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}3ucklc'-fld, Dover, KelH 
~arch 16~h., 1977 

Anglo-:-iaxon Cemetery 

i:; .. ,IHt of thr-, textiln r!"Hnni.nn fl'om Dover are presHrved. on iron 

objeots, ~nd the fibres hKve bean oompletely replaced by metal 

oxides, lOHving a Clist of the fabric; the only exceptions are 

a fe,,! frag1nents of Vlool preserved on a brooch, and tiny thread 

SCl'aps f J'om H "lork-box. An impre"sion of textile has survived 

in the chalk fill of a bucket. 

No selvedges 01' other borders have been preserved, but in the 

catalogue the closer thr()ad count has normally be,,,, placed first, 

in the warp position, since in ilnglo-"axon textiles, woven on the 

warp-weighted loom, the warp count is Generally the higher; the 

o,irection of spinninG' twist in the yarns is indicated by the 

let I;ers Sand Z; the abloreviation "replaced" is used throughout 

to indioate oxidisation or thd fibres. 



Gl"cwe 1 (i!'elJl<"J.le) 
17. Disc brooch 

Buckland, Dover 2 

Back, repluceci fragments, best 1.0 X. 0.7 cm, 2,2, medium fine tabby, 
count estimltted c.16/16 threads per cm. 

Grave 4 (Mal.e) 
30. SpeRrheR~ (Pl. ) 
[llWO areas of same textile, replaced, lying at angles to each other, 
c.l.B X 1.B and 2.3 X 1.8 cm; warp possibly Sply, weft 2, weave 
tabby, cuunt (',/14 threarltl per em. On b"th pieces, holes left by 
passage of thick thread from embroidered or wrapped (sDumak) pattern; 
the warps in the pattern rows are grouped alterrlUtely 2 and 1 on both 
pieces by the pll.11 of the missing pattern thread; there are five throws 
of tabby between two pattern rows (fig.l). (see p.lO). 

Grave 5 (Male) 
~spearhead 
On socket, replaced area 3.0 X 1.5 cm, spinning 2,Z, medium tabby, 
surface deteriorated. 

Grave B (I\,-,,-~ '> 
48. Iron buckle 
Area 3.5 X 2.3 cm, replaced fine Z,0, twill, regular four-shed with 
diagonals all lying one way, deteriorated. 

Grave 9 (Male) 
59. Iron pin (?) 
Area c.3.0 X 1.0 cm, replaced Z spun threads lying parallel lengthwise 
on the pin, 7p08sib1e pile or fringe. On another piece, smaller area 
of similar threads lying across; on loop, Z threads, possibly coarse 
twill. 

Grave 10 (Uale) 
64. Spearhead 
On socket, I'Pvlaceci over area 5.0 X 2.0 em, Z,Z, tabby, count c.14/10 
per ern (7/5 on 5 mm). 

Grave 13 (~'el"Hle) 
Ill •. -Tmall 101li:i brooch 
Aij" .. ainst back, reph.ced area o.B X 0.2 cm, Z,Z, tabby, ?vral'p-face, fine, 
probably braid or borcier, 7 threads (2 mm)/4-5 threads (5 mm), Le. 
c.;unt per cm c.35/9. On pinhead, small area replaced Z,S, twill, 
as below 111,113,116. 
111. Iron pin 
](C) placed fr8.,3men t s, 1. 5 1 (). 8 em, on part of pin, 2, S, four-shed twill, 
even s1,-linning and v.'eaving, count estimated c.16/14 per cnq 
113.. Br_oyz.e ring brooch 
'1'1"<.088 probably Same twill, ~,S, replaced on pin and ring. 
n6. L,,1'&" key Lind ring 
'j'races replaced allover suri'ace, best area c.2.0 X 1.0 em, Z,S, fine 
twill, four-shed, p~ssibly rev8rs(Js, Le. diamond, count estimated 14/12. 

Grave 14 (Female) 
~Ro;:;ncl brooch Vii th garnets 
l"rom back, fraGments textile p1'8servecl, bright brown wool, Z,Z, tabby, 
count c.18/16 per em (9/8 on 5 rnrn). Detached replaced scraps of 
SHmc weave. 
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Grave 20 (imnale chilli) 
127. Iron weavinv,,·tten ill 
Fllldc'repl;;:C~;l' ~i-;;x,"i-le;-o'vflr parts of the rmrface on both sides, Z,Z, 
tabl·y, e,.lUnt as t imi! tB,1 c .lil/14 per em. 
132. Small squnre headed brooch 
On pinhead, 1um1) of deteriorated fi.ne z,:::>, twill. 

