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Excavebed by Paul Ashbee, 1956-1960

by

Juliet Clubbon-Brock., Department of Zoology, British Museum {Natural Hisbory)

Animal vemains from the following siftes have been identificd:

&
Barls Farm Down, Sites I_; nd IIT, 1956
2 BM (NH) Reg, No, ARG 1974 R5000-5008

Site G 51 (H.36), 1960
EARC 1974 RSOOQ - R5018

S3ite 672 B4 - Twin bowl barrow
E.KRC 1974 R5019-5022

3ite G58 B1 - Bell barrow
iﬂRG 1974 R5025 - 5029

C 3ite G61 B3 « Bowl barro
1494 _ :
ARC/RHO30~5037
The mammalisn remains are very fragmentary and their incidence was sporadic, as is
usual with burial sites where there is no evidence of contemporary habitation,

A skull and nearly complete skeleton of a sub-adult badger (Meles meles) @ggefound
in the Central Hollow of 8ite I, Zarls Farm Down, This was intrusive and must be
considerably later than the Bronze Age, as are the rabbit bones from the plough-
501l of Barrow B,

, Seven
The following mammalian species have been ildentified from the &dss barrow sites,

DOMESTIC D0G, One metapodial bone from farls Farm Down., 3Site IR, {Bag 2h, rabbit
holes in turf mound), This bone was diseased and shows exostosis of_ﬁhe shaft.

HORSE (DOMESTIC?) '
Nine upper and lower cheek teeth of horse were dlspersed throughout the different
levels of the sites, Fragments of limb bones are elso present but it is not
possible to distinguish between horse and ox for these,

DOMESTIC PIG, One small complete tusk was found in Site G72, B (Bag no. 13,

W berrow, N penel), Another smell tooth, an incisor, was found in the filling of
the pit in Site G81 (Bag no, 42), and fragments of a mendible with lower molers

1 and 2 were found in layer 3 of the same barrow.
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Capweolus capwoolus (ROS DEER)

An almost complete left antler attached to part of the frontal bone was in the loaw
core of the mound of site 351 (bag no, 60), This antler probebly came from an adulg
male deer,

Corvus elaphus (RED DUER)

Fragments of o metapodial bone, - Tarls Farm Down
' Site ILT {hag ao. 27).

Proximal end and shaft of a mebtabarsal

bone - site G51, ehalky silt of ditch (bag no.A45)
Diatal end and shaft (chopped) of # = Site G51, on top of loamy ditch silt
tibia (bag no. 44),
Shaft of a metatarsal DLone - site 658 (New Barn Dowm, bell barrow),
SW Quadrant (bag no, 475

Distal end and shaf't of tibie - 5ite 61 (New Barn Down, bowl barrow)

Turf mound {bag no., 215.

DOMESTIC 0X. The bonas of domestic catile pmssdley outhumbered those of the other
species of mammal, there being approximately 29 bones and teeth, Mach of these
specimens is likely to have roeprescnted one individual animel,

Apart from the following exceptions, that are listed, the bones are in a very

fragmentary condition. They are all from smell domestic cattle, however, and there

is no evidence for the presence of Bos_primigen@gé as there was at the neighbouring
/jéuﬁlka barrow sites of Snail Down, Wiltshire,(f?cavate&‘beN Thonas, unpublishe@. ifﬁ

~ IQESI-

Proximal part of a horn core with - Site GHl, below the pelvis of human
fragment of frontal bone burial A (bag no. 57

Lef't and right rami of mandidble with - 3ite G5, Diteh silt (5ag noa., 45 and
all the cheek teeth except for 39)
the §r RM1 and the 1r I, P1.
Aduli,

Distal end of humerus - Site G51, Loam core of mound (bag no, 58)

Proximal end and part shaft of - Site ¢51, Turf core of mound (bag no. 53)
radius (chopped)

Proximal end snd shaft of - Site G51, Turf core of mound {bag no, 61)
metatarsal

Articular end of gcapuls = Site G74, B4, W E diteh interseoction

(bag no, 17)

Distal end of humerus - Jite G74, Bk, E 8 bopsoil and barrow
' meterial {bag no. 7)

‘1st phalanx - Site G61, B3, N B quadrant, body of
‘ mound (bag no. 23),

DOMESTIC SHEEPR/GOAT
~ The finds of sheep/gost are lisbed below:

Bavrle Parm Down, Site I (bag no, 23). Oentral Hollow,

A humexus, radius, and scapuls of a foetal or newborn lamb or kid, r
TJewsell, P (136%) Caltle ,{’mm INEIA M.‘/{z\mﬂa@%jzmw{ sz, a T&h At
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Also parta of the skelaeton of an immatura Iamb or kid, » comnlete aduli
adius of a sheen and four Tirat vhalaneag of an aduld ghean.

Site IB, Rabbit holes in invd mounpd (har no,24)

Incomnlete renaing of the slkull, horn aoves, snd akeleton of n sheep that
‘wag nrobablv lasa than three wenvs 0ld st the time of ifa death,.

I these shaan remninas wave Found associnted with the badear skeleton in Site T
and the rabbit holes in Site IB 1% 1s vonsgible that thev ave intrisive and the relies
of the meals of foves sand badrers wgw rather than of Bronsze Awe neonle.

Site (51, TPorsoll (bas no. 11)

Frapmenta of the akeletons of fwo Toetnl or newhorn lambs or kids, one

glightlv older than the othar, As these hones came from the tovaoil, thev may
1ikewise ba intrusive snd much later than the Bronme Ace, esvecinlly ag a rabbit
mandible was fovnd with them.

Site TIT "B" ditch {bap no. 24)

U iy
Your cheek teeth and fragments off bona nf a sheen or paat. *hese anmany
to be the onlv sheen/eoat vemains that can be authenticated as Bronze Ase.

A gseatter of vabbit bones wag formd in the vlough-anil level of Bavvow GR1.

This small collechion of animald remaina ia nltikelv to reflect the oronortions
of animals killed for food hy the birilders of the barrows, Tt mav be noted,
howewaer, that there is merhang an wnumallv hiph mmbher of horge teath, and

a lov nereentase of vig, I+ 18 not noszible *to asgeertain whether the hornes
were wild or domestic,

Hota: Snma nreliminarr aorting of the maoterial wae carried out by
Miga Alison Gabbels, Institute of Archaeology, Tondon.




