 

Another rough fragment may be part of the same upper. 

(b) A semi-circular section with a slightly convex transverse edge 

carrying an edge/flesh seam c.3.5mln. stitch length may be part of 

an upper Gut it i6 not apparent where 't came from (although it 

resembles a modern toe-cap). The curved edqe is now rough and may 

not be the original one. 

Also a fow smaller fragments. 

Various fragments including a 801e lamina, cutting scrap end thongs, 

one pair of these being knotted together. 

(a) Sale l,a.m,i,Il."" from a turnshoe, possibly a right foot. As far ae 

the shape is concerned this is nearly complete except for a worn 

portion at the inside (left) toe end. Very thin Ieeving the normal 



75')277 

750278 

750279 

750280 

(Durham Castle - leather - continued) 

edge/flesh stitch holes (c. 7.0mm. apart) exposed 011 the outsr 

(underneath) surface, indioating that this specimen is a flesh 

lamina. Traces of grain lamina still adhere in places. 

24 

There is only slightly more wear on the outside (right) corner of the 

heel seet compared with the inside (left) corner but presumebly this 

would have been nlore obvious on the now disappeared grain lamina. 

The overall shape is simple with no obvious waist; the toe sha~ Was 

probably round but there is not sufficient left to determine this 

or even to say •• ith certainty whether the specimen is part of a right 

or left foot 801e. 

Length: 212mm.; width at tread: 90mm.; at seat: 66mm. About si ze 13 

(childran 's) in 'Hodern sizes. 

(Draw flesh up) 

(b) .KD.o_tt.e.d .. _~.h.QD.9.O!.. These appear to beA~~ thongs each originally 

attached to its own shoe quarter and knotted together by the wearer. 

One end of each (A1 and A2 in the sketch) has been inserted through 

a slot near the end to form a loop; the other ends (81 and 82) 

are formed into 

together( C) 
ends are knotted 

Among the other fragments is a piece of cutting scrap showing a 

double cut, presumably a mistake. 

Also 8 small bone 

Two small triangular laminae of batween-section cutting scrap. 

Three small fragments, probably between-section cutting scrap. 

Triangular piece of scrap with one corner extended into e long 

strip. This d08s not appear to have any significance but happens 

to have been formed during the cutting of a section. 

Four pieces of scrap. One, c. 1BOmm. x 50mm. (max.) has two cut 

edges, one long and one short,but otherwise there are no special 

features. May be goat or sheep skin. 

Triangular strip, 130mm. x 115mm. x 35m",.; it has two holes 25mm. ~d' 
apartJ,near the broad end. A slight cracking round these holes Sl.$gg8stS' 

that a string Dr tie went through them. Use unknown. 

. ~ 
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(Durh~m Castle - laatl,er - continued) 

Three fragments. One is a strip,slightly curved, c. 125mm. x 35mm. (max.), 

with one end torn. Another could be part of between-section cutting 

scrap while the third is possibly a very small piece of turnshoe 

sole margin es it carries edge/flesh stitch holes 5.5mm. apart and 

has a cutvature similar t~tb8 toe-end. ___ .m _______________ ~ ______________________________________ ~ ________________ ~ ___ _ 

750283 Small triangular pieces of betwEm-section cutting scrap. 

---.----------------------------------------~-----------------~------------------
750284 

750285 

Three small pieces of thonging and a piece of triangular cutting scrap. 

A quantity of cutting scrap with the usual between-section triangular 

pieces, some quite thick (c.4.0mm.); pieces of thong~ing, roundings 

and possib~y pieces of old shoes • 
..,._ ... '_ .... m~ __ ... _ .... __ .... ___ .... __ ... _______________ .... _________________________ ... ______________ _ 

75(1286 

750281' 

A quantity of cutting scrap similar to 750285; also one skin shank 

piece. One curiouSly knotted thong could hardly have assumed its 

present form accidentally. 

A few leather scraps, very deteriorated. One appears to be the 

cutting wa~se between two adjoining soles; 130mm. x 38111111. x 5.5mm. thick. 

~ 
.... -._-_ ... _--_ ...... _----------_ .... _------------------------------.... ----~,------- .... --------
750288 A few pieces of cutting scrap with no speci~l features. One may 

come from the edge of the skin. 

----------------------------------------------~---------------------------------

750289 2..hoe._-"E.P.e.~; right foot; for turns hoe const ruct ion; one-piece wrap-round 

economy pattern as previously noted; very deteriorated. As the rear 

edge of the present specimen is now torn it cannot ~ said whether or 

not it was butted diractly on to the inside vamp wing after wrapping 

round the back of the foot or whether there was an insert here. 

The top edge of the quarter has a scalloped edge/flesh seam, c. 5.5mm. 

stitch length, where a top band was attached. The lasting margin 

survives most of the way round with an edge/flesh seam, c. 6.5mm. 

stitch length. In some places the holes are right in the angle of 

grain and edge making it almost a grain/flesh seam. 

There is a very short length of edge/flesh seam, c. 4.omm. stitch 

length at ~e instep but the general deterioration hare is too great 

to allow a precise interpretation. 

Overall length: 277mm. 
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Insurt 
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(Durham Castle - leather - continued) 

A few scraps including a semi-circular piece, 70mm. x 35mm. x 5.5mm. 

thick which resembles a heel seat but has no stitch holes in it; 

also a piece of sale lamina and two small strips, possibly roundings. 

-_._---------------------------------------------------------------------------
A few scraps including one skin edge with two large holes in it. 

It has some superficial resemblance to a shoemaker'. handleather 

but this is probably fortuitous. 

_._--_._------------------------------------------------------------------------
750292 One very small triangular fragment - no special features. 

-~--~.-----------------------------------------=-~-----------------------------

7 fiO 293 One small triangular fragment, 75mm. x 60mm. x 35mm., with one edge 

carrying edge/flesh stitch holes, stitch length 4.0mm. Presumably 

part of an upper. 