Grave 22 (MeJIe) 
96. opearhead 
All over one side of '3ocket, lonG' wavy fibres, replaced, some with 
occasional 5 twist, but appeal'ance GugG'ests fleece rather than a pile. 
On other side, a~Ba woven fabric, replaced, 0.5 X 1.5 em, one system 
only visible, Z "pun, probably tabby, either weft face, possibly a mat, 
cDunt 6/1il-20, or warp face braid, count 1/)-20/6 per cm (see 1'.9 ). 

Grave 27 (~V.lj.. ) 
102. Iron buckle 
Underneath, replaced area clear c.l.O X 1.0 cm, both thread systems 
5 spun, Z ply, twilled wef:.vG, probably" 2-hole tablet-weave wi th 
diagonals meeting in the contre or in bands, warps 0.18, wefts 0.12 per em. 
(see p.ll , and unassociatecl 657). Leather from pelt under pin. 

Grave 28 (F~la. ) 
151. Iron rine 
Impression, c.1.5 X 0.6 cm, Z,>:>, twill, surface confused but fl'om different 
diagonals a diiilnond, count 0.16/16 (8/8 on 5 mm). 

Grave 29 ( f~dx ) 
406. Loc~(?) 
'l'extilG replaaed on both sides of ons bar, the best area 2.8 em long, 
gain,,' round the iron for 2 em, and with smaller areHS on other side; 
Z,Z, tabby, count 20/12 per om; ?warp threads very regular, much finer 
than weft, consequently both are visible. At one side where the textile 
goes round the iron, coarse Z thread lying, ?sewing thread. Impression 
of coarser Z threads on ?leather further along the iron. 

Grave 34 (C1Ml.6. ) 
315. Iron buckle 
Patclles replReed on loop, best area 0.6 X 0.4 cm, Z,Z, tabby, count 
estimated c.18/14 (9/7 on 5 mm). 

Grave 35 (Female) 
340. Keys 
All along shaft, 5.0 cm long, 1.0 em wide, pulled diagonally, replaced 
Z,Z, tabby, count 16/16 per cm, appearanoe sug,.;ests flax. 
335. Brooch pin 
Hound pin, replaced tabby similar to that on 340. 

Grave 36 (?) 
2;:;:~.!.6:;-:-. -=I:.:::r-70.;.n, bu c k 1 e 
Underneath, o,rea 2.5 X 3'(l em overall, Z,Z, tabby, irregular spinning, 
count 14/13 per em. On top of buckle, coarser Z threads. 

Grave 41 (Male) 
432. Sword 
He placed wood and pJssible fibres from fleece (?). 
433a. Knife 
Uncler leo,ther of sheath, fraL;'1nent 0.7 X 0.5 ern replaced textile, probably Z,Z. 
433b. From purse mount 
Lumps of replaced feci-ther Vii th textile impressions one side, and replaced 
area 1.5 X 0.7 on the other, Z,5, twill, threads damaged. 



Urnve 43 (~em~le) 
383. _ Keys 
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Allover shaftR, traces two replncad textiles:- • 
(a) clearest patch c.2.0 X 1.0 CIn, in two layers, and lying in curved 

folds, :o,Z, tabby, regular spinninG and weaving, count 16/12 per cm. 
(b) underneath, against iron, area exposed 1.0 X 0.8 cm, finer Z,Z, 

tabby, count 28/24 (14/12 on 5 mm), pr'ol""bly flax. 
1'races 2 thread s on iron pin 386, and leather on box fi tt ing 385. 

Grave 44 (f~~) 
31l9. Knife 
"eplaced fl'Ctgment c.0.8 X 0.6 cm, :0,2, tabby, fine, count 22/22 (11/11 
on 5 mm), probably flax. 

Urhve ~8 (B'emale) 
305-:--J3utton brooch 
Front, reple,ced fine :0,2, tabby, see 3oHb). 
307. Iron chain 
Two textiles, repl~ced:~ 
(a) on most pieces of chain, best areas 1.0 X 1.7, 1.7 X 1.5 cm, fine 

Z,Z, twill, same type of broken diamond as fig.2, but remains suggest 
that it repeats on more threads, counts 16-14/12-10 pel' cm. 

