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VOLUME 5. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Relevant Industry and scientific Journals  

The list provided below is of relevant publications concerning the manufactured gas 
industry, including those of professional institution and learned Societies. 

•	 The Gas Gazette and Monthly Advertiser from 1847-48, 12 editions only.

•	 The Journal of Gas Lighting between 1849-1917 and then Gas Journal 
between 1917-1972.

•	 Gas and Water Times - published from 1853-1858.

•	 Gas and Water - published from 1884, later became Gas World.

•	 The Gas World Year book – from 1898.

•	 The Gas Companies Register between 1878-1930.

•	 The Gas Engineer – between 1876-1936.

•	 The Gas Engineer Annual – between 1892-1921. 

•	 The Gas Times Register published from 1936.

•	 Coke and Gas published from 1939 and later became Gas and Coke.

•	 Gas Engineer’s Compendium.

•	 Gas Engineering Management – Institute of Gas Engineers.

•	 Gas Salesman 1922- (became Gas Service and then Gas Marketing).

•	 Gas Showroom 1959- (became Domestic Gas).

•	 Historic Gas Times – Newsletter of the Institute of Gas Engineers and 
Managers History Panel. 

•	 Gaslight – magazine of the Northwest Gas Historical Society.

•	 Natural Gas.

•	 Mechanics Magazine.

•	 The Illuminating Engineer 1908-1922.

•	 Trans. Inst. of Gas Engineers.

•	 Annual Reports of Associations of Gas Engineers and Managers; published 
from 1891, at London, UK, by Walter King and containing Proceedings of:

•	 Eastern Counties Gas Managers’ Association.

•	 Manchester District Institution of Gas Engineers.

•	 Midland Association of Gas Managers.
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•	 North British Association of Gas Managers.

•	 North of England Gas Managers’ Association.

•	 North of Ireland Association of Gas Managers.

•	 Scottish Gas Managers at Glasgow.

•	 Southern District Association of Gas Engineers and Managers.

•	 South-West of England District Association of Gas Managers.

•	 Penny Magazine.

•	 Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society – published from 1665 
to present.

•	 The Builder.

•	 The Engineer.

•	 Engineering.

•	 The Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry – 1882-1950. 

Regional Histories

The following is a list of books covering the history of the manufactured gas industry. 

•	 Anon, A Short History of the Company 1824-1924, British Gas Light Co. 
Ltd, 1924.

•	 Anon, The Opening of the Gasworks at Cawood, York Herald, 3rd 
January, 1857.

•	 Anon, Hartlepool Gas and Water Company: 100 years of Progress, 1846-
1946, 1946.

•	 Anon, Beckton 1868-1968, North Thames Gas Board, 1968.

•	 Anon, Beckton Intermittent Cataytic Distillate Reforming Plant, North 
Thames Gas Board, 1968.

•	 Anon, Beckton Continuous Catalytic LPG Reforming Plant, North Thames 
Gas Board, 1968.

•	 Anon, Beckton Continuous Catalytic Natural Gas Reforming Plant, North 
Thames Gas Board, 1968.

•	 Anon, Bedford A Hundred Years of Bedford 1833-1933, Bedford District 
Gas Co, 1933.

•	 Anon, Bishop’s Stortford Centenary of the Bishop’s Stortford Epping 
and District Gas Company, Bishop’s Stortford Epping and District Gas 
Company, 1935.
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•	 Anon, Blackpool 1876-1926 - Corporation Gasworks official inspection 
of Glover West Vertical Retort Installation, County Borough of Blackpool 
Corporation Gas Department, 1926.

•	 Anon, Reconstruction of Bow Common Works 1926-1930, GL & C Co, 1930.

•	 Anon, Opening of Bow Common Works, June 30th, 1930 GL & C Co, 1930.

•	 Anon, Brentford Works GL & C Co, 1948.

•	 Anon, Brighton The Portslade Works - South Eastern Gas Board, South 
Eastern Gas Boad (SEGB), n.d.

