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Samp7.e~ f r o m  ? . I 1  t h e  r,>o-ltery g roups  except f o r  Gro i lp  5 

(bel.i.cvec1 by t i l e  exca.w;i.tsrn !;o knvc a s j .m i l a r  f a b r i c  to G ~ o u p  

4 )  were esomirled i r l  t,liin s e c t i o n  u n d e r  the p e t r o 1 o g i c a . l  

mi.croscope,  P o t t e r y  f r o m  Group 1  ( c ,  A .3 ,  1200-1300) i s  

h e a v i l y  tempered w i t h  l a r g e  q u a r t z  g ra ins  and smnli f r a g n e n t s  

o f  flint, b o t h  o f  which p r o t r u d e  $hrough the s u r f a c e s ,  Thin 

s e c t i c ~ n j . n g  of two  cook ing-1 )o t s  ( n o s .  5 and 15)  shows nu;nesous 

i l l - s o r t e d  subangular  q u a r t z  grains, r a n g i n g  i n  s i z e  f r o m  O o  1 5 -  

lO20mc., some of  them polycrystnlline in structure, t o g e t h e r  - 
v i t h  a -  small. amount 0 2  E l i n %  ar,d c n e r t ,  This fabric i s  identical 

i r ~  t h i n  section t o  ~ l i ~ r d s  r r c n  :re-1 350 ccoking-yots from 

T a . i ~ n t o n  (nos, 8, i 1 znd. 1 3 ) .  Also t o  t h e  coarse cooking-pots 

5.1: G r o u p  3 (c.i'r.2. 1 5 ~ 0 - 1 5 5 0 )  ( n o . > 1 8 ) ,  w h i c h  would seem t o  

s u g z c s t  a traditionei u s e  o f  t h e  same materials f o r  these 

c o a r s e  ~ e s s c l s  l ;?sSing sone  t h r e e  hundr.c.d years,  

The sample from Group 2 (c. A.I)o 5300-1400) of a g lazed 

Srtrrel  costre1 (no ,  1 6 )  a p p e a r s t 0  show a change in t h o  clay used , 

j 
f o r  t h i s  typo o f  vessel c o m ~ a r e d  t o  the coarser cooking-pots 

r . .  
I 

mentioned s h o v e .  In t h i n  s e c t i o c  there are frequent w e l l -  

sorted subangula r  t j r~ar tz  g r a i n s ,  average size 0.30-.40mrno, 
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+.;.-- and a number of grains o f  cellophane, No i n c l u s i o n s  of f l i n t  
b*,:,:? .- . 
h *:- 

or chert are rcpresentrd. This agrees well w i t h  a t h i n  s e c t i o n  

taken from s l a t e  14 th  c e ~ l t ~ ~ r y  painted tile from Silaftesbury 

Abbey (no, 14) .  I t  has a l r e a d y  b e e n  ment ioned  t h a t  pos s ib l e  

t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r e  a t  Donyatt  c o l ~ l d  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Group 2 
t 

p o t t e r y  ( see peOO), 

Thin s e c t i o n s  f rom t h e  g l a z e d  cooking-pots (nos ,  3 and 

17)  i n  Group 3 ( c ,  A.B. 1500-1550) co r l s i s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  w e l l -  

s o r t e d  subangular quartz g r h i n s ,  average s i z e  Oo20-,30mm,, 

and a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i f f c r e r l t  f r o m  t h a t  of Group 2 t o  suspect 
. . 

a n o t h e r  change i n  r a w  mnterisls. I t  has been n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

c o a r s e r  cooking-pots (no. 18) a r e  simil~tr i n  fabric t o  the 

1 3 t h  cen tu ry  ones ,  

Samples from a green  g1azc.d bov! (no.  6 )  and t w o  glazed 

j u g s  (nos .  7 and 1 9 )  from Group ~ l , ( c .  A.1). 1600-1650)~ two 

glazed  dishes (nos ,  1 and 22)  from group 6 ( c ,  A.D.  1700-1750), . 
i n c l u d i n g  a n  i m i t a t i o n  ~ t a f f o r d s h i r e / ~ r i s t o ~  type, and a 

