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Fragments including psrts of a nailed shoe, left foot.

HOUSESTEADS, — LEATHER
Shoe bottom. The main surviving part ofthe shoe is the multi-layered
hotim which although now broken into two parts across the waist Iis
more or less complete. It comprises an insolg, ene or more middle
sections and sole; the heel stiffener also cemains in situ.

A detached fragment of insele has some thonging at the inside Jjoint,

{base of great toe) on the flesh side showinc where the upper was
lasted over it snd secursd. On the opposite side ef the bottom
fragment the sple has worn away considerably at the inside joint
and disappeared completely at the secot {(the wsual placus of wnar
in a shae). Heavy nailipnc remains in situ down tho outside margin,
down a central line and scatbered over the tread (forepart). At the
seat end where the sole has now worh away there is a filling strip
but it is now loose and its position is not positive. Hound this
there are the lastina margin of the stiffener and traces of Lhe uppar.
fverall length: c. 230ma.; width at forepart: c. S0mm.,

(Uraw from side and bottom)

Shoe upper, Tho remainino picce has a very irregulor shape and is
very deteriorated.  One nodae, length c.Blnm., is scallopod with
orain/flesh holes, stit€h length oo Deftme s it i turned in ond appear
to be a complete cdge nriginally joined to another section - it is
not elear whether by @ bubted seam or n closed seam (face to fiice ).

A cut edge at ripht-~annles to this one after c. 35mo. dovelops into a
short strip 2.0aw, wide with = decorative end now breken but which
orginally continund as & oatrip. Prosumably this formed part of an

an open work upperT. 1t is not clear where the adjoinhg saction
fitted; if the seem dascribed unrre a brck czeam then the pattorn of the
quarter becomss obscure since the larce aree of leather vould ba
towards the front. #worked deterieration of an edge of an upper
section usually indieatos a lastine marnin but unless in this oxample
the upper hes been cut away this again males ovientation difficult.

Lenath: 168mm, } maxinum widbht Shmne

+

Three other fragments <o not cecwm to be part of the above shoe; two
are rectancular, ©. DSna. X 4Ziam. and S¥nae % 4%tam., and ccch has
three cut ednes hub atherwise no identifisbhle frstures, Tha thisd
Fragment is Ltriangulor, O0wa. x OTmwe > SZame; the two losgoer aidos

are concave =nd esach hos on inceribed lioe perellel bto it and A.idom.

from 1t.

Tuwn hottomlaninzg bove weny oo dl holes ond thowe olobs ip dienbin
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(Housesteads - Leather - continued)

that they came from an interior bottom section. The largser one
appears to be the tos end but it is very wmuch broader then the
toe of the shoe described above and would appsar therefore to
come from another one.

(Draw laminae)

Reference

1. YLeather found in fediobhoadum, the Homan Fort of Hardknott"
hy DorothyCharlssworth and J, M. Thornton {("Aritannia%, Vol.1V
1973, ppe 141=152). This contains ssverel descriptions and
illustrations of shoes with cut out uppersy the lHousestocads shoe

could be similar to one of thaesa.

Leathar egamined: 26.4.7?
Report: 30,5.77 {3. He Thornton)
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