•	 Anon, Brighton Inauguration by the Duke of Norfolk of the New Vertical 
Retort Plant at Portslade Gasworks, SEGB, 1954.

•	 Anon, Birmingham, Swan Village:  The New Swan Village Gasworks, West 
Midlands Gas Board, 1953.

•	 Anon, The Bournemouth Gas and Water Company, 1863-1949, The 
Bournemouth Gas and Water Company, 1949. 

•	 Anon, Burnley Official Opening of the New Oswald Street Gasworks note: by 
Sir Richard T Threlfall, County Borough of Burnley Gas Dept, 1928.

•	 Anon, Burnley Inauguration of the first 2 million Cubic Feet per Day Vertical 
Retort Installation at the Oswald Street Gasworks, Burnley, North West Gas 
Board (East Lancashire Group), 1954.

•	 Anon, Burnley A Record of 94 years Municipal Service 1855-1949, County 
Borough of Burnley Gas Dept, 1949.

•	 Anon, Canvey Station Liquid Natural Gas Storage and Handling Installation, 
North Thames Gas Board, 1968.

•	 Anon, a souvenir of the visit of the Institution of Gas Engineers to Derby, 
June 12th, 1925, IGE, 1925.

•	 Anon, Dartford Gas Works Centenary 1826-1926, West Kent Advertiser, 
August 1926.

•	 Anon, Listing of the Constituent Companies of the United Kingdom Gas 
Company Ltd. at Nationalisation bound for presentation to Colonel W. 
Montcrieff Carr, Chairman, UK Gas Corporation Ltd., 1949.

•	 Anon, Foleshill City of Coventry Gas Department, Foleshill Gasworks - 
official inauguration of the second section and vertical retort installation, 
October 5th, 1923, City of Coventry Corp. Gas Dept.1923.

•	 Anon, The Croydon Gas Company, The Croydon Gas Co, 1933.

•	 Anon, Croydon Reforming Plant note: written to commemorate the opening 
of a new gas making plant, 24 October 1968, South Eastern Gas, 1968.

•	 Anon, The Crewe MS Reforming Plant, The Gas World, 1962.
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•	 Anon, The Harnessed Flame: The Gas Light & Coke Co. - 1931 - A Record of 
Progress., GLCC, 1931.

•	 Anon, The Gas Light & Coke Company - 1930 - A Record of Progress., GL & 
C Co, 1930.

•	 Anon, Kettering Gas Company - Souvenir of the Centenary of the Company - 
1834-1934, Kettering Gas Company, 1934.

•	 Anon, One Hundred and Forty-Three Years of Gas in Manchester, City of 
Manchester Gas Department, 1949.

•	 Anon, The Oxford and District Gas Company 1818-1948, The Oxford and 
District Gas Company, 1948.

•	 Anon, Romford Gas Company - Centenary - 1847-1947, Romford Gas 
Company, 1947.

•	 Anon, Southampton Gas Light and Coke Company 1848-1948, 
Southampton Gas Light and Coke Company, 1948. 

•	 Anon, A Century of Gas in South London, South Metropolitan Gas 
Company, 1924.

•	 Anon, North Eastern Gas Board- Visit to Bradford, North Eastern Gas 
Board, 1954.

•	 Anon, The Manufacture of Town’s Gas, City of Birmingham Gas 
Department, 1930.

•	 Anon, City of Birmingham Gas Department: Swan Village Works, City of 
Birmingham Gas Department, 1928.

•	 Anon, City of Birmingham Gas Department: Nechells Works, City of 
Birmingham Gas Department, 1928.

•	 Anon, City of Birmingham Gas Department: Windsor Street Works, City of 
Birmingham Gas Department, 1928.

•	 Anon, City of Birmingham Gas Department: Saltley Works, City of 
Birmingham Gas Department, 1928.

•	 Anon, The City of Birmingham Gas Department- Adderley Street Works, 
City of Birmingham Gas Department, 1928.

