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WALTHAK  ABHEY, Bgsex

Building and ornamental stone.
Report by P.vW.Anderaon, 22nd.July, 1977.

Reigate tone was the most commonly used building stone in Essex in

Yedigeval times, but was later %?erceded by brick. Most appears to have been
“brought from quarries in the Upper Greensand at Relgate in Surrey; it s &
fine-grained, pale grey-green, calcarcous sandstone, glauconitioc and micaceous.
These quarries were owned bf tne Crown. A patent of Edward III authorised the
use of this stone for the building of Windsor Castle. It wae also used for
the Honry VII chapel and for 11th.0entffﬁ% the Chapter House a% Westminster
Abbey., The Crouchback Tomb (13th.Cent.)is also of Reigute stone.

The stone is fine-grained and uniform i texture and easily worked, but
weathers badly being particularly susceptdble to frost and damp

At Valthem Abbey this is the dominant building stone, it was seen forming
the flat butresses of the Chapter louse wall, in tle Cloister arcading base,
in an areh in the east Cloister wall, as a orocket, a8 a pillow from & Saxon
coffin (CH/TG), and , together with some Kentish Rag as & grave lining.

Other Reigate stone fragments seen were,- CH+T, cnzﬁ}& CH/GV.ICQKééﬁ
ot/ 16 o ATd, cti/fa) cuAOd, on/d, ow/23) om/fie cu Ay cH/6S), oHAYL
Ci/25,, O £02y CH A3, OH/Ls

Kentish Rag. A calcaresous sandastone from the Lower Greensand of the
Maidatone mrea in Kent, harder, darker and coarser than Relgate Jtone and
often with bands of silica (Chert) which meke it & difficult sgone to work.

It weathers very well and has been much used in the London area particularly
by the Romans, In the Tower of London thg White Tower is of Kentish Rag

{but with Caen Stone quoins). It was used for Rochester Castle and for

the foundations of the earller cathedrals of St.Pauls. At Waltham Abbey
Kentish Kag appemrs to have been used only occasionly in rubble fillings,

Lingolnghire Limestone. A Jurassie oolitic limestone from Northamptonshive.
This stone does not appear to have been used as & building stone at Waltham

Abbey but only as an ornamental stone and for atone coffine. A caxvad fragment
CH/CG, and four other fragments (CHléééx) were sSeen. Stone coffine 1 and 3
were both of Lincolnshire ILimestone (Weldon variety) also coffins 2 end 4
(provably Barnesk Rag variety)

Chalk. Some blocks of Chalk ashlar were seen st Waltham Abbey but all
appeared to be later insertions and not part of the original Wmilding,



Caen Limestone. A pale cream, fine-grained limestone from Normandy.

Mueh prized by Norman sculptures but does not weather well when exposed

sewuibiiax {rost and danp. The two carved fragments seen at Walthem
Abbey, CHliéjand anfﬁ s may be part of a cenopied tomb .

Purbeck Marble, From Swanage, Dorset.

Several unweathered architectural fragmente (shafte end mouldings)
were seen at Waltham Abbey,- CH/132 X CH/H', ’ CH/.(@ s CH Zi@j 0 CHZBQ v
CH/179\ﬁ CH ibO X CH*&GO 'y and a oireular moulding from yrave 185.
Purheck Harble dxalntégrates rapidly when exposed to the weather and the
excellent presexvation of the fragmgéts seen suggests thet thchame from
inside the church,(probsbly the Chencel), The few fragments of Purbeck
Harbhle in the Chapter House wall have almost completely rotted,

Slete. The emall dncised disc of slate appears to be of Welsh slate.
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