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Botenical reoJrt on material from destruction levels, C13th- C16th 

Ch:Jrcoll. 

M· 
CF. 

.Ql. 

Seeds. 

M· 

all "luercus sp. (Oak) 

u " " " 
It n " " 

Avena sp. (Oats) 

(all those with re~ains of flo~ler belses ~lere 

A .sa tiva L,the cult iva ted oa t) 

Eord2um sp. (Barley) 

Triticum :>estivu!U s.l. (Wheat) 

Corylus nvellana L. (Hazel) 

Pisu~ sativum L. (Pea) 

Sperfula arvensis L. (Corn Spurrey) 

r.u~ acetosella L. (Sheep's Sorrel) 

p.u-lex,crispus T. (Docks) 

U~t1ce u"ens L. (Small Hettl'e) 

Stellari? media (L.) Vill. (Chickweed) 

Cirsium'or Carduus sp. (Thistles) 

c. 1,000 grains 

19 grains (hull 

3 gr'ins 

4 nuts (broken 

6 seeds 

11 seeds 

2 nutlets 

1 nutld 

1 achene 

1 seed 

1 ac~ne (bro~"e. 

The tulk of this material was carbonised grain , legu~es and nuts 

and see~s to indicate deliberate storage or perhaps drying of food. 

The other sleds present are COill~on weeds of CUltivation and 

likely contaminants in a seed crop. Spergula arvensis, the corn spurrey, 

indicates sandy, acid soils in the region. Seeds of this species are 

themselves edible. 



CG. 

As tl:is S2 nple consis ted of several tilousand carbonised seeds, it ·.:3S 

2;;reed tha t a species list should be drawn up with only an estimatE 

of the relative abundance of the different taxa. 

Avena sr. (Oats) incl. A. sativa 

EQ.:tdeu'TI sp. (Barley) (hulled) 

.~tell·1ri' "'edii! (L.) Vil1. (Chickweed) 

9,hQ,opodiuTI i!,lbum L • (Fat Lsn) 

p,rains ++++ 

grains ++ 

seeds +++ 

see-:ls ++ 

Br::ssic" repO! L./ ni;;ra (L.) Koch (Turnip/Black se0ds ++ 
Hus tard) 

.'ltricL:;.:: tnst:1tH!oatula L. (Orache) see:ls + 

Pc-·lY2..nl1mp',icuiare L. C<notgrass) fruits + 

i.u .,ex, cr ispus T. (D')c:-::s) 

Sin"rsis ~rvensis L. (Charlock) 

TripleurospernUTI maritimum (L.) Koch 
ssp. inodorum (L.)Hyl. ex Vaarama (Scentless 

Mayw&ed) 

Gre~iOeae (Grasses) 

Callun3, vul;;8ris (L.) Hull 

T. 

nutlets + 

seeds + 

achenes + 

caryopses + 

shoots + 

Oats are agaJn the cO~~',nest grain and the sample probgbly represen~s 

grain stor3ge or drying. Weeds of cultiv9tion are aggin represented. 

The seels of Chenop,dium album are themselves edible 

l'he Brsssica seeds fall sorne',lhere between modern reference material 

of B.r.'1pa Clnd that of B.ni;;tQ. and they could be an early cultiv',ted 

variety or ~ wild va~iety of either. They could therefore represent 

eitiler weeds of cultiv3tlon,conta~linants in a cereal crop or the dryln~ 

of seeds prior to the prepar ,tion of mustard or oil, or sh:ply stonGe • 

.t'he h·?" th1)r is unlikely to have been erow ing near the', crops and 

~Ias probably flooring orcons truc tional mil terial which got incorp)ra ted 

into the saTIple. 
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.~~ ? ,. t' t t' ~ • .lL') en or G19 ~ng. 

Dicotyledonous stems 

Gra~ineee ste~s (grass or cereal) 

Triticu~n aestivuIU sJ.. (iVheat) 

Chenop;:lium albuml.(Fat Hen) 

Poly;:onu';J aviculare d;(notgra ss) 

v. abundant 

few 

3 grains 

3 seeds 

1 fruit 

Althoulh ther were a few pieces of grass or cereal stem, tie 

bull~ of the ill] terLll ,~as crushed s teens ~Ii th some secondary (\'loody) 

t;.ic',.:ening. This rules out the grasses, sedges, rushes, reeds and 

:.11 other monocotyledons. The width of the medullary r8YS rules out 

the other co:nmon thatching and flooring material, heather (Call una 

vulgariS) 1:he stems of the 2 dicotyledenous weed species present 

are unlikely to get as thick and woody as this ~aterial 

This rna ter ial could have been used as tha tch, flo,)!, ing etc. a It!:'~ui':h 
most of .' 

it d)esnot c:Jntain( the us ual species. 

Alis')n :: D:Joaldson, 

Biological Laboratory, 

Departrr.ent of Arc:.ae.logy, 

Uni verslty of Dur·harn. 
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