•	 Anon, SEGB. Dover Works - details of the plant installed at Dover together 
with a brief history of the works, South East Gas Board, 1966.

•	 Anon, South Metropolitan Gas Company - visit of members of the Society 
of the Chemical Industry to the East Greenwich works, 15 July 1931, South 
Metropolitan Gas Company, 1931.

•	 Anon, Description of the Metro-Coalite Works of the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company at East Greenwich, South Metropolitan Gas Company, 1932.
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•	 Anon, Elland cum Greetland Gas Company, Visit of Manchester District 
Institution of Gas Engineers, May 30th, 1924, Elland cum Greetland Gas 
Co., 1924.

•	 Anon, East Midlands Gas Board- This is our story for 1965, East Midlands 
Gas, 1965.

•	 Anon, The Gas Light and Coke Company Fulham Works, GLCC, 1947.

•	 Anon, Description of the Garston Works of the Liverpool Gas Company, 
Liverpool Gas Company, 1933.

•	 Anon, Garston Station Liverpool Group North Western Gas Board, 
NWGB, 1955.

•	 Anon, The Gas Light & Coke Company 1930: A Record of Progress 
published on the occasion of the absorption of the areas of the Grays and 
Tilbury Gas Company and the Pinner Gas Company Ltd., Gas Light and 
Coke Company, 1930.

•	 Anon, Hartlepool Gas & Water Company 1846-1946; photocopy of 
pamphlet, Hartlepool Gas and Water Company, 1946.

•	 Anon, Haywards Heath Gasworks - Drake’s vertical retort installation, 
Haywards Heath District Gas Co., 1936.

•	 Anon, Heywood Inauguration of New Installation of Vertical Retorts - April 
17th, 1913, Heywood Corporation Gas Works, 1918.

•	 Anon, Natural Gas and Black Country Industry, Blackcountryman III. 
35-39. 1970.

•	 Anon, One Hundred Years of Stroud District Gas Company, Stroud Gas and 
Coke Company, 1933.

•	 Anon, An Interpretation of Integration, Swindon United Gas Company, 1945.

•	 Anon, One Hundred Years Ago – Centenary Souvenir of the Northampton 
Gas Light Company 1824-1924. Northampton Gas-Light Company, 1924. 

•	 Anon, Weston-super-Mare Gas Light Company- description of new 
gasworks, Weston-super-Mare Gas Light Company, 1915.

•	 Anon, Town Gas Plant for the Eastern Gas Board at Hitchin, 
Power-Gas, 1962.

•	 Anon, Hitchin Reforming Plant: Visit of the London and Southern Section, 9 
June 1966, Eastern Gas, 1966.

•	 Anon, Tingley Gas Works, North Eastern Gas Board, 1956.

•	 Anon, A Brief History of the Company, Torquay and Paignton Gas Company, 
1834-1934, 1934.
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•	 Anon, Tottenham and District Gas Company- Ponders End Works, 
Tottenham and District Gas Company, 1949.

•	 Anon, Service to the Community, Truro Gas Company, 1810-1936, 1936.

•	 Anon, The Westfield Story- Washington 1975, BG Corporation International 
Consultancy Service, 1975.

•	 Anon, Westfield Works - an account of the development of Britain’s first 
Lurgi pressure gasification plant, Scottish Gas Board, 1961.

•	 Anon, Gas in the Faithful City - Worcester New Gas Light Company 
- inauguration of gasworks extensions, Worcester New Gas Light 
Company, 1934.

•	 Anon, Inauguration of the Vertical Retort Plant installed at the Gasworks, 
Windermere, Urban District Council of Windermere, 1935.

•	 Anon, Windermere Undertaking, NWGB, 1950.

•	 Anon, Wrexham Undertaking- Official Opening of Maelor Gasworks, Maelor 
Gas Works, 1953.

•	 Anon, County Borough of Wigan Gas Undertaking - Souvenir of the official 
inspection of the Gas Works, Wednesday, 27th October 1948, Wigan County 
Borough Gas Department, 1948.