(b) on two pieces, twisted scraps of Z,Z, tabby, count 16/12 per cm 
(8/6 on 5 mrn). 

Grave 53 (F~) 
170. Fill of iron.J.:oooped bucket 
Impression in chalk, open tabby with fi.ne threads, count 12/12 (6/6 on 
5 mill clear); "I'1.n"in6" direction probably Z, but not olear. 

Grave 54 (Fernule) 
174. Keys 
On deoorated~ side, area replaced 
count estimated 0.12/12 per om. 

Grave 55 (Female child) 
181. Iron " ncl wood fragm(mt 

1.0 X 0.4 cm clear, Z,:o, tabby, 
On other side, traces Z,3, textile. 

Area replaced c.1.7 X 1.5 cm, Z,Z, tabby, count 1~/13 per' cm. 

Gr'" VB 56 (U["le) 
188 ;--J:rotlze buckle 
Back~- frac~etlt tabby, Z,Z, count 16/12 (B/6 on 5 mm). 
H)9-193~. Bron~e :>trap mounts 
~'r(,ces of thl'eucls and tnbby weave, ,;,Z, on most pieoes. On 190, 
clear fraGment ns on 188, similar count. 
Replaced Z threads, textile deteriorated, on knife.183. 

Grave 57 (/.!"19) 
1:211 ..c":.J_b...~-,-_Buckl". 
Replccce(l ,ueCi c.2.1i X 1.0 om, :O,Z, fine tabby in folds, count 18/16 per cm. 

C;"",ve 59 (r~"') 
202. Iron pin 
heplnced area 1.5 X 0.8 cm, Z,S, fine twill, Z count c.6 on 5 mm, 
some coarser threads at end of piece~ 

Grave 6~ ( ~) 
217. Buckle 
tTnderneath plate, replaced area 2.3 X 2.7 crn, Z,Z, tabby in folds, fine, 
reG'ular, close, count 14-16/16 per cm, appearance of yarn suggests flax. 
On fl'ont, C(Jarser replaced fibres. 

Grave 6s. (Female) 
221. Keys 
'rI"'m:m,,-r"1'laced fi.ne :;"Z, tabby, count efltimated c.20/14 pl1'Jr cm. 
Z t hnw.cls, dete:riora ted, on 'tron ring .218 Rnd bronze pi_n. 227,L 
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Grave 65 (Mule) 
229. :JpenrJo.e ad 
Hepl"ced scrap, e.2.5 X 1.5 crn, Z,c>, twill, count 6/8 per cm, probably 
a broken diamond of the type of fig.2, but taD damaged to draw. 
'1'1'ae08 spun throf'ds on iron shaft .1161. 

Grave 66 (f0.wW-) 
236. Iron ring 
?ragment repL,ced, Z,Z, t",bby, count 14/10 (7/5 on 5 mm). 

Grave 75 (?emale) 
274. Keys 
he placed fragments in two places on shafts and on piece attached to 
bronze link, best 1.0 X ().5 cm, Z,~;, tabby, count estimated c.18/14 
per em, one thread system uneven. 

Grave 82 (Female) 
2BB. Keys ' 
li'ragment replaced 1.5 X 0.7 em, Z,Z, tabby, count 14/10 (7/5 on 5 mm). 

Grave 92 (Female) 
356c. Iron rings 
Heplaced ',,-reas,the best c.2.2 X 0.8 em, going round the ring, Z,S, 
twill, probably broken diamond or chevron, as threads seem to reverse, 
count 14/16 (7/8 on 5 mm, lower count Z thread). 
Some Z threads from twill on pinhead of diso brooch -352. 

Grave 9410 (Male) 
394. "pearhead with gold bands 
On ferrule, replaced areas of two textiles:-
(a) over area 4.0 X 2.3 ern, and other scraps, Z,3, twill, from the diagonals 

a broken diamond, count impossible to take clearly, but 0.12/10 per ern. 
(b) on the other side, in folds, olear for 2.0 X 1.0 cm, fine Z,Z, 

tabby, count estimated c.20/16 per ern. On replaced fragment from 
spear, oVer area ~.3 X 1.5, similar fine tabby, oount 20/16 per om. 

