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SOLL REFOKT FOR THE SITE OF PENMON CROSS, ANGLESEY

By H C M Keeley, fncient Monuments Laboratory (LOE), Lendon

The site of the cpyss in Penmon Deer Park, Anglesey (National Grid Reference SH 626 808),
was excavated by MNr C Smith from November 1976 to Janvary 1977, during the removal of

the cross to the Priory Church. The site is shown in Figure 1.

A possible buried soil was found under a lynchet (Flate 1) 2nd duplicate samples taken

for examination from the 7 buried soil (FCS/76/Lc; AM No 770047), as shown in Figure 2.

The soil was non-calcareous, friable, medium sandy loam with moderate medium angular
blocky structure. Roots were present (few, fine, fibrous), mottles absent and there
were a few gravel - size stones. The soil colour (moist) was dark brown (10YR 3/3)
changing to yellowish red (5YR5/6} after ignition. Loss on ignition for Sample 1 was

14.25% and for Sample 2 was 1h4,61%,
it

Soil colour and % loss on ignition indicated a soil organic metier content typical of
an A horizon rather than subsoil horigons, ie. the colour was darker and loss on
ignition greater than for mineral subsoil. Similarly, the presence of a frisble,
well-structured layer in such a position within the vertical section would indicate

a buried A horizon.

-Lonclusion

PCS/76/Lc (AM No 7700L7) probably represents the A horizon of & soil buried under the
lwynchet. As the soll was not examined in situ, it is not possible to further designate

. horizon notation.
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THE CHOSS IN PENMON DEER PARK -
SRR Excavations during its removal %o the
L Priory church; Mov.1976 - Jan. 1977.
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