•	 Anon, The Weymouth Consumers Gas Company - souvenir programme, 
The Weymouth Consumers Gas Company, 1933.

•	 Anon, Watford and St Albans Gas Company Centenary 1834-1934, 
Directors of Watford and St Albans Gas Company, 1834.

•	 Anon, Watford Works, Eastern Gas Board, 1957.

•	 Anon, Wandsworth Gas Works, Wandsworth and District Gas Co., 1939.

•	 Anon, The Wandsworth & District Gas Company:1834-1934, Wandsworth 
& District Gas Company, 1934.

•	 Anon, A Century of Light, York Gas Company, 1924.

•	 Abram, W. A. History of Blackburn Gas-light Company - from its formation 
in 1818 to its dissolution in 1877, J.G. & J Toulmin, 1879.

•	 Awty, B.G., The Introduction of Gas-Lighting to Preston, Transactions of the 
Historical Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. CXXV. 82-188.

•	 Baker, R., Gasworks in Cumbria – the early years, in The Cumbrian 
Industrialist, Volume Six, 2006.

•	 Banburv Gaslight and Coke Company, Centenary history, Banbury Gaslight 
and Coke Company, 1933.
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•	 Bennett, A.S., Samuel Clegg & Stonyhurst College, North west Gas Historical 
Society, 1986.

•	 Bennett, A.S., Dolphinholme 1811 (First Edition) - A historical investigation 
into the manufacture & supply of gas in Dolphinholme between 1811 & 
1867., Manchester District Junior Gas Association, 14th March 1984.

•	 Bennett, A.S., Dolphinholme 1811(Second Edition) - A Historical 
Investigation into the manufacture and Supply of Gas in Dolphinholme 
between 1811 & 1867. 20th May 1986, Yorkshire Gas association, 
20th May 1986.

•	 Bird, A. & Nabb, H., Stoking Up the Past - A sketchbook history of the Gas 
Industry & the growth of the Gas Worker’s Union in Plymouth, British Gas 
Plc South Western & GMB, Southern Region.

•	 British Gas South Western, Gas in Swindon – The Past and into the Future, 
British Gas South Western Public Relations Department, 1987.  

•	 Brown, P.A. Some geographical aspects of gas production in the East 
Midlands, E. Mids. Geogr. 1 no 5 22-28.

•	 Butler, D. The Gasworks of Sherburn Hospital 1867-1920, Durham City Loc. 
Hist. Soc. Bull. 29, 30-44. 1982.

•	 Campbell, W.A. Gas Lighting in Newcastle in Newcastle, Archaeologica 
Aeliana, 5 XIII, 1985.

•	 Chatwin, Amina, Early years of the Cheltenham gas Light and Coke 
Company and the Beginning of the Tewkesbury Gas Light Company, 
Gloucester Society for Industrial Archaeology, 1972.

•	 Cherry, J. & Cherry J., Seascale gasworks, Transactions of the CWAAS, 2007.

•	 City of Carlisle Gas Undertaking, Rome Street Gas Works. Official 
Inauguration, Oct 6th I922.

•	 City of Coventry Gas Department, Foleshill Gasworks: official inauguration 
of the second section and vertical retort installation. Oct 1923. 

•	 City of Manchester Gas Department, 143 years of Gas in Manchester, 1949

•	 Clark, A., Lincoln Gas Light and Coke Co. Ltd, Lanc. Ind. Archaeol. Iv 
no.3, 43-46.

•	 Clegg. J., The Bolton Gas Company, 1818-1872: an historical 
perspective, 1969.

•	 Coles, G., Let there be light – a history of town lighting in Appleby, with 
special reference to Appleby Gas Works, The Appleby-in-Westmorland 
Society Newsletter, 2004.

•	 County Borough of Salford, The Salford Gas Undertaking, 1920.
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•	 Cotterill, M.S., The Scottish Gas Industry Up to 1914, PhD Thesis, University 
of Strathclyde, 1976.