Grave 96a (1-;ale) 
416_. Iron pin 
Heplaced fra,,'11lent, 1.6 X 0.5 em, Z,:-i, twill, from diagonals probably 
diamond or chevron, but surface deteriorated. 
420. Shield Boss 
Uurface covered vliti' replaced fragments, the best c.1.5 X 1.8 cm, 
Z,Z, fine open tabby, count 17/16 per em. 

Grave 961.) (Male) , 
421. :~ pearhoad (PI. ) A,5''f- ''iJ'f I<)/'''I~I 
On rooek-at;' rceplfJced patch 2.8 X 1.4 em, Z,S, broken diamond twill, 
count 1l/9 per cm, (fig.2). 
423. Knife 
Heplaced fragment 1.3 X 1.3 ern, Z,Z, fine tabby, count 16/16 (8/8 on 5 rom). 

Grave 98 (Male) 
,438. Shield grip 
Replaced area 3.0 X 1.0 em, and other patches, Z,S, twill, count 9/9-10 
]Jer eIll; diagonals change direction half way across piece, indioating 
broken eli amond or chevron. 

Gl'ave 107 (~'emfJ.le) 
'45'1:- 'fwsezers 
Area c.2.5 X 1.0 em, and folds near tip, (a) replaoed Z,Z, fine tabby, 
uneven thread, count 20/16 (10/8 on 5 rnm) appearanoe sugg'ests flax. 
(b) uncleI' this, in one broken area, longer threads, Z, probably twill. 
454. Workbox 
Tiny flil1 t, eneel fragment, fi breB breaking up, Z threads in two pieces, 
\,J(~ave not Glear~ li'ibre, BMJ\ 



Grive .Xl]. (lcollw Ie) 
477a. Ke~.':'. 
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Replaced po.tchc[3 all over piece 3.5 cm long, fine Z,Z, tabby, count 
0.20/20 per cm; the fabric lies in folds, and shows part of a seam, 
either run and fell or double-memmed, in coarse Z,Sply thread, 
stitches c.3 mm apart, and 3 mm long sjowing from other side of seam 
(PI. ) • 

~e. 114 ( t\le,,'((' ) 
484. Iron buckle 
Replaced patch on ring, 0.9 X 0.8 ern, Z,Z, tabby, count 24/20 (12/10 
on 5 mm). Coarse Z,Sply thread" tied round ring under another 
det.eriorated patch of the tabby. 

Grave 122 (Female) 
493. Keys 
B'ra[,'1Ilents, replaced, the best 0.4 X 1.0 em, and 0.7 X 0.8, Z,Z, tabby, 
counts variable, 12/10, 1l/6 on 5 mm (22-24/12-20 per em), appearance 
suggests flax. 

Grave 124 ( F~t,,-
497. Fittings of wooden box 
Heplaced in folds over area 2.8 Z 1.0 ern, lying on top of leather, 
Z,Z, tabby, fine, count impossible to take, but finer than that in Gr.122, 

Grave 127 (Female) 
506. Knife or razor 
Jieplaced fragment 1.0 X 0.8 cm, Z,Z, tabby, count c .lB/14 (9/7 on 5 mm). 
507a. Iron ring 
On back, all along ring, small replaced fragments lying for 2.5 em 
along edge, width 0.7 om at best; one system, ?warp, Z, the other 
S or probably S ply; weave ?warp-face tabl,y, count 28/8 on 5 mm, i. e. 
c.56/16 per cm, possibly fine tape (see p.9 ), but edges cannot be seen. 
507b. Ke~ shafts 
On two pieces, same fine fabric as on 507a, best area c.1.0 X 1.1 cm, 
scattered fl'agments, a~ain the ?warp goes round the piece as on edge of ring; 
a third piece flhoVis tiny fragments and impressions over area 4.0 X 1.5 cm, 
but the breaks make it impossible to see if this is lines of tape or 
fragments of a continuous very fine fabric& 

Grave 129 (~'el1lale) 
519a. Key shafts 
Heplaced fragments OVer area c.2.0 X 0,5 em, Z,S, twill, probably broken 
dh.mond or chevron, but surface deteriora.ted, count estimated c.12/10 per em. 
2l2.c . ?li;anieure se t 
On 118ad of iron piece, replaced 1.0 X 0.6 cm, Z,S, twill, four-Shed, 
probably as on 5198, count 1/7 on 5 mm, c.14/14 per om. 
519d. Iron buokle 
On baok, repln.ced area 1.8 X 1.2 cm, Z,Z, medium fine probably tabby, 
but brokGn threads. 