_._-_._--------------------------------------------------------------------------
750294 

750295 

750296 

750,,97 

A triangular piece of cutting scrap, c. 70mm. x 70mm. x 40mm. 

A small triangular piece, 45mm. x 35mm. x 35mm., with some indication 

of !i;itch holes along the edges; very deteriorated. 

Three fragments - two short strips and one small triangular piece 

with one cut edge. 

A fewFcraps, mostly from cutting, and one piede of strap, 65mm. x 28mm. 
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(I~ajn Finds) 

766&70 A curved strip, c.120mm. x 11mm. (max,) possibly an offcut from a 

a~ ,,$o~ re-used section of upper. Also two very small unidentifiable 

pieces. 
___ .m _______________________________________________ ~ ________________________ _ 

766,\71 

& 1~t;3 
A narrow strip, c. 105mm. long, with one end broadening to 7.0mm. 

which now appears to be embedded in a metal cdncretion. Its shape 

suggests it could have besn an instep tie thong. 

(7 X-ray) 

----------------------------=-------------------------------------------------
766472 .T.u.r.n.sD.o.'? __ L1p2-ex .• incomplete, pointed toe, right foot (judging from wear). 

Assumin~ this is a right foot then the vemp has been extended backwards 

on the outside (right) to form the outside querter. Top and bottom 

edges both curve fupwards at the back where presumably the sole 

has a V-extension 

of 

et the back forming an upwards peak add becoming 

the upper (similar types have been found at York and virtually part 

in Sweden.) • The throat has the usual "economy" cut giving the top 

front edge of the outsd)e quarter. The inside vamp wing is short and 

shallow and must have had at least one other section stitched to it 

to complete the inside quarter and match the pattern of the outside 

ohe. The front top edge of the outsiae quarter when turned upwards 

gives an opening over the foot instep of c. 47mm. in height. 

An unusual feeture is the dip of the top edge of the outside quarter 

before rising to the peak, presumably et the middle of the baak of 

the heel of the foot. The $dge preceding it forwerds to the instep 

is straight and has no stitch holes but this curved part is scalloped 

on the flesh side with edge/flesh holes, c. 3.0mm. apart where 
f: presumably another section was added to complete the querter ald , 
c' 

continue the straight top edge. The insidev~mp-wlnghas edge/flesh N 

seams on both sides of the top corn~rvarying from 3.0mm. to 4.0mm. in .~ 
stitch l"ngth where the edditional quarter sections were added. 

Near the top of the outsude quarter are four parallel cuts ranging 

(front to baak) from c. 10mm. to 6.0mm. and about 9.0mm. apart where 

an instep tie was inserted. This is additional evidenoe that the 

specimen is a right foot upper. 

Near the bo~m are two pairs of holes in a line more or lS8s parallel 

1:0 the bottom edge. These may be where a repair sole was wrapped 

round and thonged to the upper. 

The lasting margin remains all round with grain/flesh merginal holes 

c. 5.0mm. apart except at the back peak where they become edge/flesh 
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clos8r together (3.5mm.). This change in seam where the sale becomes 

part of the upper was also noted in the York shoes (s8e above). 

Overall length: 290mm. 

i~~.?\~ '-/_~.;.~ ... ~ 
~.~dij··</· .. ~.---~-/ -//:: 

<.;;;.""----
(\. it. 
~ 4.---iL V,<./),,-,> 

- .. __ ._------------------------------------------------------------------------
7664'13 

~ 
Some smell fragments including: 

(a) A piece of serpentine thonging from an upper/sole attachment with 

fragments of the sections remaining. 

(b) A torn piece of upper c. Bomm. x 30mm. with one edge carrying a 

grain/flesh (7 edge/flesh) seam, holes c. 4.5mm. apart. 

(c) A narrow curved strip,67mm. x 3.010111., grain/flesh holes 

4.o-5.olllm. apart. May have beenbart of an inserted rand or e strip 

cut from an upper. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
766474 

/\ /<.._'JJ. 
~ dlr 

Iu.rl',sho.!'.._s_o}_,,- and a small quantity of scrap. 

(a) Sale. Right foot, rounded toe, seat missing, worn iota holes 

at inside toe and centre of tread. Usual marginal edge/flesh 

stitching holes, very fine in both size and separation, c. 3.5mlll. stitch 

length, suggesting that this sale was past of an expensive indoor shoe, 

late SaXon or later. Length: 255mm., width at treed: 95mm., at waist: 

5Smm e (Draw flesh up) 

(b) The usual scrap, some triangular in ehape from between sections 

during cutting; also thongs end strips. One piece from the edge of 

the skin still has the hair on it. 

(Identify the hair) 



Three fragments forming most of a turnshoB sale with the toe-end 

missing. All are flesh laminae and carry what are now grain/flesh 

stitch holes, 1t.0-5.0mm. stitch length but which were originally 

edge/flesh ones. The seat piece has its margin turned inwards and 

is creased as th"ugh it had been pulled by the upper here. 

A small hole near the margin pf the central (waist) section has an 

impressed ring round it, diameter 5.0mm. possibly where 

a nail rested (head underneeth). 

Overall length, the three pieces together: 187mm.; width at 

forepart: 92mm.; at seat: 77mm. 

---.~----------~--------------------------------------------------------------

766476 

& /Si/2 

Parts of a left foot turnshoe consisting of two upper fragments, 

sale and repair clump. 

(a) ~E£er. Two fragments, one irregular and one triangular which fit 

together as shown in sketch. They illustrate how these early uppers 

where made on an "ad hoc" basis, pieces being fitted in as required. 

The inter-section stitch holes are all edge/flesh c. 4.Dmm. apart. 

The lasting margin is more prominent with grain/flesh holes, 4.5mm. apart. 

