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Bloowmery Iron from Little Welthasm, Chelasaford

D.0.E, Bef, 730548

fee irregular lumps of ivon, heavily rusted, weis received from thias

aite for ozemination., Both the must and the iron were strongly B

On he

iring: the rupt fell away reveasling geod, desse, meisl which was
diffioult to cut.

Pileces were cut from each of the lusps and ssunted ip the usual way.
The sétructures were pimiler consisting of lavge equuiawed ferrite grains
whick were very Gifficult %o e%teh in mital. It was eleay thes the matel
hed 2 high phosphorus ¢ontent. 8lsg wes relatively infrequent. It wea
present mainly in levge meuses and 1% was slesy from ites distribution

thet the metal had hed 1ittle forging since 1% 3@2%,%@@.§}w@

Bigh @awer exeminntion showed po cerbon apd thevefors we cam say vhat
.this §s less than 0.03%, if pregent. Hardoess tests showed that ong
plese hed & haxdness of 197, and the other 188 HY5. In the sheange of
cerbon this puggests 2 phosppherus contesnt in the rauge 0.8-1.1%.
Conslusions

$oth plecen consist of high ph@aphalwg§ bloomsry irom, They could
frowm the geme spelt or bloes. High phesphorus ores ave

i

common in Baplasd. Steaford hes yvielded such orep; West Bunton

haveg ¢

{Horfolk} ores amnd ﬁ@tslwg Hoarer ot hend we have the two plieces from

&ra&nt?@s,s One of these wes very low in phospbopyus, vhile the other

h as in the preseont senples.

had goms ghosphorus bud not Zeaviy ae

asphorus coptent from

But ths ores availeble in Britein vary im g

neariy sere iu the csse of the Forest of Dexn, 8. Weles amd Cumbiis,

to those is most mreas which are cepable of giving phospborus odontents

up o 1% ok ze. The letter are vory much in the wujority.
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