Grave 132 (Female) 
529. Keys 
Fragments replaced on diffe,'ent pieces, the best in patches over 
3.0 X 1.5 cm, Z,Z, tabby, counts 18/14, 16/12 per cm. 
Leather on tip of knife.528. 

Gruve _137. (Male) 
221. Spearhead 
On socket, repla.ced for 2.0 Z 2.0 em olear, Z,S, tabby, fine very 
rebular thread, count 12/10 pel' cm. 



Gr1.ve)J2 (Male child?) 
558. Purse mount 
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Very det"riorated replaced textile allover one surf,;ce, Z,Z, probably 
tabby, but there seem to be parallel lines of 2 spun and some 1'1 spun 
threads passing across the fabric which might be pile rows seen from 
the back of the ~eKve; no count possible. 

Grave 142 (?~'emHle) 
510. Large single key 
Heplaced fratsments OVer area 3.0 X 0.5 em, spinning probably Z, but not clear, 
tabby, count 30/15 per om (first oount taken as 15 on 5 mm). 

Grave 148 (?Female) 
589. Sharpening steel 
Heplaoed fragment 0.1.0 X 0.8 om, Z,Z, tabby, lying in folds, oount estimated 
0.20/16 per om, threads packed at one side as if for selvedge, but no loops 
preserved. 
590. Iron buokle 
Underneath, area 2.5 X 1.5 cm, very fine Z,2, 
may be better preserved pieOlllof weave on 589. 

Grave 155 (Female) 
602. Keys 
Heplaced fragments, best area 1.2 X 1.0 crn, Z,Z, tabby, fina, oount 34/20 
(17/10 on 5 mm clear); appearance suggests flax. 

Grave 156 (Male) 
613. Spearhead 
Traces fine replaced textile all round socket, best area c.4.0 X 2.5 cm, 
Z,S, twill, probably fine broken diamcnd or chevron, count estimated 
0.22/18 per om, but surface deter~orated. 

Grave 157 (~'ernale) 
609. Keys l "'-) 
On one surface, clear area c.0.8 X 0.5 replaced'A 2,2, tabby, count 9/8 on 
5 mm, c.18/16 per cm. On other surface, traces 'similar weave over area 
c.2.5 X 2.0 cm, and small areas (b) 2,Z, tabby, very open and coarse, 
count 5/4 on 5 mm, c.lO/8 per cm. Some coarse Z threads lying across. 
Traces of Z threads on iron fragment.2257. 

Grave 160 (Female) 
63lb. Keys 
Very deteriorated replaced fragments, tiny scraps, Z,2, possibly twill, 
type uncertain, count estimated c.20/20; Z,Z spinning suggests flax. 

Grave 161 (J<'emale) 
638c. ~ 
j(eplaced fraGments, best c.o.b X U.5 cm, 2,2, tabby, spinning uneven, count 
9/8 on 5 mm, c.18/16 pel' cm. 
637. Pin with bronze head 
Fragment detached, replaced textile in folds, 1.6 X 0.6 cm, Z,Z, tabby, 
count 20/20 (10 on 5 mm), probably same as on 638c; probably flax. 

GrG.ve C (Male) 
~ Buckle loop 
~'ragment replaced textile aGainst wood (?), 2.0 X 1.2 cm, Z,S, twill, lying 
in folds, but reverses in diagonals sugu;est diamond twill. 

Grave F ( 
1. Inlaid brooch 
.[i'ragment of twill round pin, possibly 2/1, but not clear. 
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Un~~0_ciated'-Lj5~ B:conze pin. 
Replaced textile on pin head, one system of thref.ds only partly preserved, 
broken diamond of the same type as fig.2, count estimated c .18/14 per cm. 

Unassociated, 657. J<'ragrnent of soabbar:d 
Under ?bitumen on one side, remains replaced probably from braid wound 
round top of scabbard, in two layers with 0.5-0.6 om exposed; a small 
fraG11lent lies acrOBS this, from whioh it looks probable that the 
total width of the braid was 0.7 om. 'l'his appears to be a 2-hole tablet 
weave with meeting diagonals in the centre (of .Grave 27 .102, and p.ll ); 
wefts 12 per om, twists estimated 0.16 per om. 