(b) .§.oJ.".' This has a complete lasting margin with edge/flesh marginal 

holes, stitch length 4.5mm. The waist and part of the seet have been 

completely worn away into holes and repaired at some time since 

there ere additional holes, particularl~ at the seat, where nails 

were inserted. Part of a neil still remains. 

The forepart is also worn thin and here a clump was thonged on 

(or stitched using a heavy thread) and still remains although 

deteriorated. The holes also )l8main in clump and sale, variable 

but c. 14.0mm. apart with ridges between; there is a double set 

across the waist. 

It is not clear where the upper pieces joined the sale; possibly at 

X and Y 

) 
c 
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Two pisces .0 f sw.or.rJ, ,s,h,e,at,h,s,' 

(a) 198mm. x 50mm. Central butted seam down one side, stitch length 

4.5mm. It may be the bottom (pointod) end since it has been cut to 

e taper and there are stitch holsc right through where a repair piece 

has been added but is now missing. 

(b) A much heavier specimen than (a), 180mm. x 55mm tapering to 40mm. 

and crudely thonged, so much so that it is difficult to see how 

this sheath. if it is a sheath, could have been opened. There is 

some indication that the two sides were originally continuous round 

one edge and stitched down the other with coarse stitches, some over 

101llm. long, but now both sides are separated and the pieces are held 

together by thonging. 

(Draw both sides of (b» 

-------------------------_._-------------------------------------------~.-------

1:.w,D,.f£a.9.m,e,nt§_o.r~a, ,t.u,J:'.ns.I:t.o,e .. .ejJ}.',!,. very thin, possibly left foot; 

toe-end and outside 01' forepart now missing. Fine marginal edge/fle~h 

seam, 3.omln. stitch length. Overall length: 170mm. 

--~--~.--------------------------------------------~----~----------------------

766479 

A~':., I <)6) 
1:. hr,".e",LJP_p,e.ri.?J, ,s,ecti,o.n,8_.and" o!".e.,p.iece .0 f edg.8 .. bi.n.d.in.9.' 

Now that the upper pieces have been treated and flattened it is 

difficult to say how they fitted together. Two of them with more or 

less corresponding edges (concave and conve~) have edge/flesh stitch 

holes, 2.5mm; stitch length, where presumably they were butted and blind 

seamed together. They then give a continuous soalloped top edge (ab) 

to whioh the piece of edgF binding may be fitted as it has corresponding 

scallops and holes and a bev811ed edge. 

The large section, c. 205mm. x 100mm. also has/&!£tched edges with 

similar stitch lengths but it is not apparent how this fits in with the 

others. One characteristic of this saction and also of the others, 

however, is the presence of rows of grain/flesh stitoh holes, c.3.5mm 

apart forming zig-zag line8 across the specimen. Presumably these were 

for decoration. 
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(Durham Castle - leather - continued) 30 

The top-band is now 1AOmm. x 6Dmm. and consists of a folded strip 

of leather. In addition to the lower scalloped and bevelled and pierced 

edge already mentioned, there is another row of very small transverse 

slots for about two-thirds of ~ts length (which is the length of 

the rectangUlar section over which it fits) through which thread 

passed. 

T.u.r.n_s,h.o.e.uppBr, "economy" pat tern, probabl y right foot. deteriorated. 

The right side of the vamp projects upwards over the instep and 

backwards to form the right(outside) quarter; the upper part of this 

quarter appears to have been cut away and used for another purpose. 

Presumably thms quarter then pessed right round the back of the foot 

and eventually met through an intermediate section the inside (left) 

vamp wing. A small L-shaped fragment remaining may be part of this 

intermediate section. 

The top of the right quarter has a scalloped edge/flesh 8eam, c. 3.5mm 

stitch length, where presumably a top-band was added. The edge of 

the vamp throat, left side, has an edge/flesh butted seam, c.4.0mm. 

stitch length, where the next section of the inside (left) querter 

was added. 

The lasting margin and lower edge all round have deteriorated so 

much that no identifiable part remains. 

Two pairs of slots, mach about 10mm. long and with a separation of 10mm., 

and 55mm. between centres of pairs, ara whete the instep tie was 

passed, again indicating that this is a right foot (aee76l~12 above). 

The small L-shaped section still retains what is probably part of the 

lasting margin, turned inwards and with a stitch length of 4.5mm.; 

also the front butted seam, stitch length 4.0mm. where it joined the 

left vamp wing. 

There is also a small piece from X on diagram with stitch holes 

corresp~nding to those on the vamp throat. 

~~,-"---~ ,- ) 

~.~ 

IU_Enshoe, right foot, complete with instep tie thong and eome of 

the 801e attaching thread in situ and still Joining upper and sale. 

YFl'..8.E.' The "wrap round" type with the vamp extending on the inside 

(left) into a sbort quarte!' and on the outside (right) into a long 
quarter passing round the back of the foot. Inside and outside 

• 
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(Durham Cautle - leather - continuod) 
for ~!L.lCL 

30b 

!1:'Jnshoa~, wrap-round pattern, right foot. It may be the fellow 

of 766498 but appears to have had a piece cut away from the top 

of the quarter. The toe-end of the vamp has 80me longitudinal cuts 

whioh may be deliberate slashing or just fortuitous. The vamp throat 

has an edge/flesh seam, stitch length c.A.Omm., and this continues 

round the angular end of tho vamp wing (left). The front end of the 

right quarter has a scalloped edge with edge/flesh holes, IO!itch length 

c.4.0mm., where a top-Sand was added (see 766498). The lower edge 

(lasting margin) has now deteriorated all round and does not show any 

holes. Two pairs of more or less vertical slots in the outside 

quarter are where the instep tie thong was inserted (again S8e 766498). 

Overall length: c.315mm. 

An L-shaped detached fragment with two stitched edges is probably 

part of an insert for the left quarter. 