glazed d i s h  (noe 21)  from Group 7 are virtually identical in 

I t h i n  s e c t i o n ,  The f a b r i c  c o n s i s t s  o f  we l l - so r t ed  subangular 

quartz g r a i n s ,  average s i z e  0,05-.10m,, and abundant f lecks 

o f  mica, together w i t h  a few grains of  red  i ron  ore,  This 

compares very favourably with a sample o f  raw clay taken 

I from Shave Lane clay pit closeby t o  Group 5 and then baked **.I 
8 % 2  * 
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and s s c t i o n e d ,  I t  shows t h a t  a n e w  soui8ce of c l a y  appears 

t o  have been used f o r  ( ? )  most Dony~tt ~ ~ r o d u c t s  a f t e r  c ,  AIDI 

1600, and n o t  j u s t  a r e f i n e m e n t  o f  t h e  c lays  used prev ious ly .  

C e r t a i n  compnrnt,ive samples were also analyzed which 

did n o t  match up w i t h  t h e  minera logy o f  the Donyatt sherds  

d e s c r i b e d  h e r e .  These i n c l u d e d  R 1 7 t h / 1 8 t h  century glazed 

d i s h  f r o m  Bideford which  corltained igneous i n c l u s i o n s  ino.9); 

R 17th/18th cen tu ry  glazed d i s h  from Bideford  i n  a rn1rci.1 c o a r s e r  

f a b r i c  which was tempered w i t h  sands tone  and quartzite (no .I 0 )  ; 

and a pre-1350 cooking-pot  from Taunton which contained much 

f o s s i l i f  e r o u s  s h e l l  (no ,12) .  

D,P. William, Ph.D., 

Department o f  Archaeology, - 
University o f  Soutt~ampton, 
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io\l.d)* sent to you and tho l low numbers : .  ::jg2.:. 
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p o t t e r y  Group 1 .  circa. 1200 - 1300. Contexts :  S i t e  1 ,  cuttine A, 
f e a t u r e  M 3 ,  l a y c r  A3a. 

Shard nunibcrs sent; t o  you : Nos. 5 and 15. 
. . 

P r o d u c t s  : IIand-made cooking pot  and bowl. 

, D i s t r i l l u t  i o n :  Taunton (by your a n a l y s i s ) ,  C a s t l e  Nerocho. 

J P o t t e r y  C r o ~ l p  2 .  c i r c a .  1300 -. 1 4 ~ 0 .  Context: Site 2 ,  C u t t i n g  D,  
f e a t u r e  1)1'7, l a y e r  117~~. 

Shard nurnber 16 sent t o  you. 

i Produc t s :  Glazed; jucs, barrel c o s t r e l s ,  aquamanile i n  a fine 
i f a b r i c .  

Unglazed; .rqf~ecl t h ro~ \m,  cookin,: p o t ,  c r c s s c z  l a m p ,  
b howls i n  a { : r i t ty  f a b r i c .  

i s t r i b u t i o n :  Taunton and I l c h e s t e r ;  probably a 30 mi le  r a d i u s  a r e a .  

.... 
ottcry G r o u p  7.  c i r c a .  1500 - 1550. Contexts: Site 3, Cuttint:  E ,  

f e a t u r e s  EF2 ( l a y e r  E2 ) ,  EP'3 and EF5 ( l a y e r  E 6 ) .  

S11ard nurti\)ers 3,  17 ancl 18 sent t o  you. 

Produc t s  : n a l u s t e r  and (:lobular jugs and p i t c h e r s ,  nlugs, lobed 
cups, c i s t e r n s  i n  n fine f a b r i c  ( c f  ~0.17). 
Idheel throk~l c o o k i ~ ~ g  p o t s ,  c r e s s e t  fanip, bowls i n  a 
g r i t t y  f a b r i c .  

IIj  s t r i l m t  i o n :  Covers a w i d e  a r e a  :~ robnb ly  up t o  5 0  ni i les  r a d i u s  
apart  from c o a s t r i l  Lrade. 

