
Wine ANALY:'llS OF ill-,'" AGE A~D POSSIBLg BlWNZI'~\gli 

"l'O{1 A"", :!;.;----~ 

l'OT'rERY F£l.ON BECKFORD! WORe::;. 

J w· tl~1'ht(,' ---
RQfurt 

lty'0-

Fl. Medium thick, fairly hard fa.bric, black throughout. Burnished 

on the outside surfoce. Felspar and quartz are visible in 

fresh fracture. Optically anisotropic matrix containing large 

angular grains of altered plagioclase felspar. Also present 

are numerous grains of epidote, a few grains of hornblende 

and quartz, and a 18.1'ge fragment of quartz diori t.e. The 

sample falla into Poacock's Group 'A' (1968), with a likely 

origin in the Malvern Hills. 

F2. 287805. MediUln thick. hard fabric, black throughout. Burnished 

on the outside surfaces. Numerous fragmEl'nts of white limestone 

are visible in fresh fracture. Optically anisotropic mat~ix 

containing numerous fragments of limestone, up to 1.20mm. 

across, together \Ii th a scatter of sub angular quartz grains, 

average size 0.20-.30mm. Also present are a few grains of 

felspar and hornblende, and a fragment of quartz diorite. 

The limestone is shelly limestone or biosparite, containing 

fossil fragments set in a matrix of recrystallized calcite. 

The sample falls into Peacock's Group B1 (1968), 'Palaeozoic 

I 

limestone, with a suggested origin in the MalYern Hills area, 

supported by the presence of fragments of Nalver-nian rocks 

and minerals. 
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F3. 2895050 Nedium thic·k, hard fabric, red (205Y~ 5/8) outside 

surfaces, grey core. Numerous inclusions of quartz grains 

protruding through the surfaces giving the shard a 'pimply' 

effect. Optically anisotropic matrix containing numerous 

grains of subangular to subrounded quartz, some with a 

polycrystalline structure, average size 0.40-.70mmo 

PS o 288903. Fairly thick, hard fabric, black throughout, Burnished 

on the outside surface. Numerous fragments of shell can 

be seen on the inner Rurface and core o Optically anisotropic 

matrix, the predominant inclusion is shell, and it is possible 

to see some recrystallization of calcite, suggesting that it 

is fossiliferous. Also present is a small amount of limestone 

and a sea tte·r of subangucar quartz grains, average size 0.10-. 30r 

F6. 2946030 Medium thicl" hard fabric, red (10R 4/8) outside 

surface, reddisb-buff inner surface and grey core. Fragments 

of shell are visible in fresh fracture. In thin section this 

sample is similar to 1"50 

F70 2835120 Medium thick, hard micaceous fabric, red (10K 5/8) 

throughouto Optically anisotropic matrix containing iron-

rich argillaceous matter, probably ironstone, abundant 
\ . 

well-sorted subangular quartz grains, average size 0.10-.15mm., 

and flecks of micao 

F8. 3832190 Hedium thick, hard fabric, dark grey (SY 4/1) 
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throughout. Ooliths can be soon in fresh fracture. Opt.ically 

anisotropic matrix containing oolitic grains of limestone; 

it is possible to see some concentric structure within the 

limestvne body. Also l))'escnt is Il. scatter of subangular 

quartz grains, average size 0.10-.20mm. This sample possibly 

belongs to Peacock's Group D2 (1968), the limestone could 

be Jurassic. 

F9. 276103. Medium thick, hard micaceous fabric, dark groyisb­

buff outside surface, roddish-yellow inner surface, hrmm 

coro. Optically anisotropic matrix containing numerous woll­

sorted subangular grains of quartz, average sizo O.10mm., 

together with small fragments of limestone and flecks of 

micao 

FlO. 170705. Medium thick, hard micaceous fabric, yell~wish-red 

(5YR 5/S) outside surfaces, grey coro. Optically anisotropic 

matrix containing abundant well-sorted grains of quartz, 

average sizo O.10-.15nm., together with flecks of mica. 

With the exception of Fabrics 1 and 2, the predominant 

inclusi~ns in the remaining samples could have been obtained 

in the general area of Beckford. 

? Bronze Age sherds 

171706. Hedium thick, fairly hard fabric, light buff outside 

surface, black inner surface and core. Large blackish-

green porphyritic crystals can be seen in fresh fracture. 
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Opticnlly anisotropic matrix, the pr~dominant inclusion 

is browni~h-green hornblende, with some felspar, apatite 

and magnetite. The hornblcttde appears relatively fresh, 

with well defined cleavage. In contrast the felspars 

are very decomposed, so that it is diffieul t to deterllld ne 

them. The inclusions probably deriTe from a diorite rock. 

'fhe lOre-Cambrian "'rea of the Halvern nills is a likely 

origitl for the diorite (seD Rutloy, 1887). 

262102. Medium thicl{, hard fabric, yellowish-red (5YR 5/6) 

surfaces, grey core. Large blackish-green porphyritic 

crystalls can be seen protrl~ing through the surfaces. 

In thin section this sample is similar to 171706. 

111951. Medium thick, fairly hard fabric, yellowish-red (SYR 4/6) 

outside sllrface, dark grey inner surface and reddish-grey 

core. Nllmerous inclusions of pale grey felspar protrude 

through thfr surfaces. Optically anisotropic matrix containin~ 

plagioclase felspar, epidote, quartz and hornblende, and 

is similar to Peacock's Group tA' (1968). 

This group of three sherds is potentially the most interesting 

of those sectioned from Beckford since, if they are indeed of 

Bronze Age date, they infer that there vaa possibly an important 

centre for pottery making in the Malvern Hills area in existence 
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boforo the advent of Iron Ago potters in the region (scc Pe~cock, 

1968, 4-2~)o 
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