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,\ geophysical survey was undertaken adjRcent to the site of the Roman cemetery 
that was partial ex~avated during the building of the preBi:mt A It was 
hoped that a magnetocleter survey in fields 6')00 and 6900 would define a. limit 
to the cemete ry. 

l'h,~ area concerned was ini ti:l.lly scanned with the, rnagnetot:l,:,ter in order to 
loca te the most urominin!-; areas for det'li led surveying. As shown on the 
en810sed OS extract, R d of 30m. squares WOlS then set out and surveyed wi th 
the fluxgate grariiometer and automatic recording system. 'rhe resultant 
ma;;;netic tr'.lCes are inclucied below. 

Although there are some anomalies the t could be of archaeolo;ical orl:s'ln there 
if., very lit"le to sug,':)"est a,attern th,lt could be related to the cemetery or 
its bouncla. ry. The background magnetic suscepti bility of the soil is low, 
diBturbed by isola ted anomalies indicative of miscellaneous iron objects c:.nd 
magnetic stones. The only anomalies that sug,sest buried archaeology Lire 
outlined on the chart. These are possibly pits and lengths of di tch, but show 
no coherent pattern. 

Unlike features associated '""ith domestic occupation, graves rarely shoVJ as 
magnetic anomalies because of the lack of magnetic enhancem::mt of the fill. 
The very slight contrast between fill and subsoil limits the possi bil of 
magnetic detection. Cremation pits might give rise to anomalies but these 
would be llifficul t to distingui.sh from spurious anomalies. Iron grave-goods 
\'\'Odd be detectable but also indistinguishable from modern iron and igneous 
:; tones. Al though some of the peaks on the traces could thus be assocb, ted 
':Ii th burials, this <3eems unlikely as the ,nomalies are scattered randomly 
throughout the entire surveyed area. Broad and faint tren:ls running north
south through the traces are attributable to ploughed-over ridge and furrow. 
'Phe surveyed are I also include:"> the course of an old hedge-line. 

SC'lnnin< with the magnetometer thL'oughout the area in que":'tion sug;.:;ests that 
,.h'" ma'~n('"tic features of the unsurv'~'yed areas are as indeterminate as trIose 
of t~0 surveyed grid. 

I Yl ·:on~lIIRlon. regretfully, one cannot point to any very significant features 
(W .i.n,iic'ltiv~) of thH whereabouts of the cemetery or any associated archaeolot:Y. 
:';vi~n where close to the known site, the charts are not encouraging and hovi a 
ver.Y c5imilar pi')ture to that of the mo~.;t distant parts of the survey. Although 
the r;eooh.YHical evidence for the cem:;tery i<.' so insubstantial it would be 
unwh,e to conclude that no ar:;haeological features exist in the area concerned. 
Burials are difficult to find in such a survey, and here the difficult.1 is 
enhanced by the 5"eology and soil of the site. 
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