/' 
P o t t e r y  C;rol~p 4 .  c i r c a .  1600 - 1650. C o n t e x t s :  SiLe 2 ,  Cutting C, 

f e a t u r e s  CF10, CElOh, CE'lOd ( l a y e r s  C l O b .  l . ,  ClOb.2. ) 
CIplOc ( l a y e r s  C l O c .  I . ,  Clnc ,2 .  ). 

Shard numbers 6 , 7  and 19 sent t o  you. 

P r o d u c t s  : l e d  I S  C U P S ,  nu::s, ri is i~cs ,  bowls, pnnc?icor?s 
candlesticks, jars and chafcing dishes. 

Distrihut io2: Wir!cspread a l l  over  Somerset ,  nristol, i'fynioutt~ anti 
Southampton. 

P o t t e r y  Ctrot~p 5 .  c i r c a .  1650 - 1700. Contexts: S i t e  2 ,  Cut t$x~g  C ,  
features CF?, CF9a. CF9b (layers C9a.l. and ~9b.2.) . - 
and CP9d ( l n y e r  C9d). 

. i 

No shards, of this [youp sent to you. ! 
. t 

Products : AS trroup 6 excep t  for p o t t e r y  irons. 
r 
1 



r . 
c i r c a .  1700 - 1750. Contexts: Site 4 ,  ~ u t t i n ~ ' ~ , "  
f c a t u r e s  (;F1 ( l a y e r  ~ 9 ) ,  GFS ( layers ~ 4 ,  C 5 ,  G6,  
G 8 ,  nnd G I O ) ,  layer G3. 

Shard ntlmhers 1  and 20 sent t o  you. I .  

3 , .  

*'X ' Products : Dishes, porringers, juts, cups,  mucs, bowls, jars, 
-, panchcon, ca~lc l lcs t ick ,  cha f f ing  d i shes .  

r D i s t r i b u t i o n :  Somerset, Dorset and Devon, and c o a s t a l  trade. 

P o t t e r y  Gro11p 7. c i r c a .  1800 - 1850. Context: S i t e  5 ,  Cut t ing  L ,  
f e a t u r e  LF1, l a y o r  L3. 

Shard number 21 sent t o  you. 

+: 

F Products :  J a r s ,  ju{:s, money pots ,  puzzle jugs,  saucers ,  d i s h e s ,  
por r inger s ,  m u g s ,  pancheons, candlesticlc.  

ib Uistribut i o n  : Local: probably a  radius  o f  15 mi les .  

' I  Furtller E?:am!>les f o r  I'nhric Analysis;  Thnyatt, Son~erset .  
1 

.I' The .follo\ir ing numbers continue from t h e  previous list;. 

I 

( / l 5 .  C o o l ; i ~ , ~ ' ~ o t ;  Pottery ~ r o ~ r p  1 .  2 shards c i r c a .  1200 - 1300. 1 

4 .  i l a r re l  c o s t r c l ;  I1ot.1cry zro11p 2.  2 S~IPX-ds c i r c a .  1300 - i k 0 0 .  
I 

I 
I 

20. I l i s h ;  Pot te ry  {:youp 6 .  j shard c i r ca .  1700 - 1750. I j 

- 

21.  Small d i s l l ;  Potterv {:ro:l;> 7 .  1 shard c irca .  1800 - 1850. 
I 

/17.  JUG; Pottery croup 3. 2 shards c i r ca .  1500- 1550. 

J 18. Cookirlg pot; !'ottrry :;?nn;? 7. c i r ca .  1500 - 1550, 

f 19. Jug and dish; P o t t e r y  croup 14. c i r c a .  1600 - 1650. 

0 
22.  Clay t a b l e t ;  c l a y  A smooth Donyntt clay. Fired 1300 c . 

I 0 
I 

23. Clay t a b l e t ;  c l ay  A smootll D o ~ y a t t  c lay .  F i r e d  1050 C ,  I 
I 

0 
14/24, Clay t a b l e t ;  c l a y  I3 coarse  llonyatt clay. Fired  1050 C. Cb' 
lpl . . 

The white s l i p  used on the c l a y  tablets Nos. 23 and 24 was not a 
I Donyatt clay and should be disregarded. 