Possible traoes of leather were also found on objects from Graves 32 
(344), 91 (329. rivets from shield bOss); remains of Z,Z, tabby weaves 
too deteriorated for counts, from Gl'HVeS 38 (262) and 131 (523); 
of unidentifiable weaves with Z spinning from Graves 39 (426), !Sill (303), 
63 (223) and 85 (299), and with Z,S, spinning from Grave 79 (282); 
and of wood and possible fibres fX'om fleece from Grave 91 (332, sword). 
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'Jibe onls fragments of woven fijln'ic surviving f:L'om Dover are 

ncraps of bri6'bt brown \'/001 tabby \'W<lVG fl~om u garnet-decorated 

uro,"ch in Gr". ve 14, and tiny piece" of thread from the work-box in 

Gr<:V8 107, identifiled 'lS 

f11he oxidised II repl"lcOHlents ll on metAl goods, however, are, though 

small, in mKny cases 8xtromely clear. 

'l'abby weaves 

fl)he proportion of ta.bby wenV8S to twills is unusually high, 

more than 2.1, a characteristic noted in two other Kentish cemeteries, 

Fingleflharn and Updown. '1'he majority of tabbies are very similar in 

count, "pinning and weaving to the Grave 14 woollen fragments, and 

are likely to have been of wool, but the appearance of some pieces 

Vii th slightly hieher Cotwts, uneven yarn and. soft folds (Graves 

43.3153,44.319, lil7.451, 122.493, H2.570, 148.590 and 161.637) 

:-;uggests that theBe mn,y h:A,vt~ boen linen .. 

One interesting t!,bby ic; that from Grave 137.394, a very regular 

piece of weavinrr with Z; t1pin11in6' in one "ystem and S in the other, 

a combination used. occtl!3ionally in Homan material and for the majority 

of tiood Quality medieval tabl,ies, but rare in those of Anglo-Saxon date. 

fl1here are, hOVlHver, certain Anglo-0axon weaves in which coloured 

stTipes and checks can be identified by 

of differcont spinlJing d.irections in warp 

thl" use of groups of threads 
I and weft, and with only 

snwll friJgtllcnts survi1ring it is possible that this tabby comes from a 

f!J.bric of thi" t.ype, and Vlha t we have here is part of a wide stripe • 

On one 8id" of a spearhead Hocket (Grave 22.96) is a tiny 

fragmcnt of tabby in which only one system of close-packed threads 

is visible; this could conloJ f_t'om a weft-face weave such as a mat -

finer similar fragments on metalwork at Sutton Hoo sugc;ested possible 
2 mri.ts lc:id on the floor of the buric,l chamber , and a replaced 

fragment from Kingston has a type of selvedge frequently found on 

rugsG Al torncl tively it may be a warp-face braid used as binding, or 

a wl'iBt-loop~ 'fhere i!,re two other possible remains of warp-face 

tabby braids or tapes at Dover, a scrap on the back of a brooch 

(Grave 13 .lll), fend very fine remains suggesting a flax tape wound 

round an iron ring and perhaps tying keys to it (Grave 127.507a,b); 

tre 'quality of this, 8stimated at 56/16 threads to the em, is not far 

from that of tapes wound round the top of scabbards at Sutton Hoo 

(62-64/?3 per cm) and Broomfield Barrow (60/16)3. 
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Patterned or embroi~ered weave 

One textile on a spearheud (Grave 4030) is of considerable 

irlterest. '1'\'10 frab'1Jlents are preserved, lying at right angles to 

each other, from a tabby weave which must have had some form of 

decoration in heavy thread, either embroidered or in a wrapped (soumak) 