•	 Cotterill, M.S., The Development of Scottish Gas Technology, 1817-1914: 
inspiration and motivation, Industrial Archeaology Review, 5. 1981.

•	 Crawford, R., Gas Industry in Leeds in the Nineteenth Century, M. Phil 
thesis, Leeds University, 1986.

•	 Crawford, Ralph, History of Morpeth Gas Company - Centenary 1833-1933. 
Unknown publisher, 1933.

•	 Crawford Ronald, The Gas Industry in Leeds in the Nineteenth Century, 
Ronald Crawford, 1986.

•	 Crew. K, The ‘Well and Proper Lighting’ of Halesowen Streets by gas, 
Blackcountryman. xv. no 4. 21-22., 1982.
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•	 Anon, The Allen West Story, West, Allen and Co. Ltd, 1960.

•	 Anon, Imperial Continental Gas Association, Printed privately by the 
Imperial Continental Gas Association, Westerham Press, 1974.

•	 Barash. M, and Gooderham, W.J., Gas, Wheaton, Exeter, 1971. 
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•	 Clow, A. and Clow, N. L., Lord Dundonald, The Economic History Review, 
Volume a12, Issue 1-2, P 47–58, October 1942.
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•	 Peebles, M. W. Evolution of the Gas Industry, Macmillan Press Ltd, 1980.

•	 Rowlinson, P. J., Regulation of the gas industry in the early nineteenth 
century, 1800-1860, PhD Thesis, Oxford University, 1984.   

•	 Shirley, T., The Description of a Well and Earth in Lancashire, taking Fire by 
a Candle approached to it. Philosophical Transactions, vol. ii. pp. 482-4, 1867.
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accompanied with comparative estimates, exhibiting the most economical 
mode of procuring this species of light, R. Ackerman, London, 1819.
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•	 Anon, Teachers notes on gas, Gas Council, 5th Ed.
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•	 Clegg Jnr S., A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture and Distribution of  
Coal-Gas, 1st Edition, John Weale, London, 1841.

•	 Clegg Jnr S., A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture and Distribution of  
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•	 Clovis, Hutchinson’s Double lifting Gasholder, The Mechanics Magazine, 
Museum, Register, journal and Gazette, London, Volume XXIV, 
1836, p322-323.
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28 Oct 1893.
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Installations, Gresham publishing, 1928.
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•	 Douglas, J., Gasholder-Tanks in Concrete, Proc BA Gas M, 1874, 26-37.
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•	 Griffith, R. H., Vol. 1. Water Gas, in Hollings, H., The Manufacture of Gas, 
Ernest Benn Ltd, London, 1934.  

•	 Havenhand, I & J., The Public Services Gas, Ladybird, Wills and Hepworth, 
Loughborough, England, 1967. 

•	 Hasluck, P., Practical Gas Fitting, Cassell and Co. London, 1900.
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Edition, Hazell, Watson & Viney, London, 1893. 

•	 Hodgson, R. B. The Romance of the Gasholder, Gas Journal 23 Nov. 
1927, 547-53. 

•	 Hole, W., The Distribution of Gas, John Allan & Co., London, 3rd Ed, 1912.

•	 Hornby, J., A Text Book of Gas Manufacture for Students, George Bell and 
Sons, London, 1902.

•	 Hughes, S., A Treatise on Gas-works. And the practice of manufacturing and 
distributing coal gas, John Weale, 1853, 1st Edition, London.
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•	 Hutchison, Sir, K., High Speed Gas, An Autobiography, Gerald Duckworth 
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•	 King C. Editor, Kings Manual of Gas Manufacture, Walter King, 
London, 1948.  
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•	 Milbourne, R.J., Design and Construction of a 12.5 Million Gasholder, 
Walter King Ltd 1923.
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George Underwood, London, 1819.
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Handbook, 1912.
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Southampton, 1850.

•	 Silver L., & Hopton, G. U., Benzole recovery by the oil washing process, 
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