(Draw flat) 

Turnshoe, left foot; upper, now in two parts, and salee 

Vamp: very mteriorated OVel' the big toe are8 and round the throat 

but the lasting margin remains still turned in with a grain/flesh 

8eam, stitch length 3.0mm. 

quarters: now flattened ~d deteriorated all round the edges so 

orientation is difficult but they appear to havA extended in one piece 

round the back of the foot and to have been stitched to the vamp wings 

either side. One fragment has stitch halos corresponding to those on th, 

sale at the inside waist. 

Sale: small size, probabl~ for a child, left foot; slightly pointed 

toe but a wide weist giving a nearly "straight" shoe (neither left 

nor right). Partly delaminated. Marginal odge/flesh seam, stitch 

length 3.0mm. matching the vamp. Two parallel rows of holes across 

the front end of the waist indicate that a repair clump was added over 

the forepart but it is not clear how this would have been attached 

round the edges unless the new stitches passed through the old one8. 

The heel seat is worn as usual but there is no indication of repair. 

Length: 176mm.; width at tread: 66mm.; at waist: 62mm., at seat: 50mm. 

C(j size 8-& children's in mor~ern sizes .. 

Turnsh08 sale, forepart and part of waist (right side) only, left foot; 

worn thin in centre of tread. Usual marSinal edge/flesh seam, 

stitch longth 3.0-3.5mm. 8tlteh length, which is very fine for a large 

sho8. The originAl sale, ignoring shrinkage, would hove been c.260mm. 

long, c.size 6 adults' in modern siz88, which is quite large for an 

early Sh08~ Wirlth across tread: 95mmo 
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766tl85 

(Durham Castle - leather - cOlltinuod) 

Tho general shape and fine stitching of this sale suggest it was 

part of B high-class sh08. 

(note: a long out neer the 

to re-U88 the sale but the 

outside 

wae 

edge may be where 

never f.lnished) 

it was intend.od 

LeatHer fragment, oval with two projecting tabs. One of the tab 

edges continues as 8 cut into tho oval suggesting that it is an 

over-cut and tharefore that the specimen is waste from the cutting of 

msomething else rather \l)han an arti fact in Lts own right. In 8i ther 

case the solution is not clear. 

Turnsh08 sale; forepart and waist only; part of toe and whole of 

SBst now missing. Much larger than usual and also has an unusual 

toe shape. The inside (right) edge of forepart, waist and seat is 

neerly straight but there is an outward flare in the little toe 

region of the outside (left) edge. The back edge is now torn but may 

have been cut at some time and holes across here (possibly more than 
C!-

one sst) suggest that a repair was made, such aslnew seat-piece. 

The sale itself hes the usual edge/flesh holes, stitch length 4.5mm., 

very clear along each side of the waist but tllCy have disappeared 

near the toe indicating that the prosent edge thore is not tile original 

one, again making it impossible to determine the orginal toe shape. 

Present length:221mm.; width at tread:105mm •• at waist; c.D8mm. 

The original length was probably c.260ml11. c.size 6 adults' in moderm sizel 

"''<' -' M' - ~~~ 
~:-.. ""------'"-::=;::;;;=::c... __ ·3:.:i!Y::->-://. 

~.'.:-- - --
A small triangular fragment has one marginal grain/flesh seam, stitch 

length c.4.5mm., presumably a piece of the upper for the above sale. 

There is also a piece of upper lasting margin, 104mm. long, again with 

stitch holes * 4.5mm. separation. Both of these specimens have 

thread in situ o 

Turnshoe upper, wrap-round pattern, left foot. Similar to other 

examined but possibly of finer quality. The vamp is more or less 

complete with the right wing (ioside) finishing in an edge which 

slopes forward and carries a butted edge/flesh seam, ~itch length a.Omm. 

The outside (left) wing continues to become the quarter which then 

carries on round the back of the foot and would originally have met 

the inside wing with or wittlout an insert. In tllis present case 
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766LI84 

(Durham Castle - leathor - continued) 
3Ue 

The general shape and fine stitching of this sale suggest it was 

part of a high-class shoe. 

(note! a long cut near the outside edge may bo llihere it was intended 

to ro-usB the sale but the job was never finished) 

(?~;-::. ~-.-:: - - .. -:: ,':c"'.:0",".>, ) 

'

" ,".:?:'st~ 
, , '" --- ~ - ~ ... 

LeatHer fragment, oval with two projecting tabs. One of the tab 

edges continues BS a cut inte tho oval suggesting that it is an 

over-cut and therefore that the specimen is waste from the cutting of 

msomething else rather \:,han an artifa,t in iLts own right. In either 

CASO the solution is not clear. 

Turnshoe sale; foropart Bnd waist only; part of toe and whole of 

seat now missing$ Much larger than USUAl Bfld also I,as an unusual 

toe shape. The inside (right) edge of forepart, waist Bnd sBat iD 

nearly straight but there is an outward flare in the little toe 

region of the out.ide (left) edge. The back edge is now torn but may 

have been cut at some time and holes across here (possibly more than 
C1---

one set) suggest that a repair was made, such asl new Bost-piece. 

The sale itself has the usual edge/flesh holes, stitch lungth 4.5mlll., 

very clear along each side of the waist but they I'Bve disappcared 

nBar the toe indicating that the prnsont edge ~18re is not the original 

one, again making it impossible to determine tho orginal toe shape. 

Present length:221mm.; width at tread:105mm., at waist; c.08mm. 

The original length 'uas probably c.260mJlJ. c.siz8 6 adults' in moderm size. 
~ - - -

A small triangulnr fragment has one marginal grain/flesh seam, stitcll 

length c.4.5mm., prosumably a piece of tho upper for the above sale. 

There is also a piece of upper lasting margin, 104mm. long, again with 

stitch holes ~ 4,5mm. separation. 80th of these specimens have 

thread in situ. 