technique. 'l'he pattern thread has disintegrated, but the pairs of 

holes opened by its passage between warp threads, grouped alternately 

one und two, arB clear on both pieces (PI, ,fig.l) • 'l'his 

appearance at once suggests,the grouped warps and holes of the 

replaced textile with soumak decoration, SH 1, on chainmail in the 

Sutton HOD ship4, a feature that can also be seen where the patterlli 

thread has decayed on fragments of tabby with soumak decorajlion from 

'raplow Barrow (purple wool on white linen) and Valsgarde in Sweden 

(probably undyed wool on blue linen)5. Later examples in this 

technique from the Oscberg ship (Viking)6and from Skog7and O'verhogdal, 

Norway (medieval)8 h,wG been used as hangings; the Sutton Hoo cloth 

has been folded up, 

little of the Dover 

ami was obviously also a large piece. With so 

textile remaining it is possible that the holes 

were caused by some form of embroidered decoration; H.-J.Hundt has 

sugcested Persian stiib0h, a form of herringbone, as the cause of very 

similar hole8 on a much earlier silk fragment from Athens2: At any 

rv_te it is clear that a patterned cloth lay across the spearhead. 

Most of the twills are lightweight four-shed weaves. The 

spinning in all but two is Z ~nd"'SI - Ln10111 ~he ,-evidence on sites whe~'e 

0"lvo~8''''' 01' 1:>0ro"rR h!lV8 been preserved, the Z system is likely to 

be the warp. At this period the use of different spinning directions 

in warp and weft indicates good quality twills, though after the late 

7th century Z opinning in both systems becomes the rule even for very 

fine woollens. It is pOBsible that the two Z spun twills here 

(Grave 48.307(a), 160.63lb)were of flax. ~'here are indications that 

most of these Dover twills, whe~her light or medium weight, had 

four-shed Pitt terns, either chevrons 01' broken diamonds (fig .2) of a 

type found in many Anglo-Saxon cemeteries
10

• '1'here seem to have 

been none of the coarse simple diagonal twills, but with suoh small 

oxidised fragments presenved it is possible outer layers of heavier 

fabrics may have been lost, 
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In two cases (GravG 27.102, unasnociated find 657) remains of 

braids are of a type made with 2-hole tRblets to produce a fairly 

coarse twilled effect; in the first case this may have been a 

border to sornG {Sarment, in the other a narrow braid used as binding 

for the top of n scabbard. IilSufficiont was present in eith"r case 

to be drawn, but they can be recognised as of a type found both in 

"' 1 d d' 11 J~ng an an Norway 

?Pilo weaves 

On one side of the spearhead from Grave 22, long fiUres nre 

replaced, whose wavy appearance suggests a sheep's fleece; they 

seem to be unspun, but evon so could possibly come from a pile 

weave, since a fragment fL'om Banstead Down was decorated with pile 

rows of silky unspun locks. One other object (Grave 139.558) 

JOay possibly show the revel'se of It pile weave. 

Gu,rments and fu~nishings 

Most of the textile remains are suitable garment fabrics, woollen 

or linen tabbies and twills for tunics, trousers, gowns and head

coverings, preserved on the JOstal objects that fastened them or lay 

agains t them. In one case a seam is preserved, on keys in a woman's 

grave (Grave 113.417") (PI. ), either the side seam of her skirt, 

or perhaps tho seam of a bag or purse also hanging from her belt. 

'l'he tiny reJOains in the work-box in another woman's grave (Grave 107. 

454) suggest that as in other cases this may have contained fragments 

of some treasured fine weave. 

~'he presonce of "oorl quality fabrics on spearheads and in the 

chalk fill of the hucket (Grave 53.170) does suggest that perhaps a 

light cloak or blanket may have been laid over the whole contents of 

grnves, but so far it is impossible to say if this practice, general 

in Scandinavian burials of much earlier periods, continued in Anglo-

Saxon cemeteries. A grave at Eriswellljl Suffolk, however, was described 

by the US Air B'orce excavators as having had "heav,y fabrics over the 

vlhole body,,12 but these presumably disintegrated on removal, and 

nothing said to be from this layer was presented for examination. 

~'he general impression that emerges from the remains from Buckland 

is of good workmanship, a high standard both of spinning and weaving, 

and a uniformity that suggests either a strong local tradition, or 

perhaps the presence of some professional weavers in the co~unity. 
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;:' i.;.2. DiaiSl'[!lIl of broken d'ic:llllond twill weave. 
(Shaded t.hreads as preserved on 
npearh"ad fl'om Grave 96b.421) 

Fig.I. .')1' "1'1: ,:d' gr()l.lnd" wenve (pattern 
l' ,<. ,:;"",jllg) from f1pearhehd 