------------=-~---------------------~------------------------------~-----.~--~-

766685 Turn_shoe~LlJl.E!'_;:, wrap-round pattern, left foot. Simil"r to other 

8xalnined but possibly of finer quality. The vamp is more or less 

complote with tho right wing (ioside) finishing in an edge which 

slopes forward and carries a butted edge/flesh seam, ~itch 1811gth ~.Omm. 

The outside (left) wing continues to become the quarter which then 

carries on round the back of the foot and would originally I,ave met 

the inside ll)ing lJJith or without an in;30rt.. In this present CiJse 
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(Ourham Castle - loather - continued) 

the leather has deteriorated very badly here and the inside quart or 

is incomplete. 

The front of the outside quarter projects upwards over the instep 

but neither here nor along the top of the quarter are there any 

signs of stitching 80 no top-band waS added. 

The lower edge (lasting margin) remains intact in some placss, 

with grain/flesh holes, ~itch length c. 3.5mm. This is quite a 

fine stitch for sale attaching suggesting a high quality shoe. 

Presept length: c.345mm. 

(Draw grain up and aSa reconstructed upper) 
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(Durham Castle - leather 

quarters are connected by two inserts - a vertical 

rectangular one extending from the top edge to the lasting Inargin and 

a triangular one with a sloping top edgo filling in the right-angle 

between the top of the vamp wing(~d tho front of the other insert 

(soe fig, ) 

The vamp throat is round and thera is an indication of an edge binding. 

The instep tie tong remains passing through two slots in the outside 

quarter, after which it broadens to prevent its pulling through. 

There are also two closer slots in the inside wing, the thong now 

passing through one of them, and two more in the insert which forms 

part of the inside querter. There is also a detached piece of thong, 

shorter than the other and again with a broad end. These two 

thongs would presumably have originally been tied together over the 

left quarter. 

The various upper sections have been butted together and blind seamed 

with an edge/flesh seam, stitch length 4.0mm. 

The lower edge or lasting margin of the upper is very sharply 

turned in and moulded and has large grain/flesh holes, stitch length 

G.0-7.0mm., some of which still carry thread, where it was stitched 

to tho sale and at one place (the outside joint) the sale is still 

actually attached, a very rare occurrence with Shoes of this age. 

(identify thread) 

~. ~larkedly ri9ht foot with a very prominent md curved outside 

joint (little toe area) but fairly straight at the inside joint and 

waist; toe sha~ is medium round (as contrasted with the very sharp 

toes of the 14th and 15th centuries). It has the usual marginal 

edge/flesh turnshoe seam with stitch holes 6.0-8.0mm. apert. 

Worn into holes at toe, tread and seat (more on the right side of 

the seat as usual for a right foot). 

Length (sole): 245mm. width at tread 

at soat: 77mm. About size 4, adults' in modern sizes. 

There is also a small piece of scrap, possibly a lamina of the upper 

but it is not clear where it came from. 
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Small oval-shaped leather object, c. g5mll1, X 60mm., originally 

filled wi~h a fibrous mass of what appears to be flat vegetable fibres, 

also possibly some hair. The periphery is folded and there are some 

indications of stitch holss. May bo a bag or even a baby's shoe but 

there is no clear indiuation of this or why it should be stuffed. 
_v. __ ~ _____________________ ~ ________ ~ ________________________________________ ~_ 

7(i64!l9 

~ Ib~'l 
Three narrow fragments of leather, the longest c.160mm. with a 

maximum width of c. 2.0mm. These are too narrow to be used as shoe 

ties and may simply be parings from upper sections. One is bifurcated 

but this is apparently nue to delamination rather than cutting. 

Fragments of a looped moccasin-type shoe, sides and sale portion. 

The left side has three loops and one tie thong and has been 

delaminated, the flesh lamina remaining on the Bole portion. 

The right side has one complete loop and tie thongs at front and back, 

also fragments of two other loops. The rear edge of the right side 

also has creases and grain/flesh stitch holes where it was Joined 

to the other side, c. 6.0mm. stitch length. 

This type of shoe is essentially Romano-British and many similar 

types have been gound in Britain 2 • The rather crude backseam however 

compared with the Romano-British ones suggests that this method of 

shoemaking was continued onto Saxon times but with less skill. 

Nots: the loops were forlned in the upper by slotting and pulling 

sideways., 

The sale portion is probably 8 lamina and carries part of the . 
left side of the upper, it also has the creases and stitch holes at 

the back. 

Length (longest side): 165mm. 
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.LLJ"':.').§.f:1.~L!El'8r, righ' foot; wrap-round type, one-piece except for 

a missing V-shaped insert (or perhaps two inserts) to complete the 

inside quarter. A slight ridge down tho centra of the vamp has been 

formed by two parallel rows of fine stitching on the grain side, the 

holes still remaining, c. 1.5mm. apart. The vamp has a semi-circular 

throat and its edge, and also the rear edge of the left (inside) wing, 

has edge/flesh holes, 3,Omm. stitch length. It is not clear what the 

throat holes were for unless some sort of tongue was attached here 

but the end holes are where the insert was attached. The top edge 

of the extended vamp-wing/quaDter is scelloped with edge/flesh holes, 

c.3.5mm. stitch length, where a top-band was atteched. The end rises 

to a peak and the back edgs then curves away from it, presumably where 

whgrg the section passed round the back of the foot to the inside where 

it then joined the now missing V-sh~ped insert to complete the inside 

quarter. This back edge carries edge/flesh stitch holes, ~itch length 

3.0mm. 

The lower edge (lasting margin) of the section, although deteriorated, 

is still turned in at places and carries the grain/flesh stitch holes 

5.0mm, a~art used for the sale attaclling. 

A small crescent-shaped fragment, also with 0 turned-in edge carrying 

similar stitch holes to thH lasting margin and with a slightly 

scalloped opposit~erlge carrying holes 7.Dmm. apart, Illay be a ropalr 

for the back of the upper since there are similar holes here. It might 

even be a small stiffener for tho back of the shoe although these 

are h-at cornman at this period" 

Two parallel slots c.7.Dmm. long and a.Dmm. apart in the outside 

quarter and two similar ones in the short inside vamp wing show ehere 

the instep tie was fixed. 

Overall length: 29Dmm. 

There are also two very small fragmentary V-shaped laminae with 

stitch holes. They appear to be tho remains of the inside qUarter 

insert referred to abov8~ 

r 
-----------"----------~---~---- -

~--

;j; 
I~d 
;;=,{ VI? 

----------------------------~---~---------=~----------------------- .----------
/,,766(,92 

/20 Ib'5'"")" 
Low boot, turnshoe construction, right foot, vary ~terior8ted but 

most of the upper and sale remain. 

ypper. "Economy" pattern as previo8s1y described. The vamp portion 

is more or less complete but tho back of the quarter is badly 

deteriorated. The short inside vamp wing has edge/flesh stitch holes 

co4~Omm~ stitch 18ngth~ Thera are several vertical cuts in the 
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outside quarter and one which now extends from the top edge may have 

been intended to permit easier entry of tho foot. The top edge has 

no st.itch holes. The boo/!:m edge (lastinr) Illargin) still remains 

turned in in places with grain/flesh holes, c.4.0mm. stitch length. 

501e. Also badly deteriorated and it is now difficult to <fj:;ermine 

what was the original shape of the toe and forepart. It appears 

to have had a very wide tread indeed (c.110mm.) narrowing to 80mm, in 

the waist and c, 60mm. at the seat. The ouerall length (When 

straightened) is c.260mmo or C68iz8 7 adults' in moriern siz8s, which 

is quite large for a shoe of this period (as excavated). The present 

shape of the sale suggests it might even have been made for a person 

with an abnormal foot. 

A thong remains in situ through a slot, presumably used to attaoh a 

forepart repair, since there has been a great deal of wear here; 

the seat has tho usupal maximum IDear for a right-foot sale at the right 

corner and side. 

The marginal edge/flesh holes correspond with those in the upper, 

c.4.0mm. stitch length. 

A small curved and perforated strip may be part of an inserted rand 
3 originally included between upper and sale or a lamina from the edge of 

the upper itself. Its curvature corresponds with that of the vamp. 

--G---------------------------------------------------------------------------
76~93 ~arious shoe parts 

/'\ 
~jtf/)- ( 8) B02.L...':'.EEe!,'.. turnshoe construction, left foot "economy" pattern 

complete except for a very small triangular insert,now missing, 

at the top edge of the right quarter. This is a "classic" exampie 

of the skillful cutting and folding of a single pieoe of leather to 

form an upper. The rear edge of the right vamp wing and the 

corresponding front edge of the right quarter (after it has pessed 

round the back of the foot) both carry an edge/flesh butted seam with 

stitch holes, 3.5~m. stitch length. The top edge (except where the small 

insert was fixed) is scalloped with Bdge/flesh holes, c.4.0mm. stitch 

length where the top-&and was attached. Tho front srid. of the top 

edge where the triangular insert was required has edge/flesh holes 

with 3.5mm. stitch length but no scalloping. 

The lAsting margin is still turned in with grain/flesh sale attaching 

ho188, stitch length c. 4.6mm. 

On the inside surface (flesh) thore still remain at the seat the 

stitch hJles to w./iich the top edge of the stiffener was attached by 
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overstitching forilling an arc above the bottom edge; varruable 

stitch length c o 8 0 5mm. 

35 

Overall length: 400m, •• ; maximum width: 170mm.; ileight of top of 

leg above lasting margin: c.125mm. 

f--~ --~",~ 
/ 

~ 

(b) Doot upper, left foot, 8 wrap-round pattern for turnshoe 

construction requirmng a greater area of insert (perhaps more than 

one piece) than does (a). The right vamp wing has a rather crude row 

of grain/flesh stitch holes, 4.5-5.0mm. stitch length, with creasing 

betw8en them, not 8uuh a craftsman-like job as the similar seam in (a). 

The front edge of the leg portion (left side of upper) rises much 

higher than does (a), c.100mm. above the lasting margin. There is 

is no scalloping or row of stitch holes along the top edge. 

The back edge is very deteriorated atthe bottom but neerer the top 

there is an edge/flesh seam, c.3.5-4.0mm. stitch length, where it was 

joined to the missing section .. 

Parallel slots on both sides show where a tie thong was inserted. 

The lasting margin remains ezcept at the seat, still turned in and 

carrying e grain/flesh seam, 6.5mm. stitch length, where it was 

attached to the sale. Overall length: 260mm. 

'1 ,f'CCfi)'" :(<-) 
: I ,. . 11-,:,> 
i/ ~~ 
~-

(c) A rectangular frabment c.90mm. x 65mm. with two cut edges 

one of which is scalloped and carries an edge/flesh seam,s±itoh 

length 3.5mm, and the other with an edge/flesh seam also 3.5mm. but 

not scalloped. This piece may be the front top corner of the right leg 

of (b) but this is by no means certain. 

(d) Four small fragments, no identifiable features. 

The remains of a shoe which appears to have been made by thonging 

together scraps tom other shoes almost at random. There are so many 

individual pieces superimposed that it is virtually impossible to 

work out a pattern or method of prooedure by which the "new" shoe 

was made. Some of the pieces have marginal edge/flesh stitch holes 

belonging to the "parent" S~08 but not required for the "new" one, 

e.g. there is a section of turnshoe sale, possibly that of the original 

shoe, which now forms the foundation of the present shoe but tho 

·upper" has besn thonged to it. This "upper" is itself only c. 25mm. 
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high above thR sole edge and carries another row of thonging so 

possibly yet another section was added above this. The forepart, 

both above and below, is a conflEBd agglomeration of re-used scraps. 

Altogether, this shoe is a truly remarkable example of a really 

lIcobbled tl job. 

Overall length: c.260mm.; width:140mm. 

(Photo. both sides) 

------------------------------------------------~----------------------------
"166495 

;(~. I~"l./ 
, ..J 

TurnshoE sole, right foot. r'iedium pointud toe t IJJide waist, 

Marginal edge/flesh seam, ~itch length 4.5mm. Worn into a hole at 

outside joint, waist and right corner of seat. A good example of 

a turnshoe sale before fashion exaggerated the pointed toe and narrowed 

the waist. 

Length: 266mm., width at tread: 93mm.: at waist: 85mm.; at seat:68mm. 

(Draw flesh up) 

/\ 766496 Half of a l'looden disc, diameter:110mlll., thickness: 10mll1. Use unknmm. 
//bA ;,"'[1) ~-~ _~:~T~ __________________________________________ ~ _________________________ , ___ _ 

, 766497 

Ii! i0 /7,:;5 
Fragments of a turnshoe in very poor condition. JJ_robably right foot. 

Upper. One side remaiW~Il'WlJP-;;.iJk\±'¥J.rfinBq:~"i:~'lfa¥ha8ij>and in situ -

an early example of this4. Stitch holes 5.0mtn. apart. Th.ere i!j . 
~'V"L some indication that the vamp and quarter were similar to U,ose ""'" '7 

,;4-">f:~~~ ~ but the deterioration is so great that one cannot be 

certain of this. There is also some indication that the sale continued 

with a V-extension at the seat to form the back of the upper since 

the backq~dge of the upper seems to run on continuously from t~e 

lasting tnargin with similar stitch holes. 

Sale. Only ~~1¥is~§J,'r?mina3 remain and trese· han lost forepart and 

seat. rlarginal holes, originally edge/flesh 5.omm. stitch length. 

There is also a five-sided fragment with three plain cut edges and 

two stitched ones both carrying edge/flesh seams, stitch length 0.5,5 mm. 

Probably an insert froill t.he other side of the upper. 

The upper appears to have a deliberate cut or hole with creases on 

one side through which an instep tie pasGed. Tl,ere are somewhet 

similar holes on the other side but these may be due to deterioration 

~. Two small strips remain, 4.0mm. - 5.0mm. vlide, with grain/flesh 

stitch holes 4.5mm. apart. Also another strip or thong with no holes. 

Overall length length of upper: 340mm. 

Two other fragmentary lamina8, one with 8 cut edge and on8 with two 

cut edges showing traces of stitch holes may ~slong to the upper. 
! 
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Turnsh08. loft foot, complete wrap-round "oconomy" pattern upper 

with insert and sole. 

YI 

Upper. The typical "economy" pattern complete in one piece except for 

a roughly rectangular insert forming the right instep tab and joinin~ 

the outside left quarter after this has pa.sed round the back of the 

foor. The top edge of be quarters has no stitch halos so 0 top-band 

was never added. The insert 80ams and corresponding seams on the main 

part of tho upper are all butted with edge/flesh stitch holes, stitch 

length c. 4.0mm. The lasting margin is well defined and carries two 

sets of ho18s'(a) the original edge/flesh ones, stitch length 4.5mm. 

and (b) ar"w tum-wI stitch ones round the inside of the toe-end, 

slightly higller than the first set and with a stitch length 7.0-B.Omm. 

used in repairing. 

Some slots in lhe outside quarter nBar the lasting margin are probably 

"Jhere the instep tie t!,:,ng was ~nserted. There is also a slot in the 

narrow backwards extension of the inside vamp wing 

( /~~~~ :,.~ ' .. ';' ':'''''''":1 t' _Jj~y7_~ ___ ______ 
" "7- , i.-_j 

"--- 'z .-----~~~--~- -~-"~~~~-

So.u:. left foot, rounded toe, sraight inside waist; worn at the usual 

places: in8i,le toe, outside joint and hee seat. Some indication of 

a fool impression. Usual edge/flesh marginal turnshoe seam, slitch length 

4.5mm. (as on lasting margin of upper) 

Length: 212mm.; width at forepart: gOmm.l at waist: 80mm.; at 8eal:74mm. 

008iz8 12, child's in mo(\ern sizes. 

A I 'I f t f h' h/stil.l dd d b s.. . .J:1!!l.E. r8p.a~r so 0, a ragmen 0 W lC r8f1lalllS, was a 8 y tunnel 

stitching to coVer the hole on the toe end of the sole. This has also 

worn into a hole at the sarno place. 

(Oraw both sides of sale and flesh side of clump to show tunnels) 

(3 
ce..vvj? 

-,.----,.----~-,.-~--.. -"---,:::!..,.,-----, .. --------------'----,-----------------------"-
Turnsho~8018, probably 18ft foot" Almost .Hstraight ll , i~8~ neJ.thel:' 

left nor right, but the wearing away of the left corner of tha heel soat 
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suggests it came from B left fooL sh08. Usual marginal edge/flash 

stitch hol08, stitch length 4.5mlll. 

Length: 210m!n.; width at tr(lad: BBlllm., at waist: 80111In.; at seat 72mm. 

c. siz8 12~, child's, in modern sizese 

(Draw fl 8sh up) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Knife sheath, mm .. x mmm (max.); one edge folded, the other 

stitched. The stitched edge is stepped to give a flange through 

which there is a hole, preeumably ,"her8 the sheath was suspended 

from a strap or belt. The tapered end of the sheath has a criss-cross 

incised decotation. Extra stitch holes ~Ugg8St a rEp~ir. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
766501 

If~'p.) 1711~'5 

"- 766502 

'-~\//jJ3 

766503 

12'6/7/7 

Turnshoe sale, forepart and waist, probably right foot; flesh lamina 

only except for a small portion at the inside waist (the area of leatt 

wear) where the grain lamina also remains. Usual marginal edge/flesh 

senm, stitch length 3.0m",. (finer th,,,, usual). The fairly pointed 

taB shape md finer stitching suggests that this sale was part of 

a high-class fashionable shoe. Only a few fragments uf the seat 

now remain. Present length: 190ml •• 

(draw flesh side to show seam) 

stri'.fl.. 115mm. x 11-12mm. x c. 2.5mm. thick; torn each end. Two 

longitudinel parallel rows of oblique stitch holes, c. 3.0mm. stitch 

length, suggest it was stitched to another similar piece. 

(Draw) 

TUrnshoe upper and sale, sandalised, right foot. 

~J8r. This is now in two parts, vamp and back of quarters, and in 

the present collection of shoes is unique in design. The vemp ha8 

beon cut into an assymetrical open-work pattern with 80me 8~perficial 

resemblance to a Roman-Oritish Inoccasin-type looped shoe 5 but of 

course with the leather continuing over the top of the foot and attached 

via the lasting margin to the 801e with/~rain/flesh S8am. stitch 

length 2.5mm. The part of the upper COVering tile big toe (the left :l 

side of the toe-end) is solid without cut-cluts, a good point in design 

of any period. The .9!:'~~~ are jI1 §andalised matching tho vamp with 

a strap projecting forwards and upwards from tho left side. Two pairs 

of holes at Lt.e end of this strap suggest that it bJas folded here to 

form a loop for 8n instep tie hut another strap may have besn5tritched 

to it. The edge sloping forwards and downwards from this strap is 
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apparently torn. Oehind the dtrap there is a deep U-shaped inlet 

and then a torn edge. The lower odgo, tl18 lasting margin, is 

similar to that on the vamp. 

The outside quarter (right side) is now missing but presumably the 

cOlnplete U!lper was similar to the reconstruction stlown in Fige •• o 

with odd grain fragments remaiiling; 

Its shape is similar to thos.' or the 13th and 14th centuries with its 

long pointed toe and wide flare at the outside joint; the waist, 
IJJa8 

which is now worn away along the outside edge,xs probebly wider than 

that of the laler shoes however. Usual marginal edge/flesh seam 

witl, a stitch l~ngth 2.5ml'. - 3.omm. 
-~.~--, 

--~ - '-'""-
~.~-~\ 

Although ~his shoe is unique in the prosent collection similar ones 

have been recorrled in the 10th/11th centuries 6 • 

/r~177D 
Turnshoe vamp Bnd sale, right foot. 

Vamp. Straight throat with no indication of joining to other sections. 

Lasting margin well defined with stitch holes c. 4.omm. apart. 

Length - toe to throat: 90mm. 

~. Droarier and larger than usual; worn into a hole at the inside 

toe and back of seat,more on left than right which is unusual for 

a right foot. Usual marginal edge/flesh seam, 4.0mm. stitch length 

corresponding with vamp. Length: 24gmm.; width oIIttread: 10omm.; 

at waist: gOmm.; at seat:73mm. c. size 5 adults' in modern siz8s. 

This shoe is in complete contrast to the previous one, 766503 

(Draw) 

--------~------------------------~=~------------~-----------------------------

766~05 (a)Knife sl,esth. Similar to 76500 with a step in the stitched edge. /'" , (/73j /b.2,7 The stitching, however', continues in line from the lo",er edge 

and dOBS not follow the stepped flange. mm. x mm. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
(b) Turnshoe sale, dlild's (7), probably right foot, deteriorated, 

particularly at toe and seat but still carrying marginal edge/flesh 

stitch holes, c. 3.5mm. stitch length. 

Lent]th: 160mrn,,; \uidth at trf::;ad: 53mrn<>; at'weistt 45IT1m .. ; at seat:: 43rnrn" 

c~ siz8 7 f child's in modorn sizes 
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continued) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
766506 (a) Turnshoe: upper (part) and sale, right foot. 

JdEE£,E.' {'lay orgInally haVc\e)<!tended round back of foot as the rIght vamp 

wing now finishes in a cut edge without stitch hols8. Inside this wing 

there are two para~181 slots, prosumably for a tie thong. The 

inside (left) vamp throat has ',dge/flesh holes, 3.5mm. stitch length, 

where an insert was added (see Fig ••• ). The lasting margin remains 

in places, turned in with grain/flesh tlolas, stitch length c. 4.0mm. 

Length: c. 205mm. 

Another very thin section, c. 180mm. x 75mm. may ba part of the 

inside (left) quarter and has somepossibls.traces of stitching but 

it is now too detoriorated to determine exactly how it fitted, if 

indeed it ever did. It may even be a sale lamina. 

~. a flesh lamina only, right foot, ,"ith edge/flesh marginal holes 

3.5mm. stitch length, correspomding to those in the upper. The toe 

end, outside waist and seat have now gono. 

(b) PaFt of a turnshoa upper, probably left foot, 'Iich en 
l.,we -defi 

IIcannibalised", only a narrow section including thei' as ~ng margin 

remaining with grain/flesh holes 4.0ml'. apart. Thicker ~han usual 

for an upper leather - 3.0mm. Two tie slots remain and apparently the 

original upper passed round the back of the foot. The rea1end of 

the flattened section has edge/flesh holes c. 3.0mll1. ro.toh length 3.0m,n. 

where butted and stitched tO~8 right vamp wing (or insert) after going 

round the h8el. Length: c. 260mm e 

Another section, trapezoidal shaped, has two plain cut edges and two 

stitched onss with edge/flEsh holes c.4.5mm. apart; also two pairs 

of tie slots. It may be part of an insert from the same upper. 

~ \~ eV 
______ -~ It also has two repair holes. 

~~l,' (Draw both parts together) 

(c) A small quantity of fragments, sortle with ,*itch holes; probably 

pieces of upper 

(d) A small triangular section, 30mm, x 40mm. x 50mm. has a lasting margi~ 

and two butted edge/flesh seams. Probably an insert for an otherwise 

incornplete Ilwrap_roundll uppero 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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