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Report by p.w.Anderson, 22nd. July , 1917. 

Reigate Stone was the moat oommonl;; used buildincl atone in Essex in 

Mediaeval times, but was later ~erce(\ecl by brick. Moet appears to have been 

'brought from Quarries in the Upper Greeneand at Reigate ill Surrey. It ill a 

fine-grained, pale grey-green, calcar"oull lIandstone, glauoonitio and micaollouli. 

'rheae quarries were owned b;' tne Crown. A patent of Edward III authorised the 

uae of this stone for the building of Windsor Castls. It wall aillo used for 
...,.rn. 

the Henry VII ohapel and for llth.Cent'Ain the Chapter House at Westminster 

Abbey. The Crouohbaok Tomb (13th.Cent.)ie alao of Reigate atone. 

'l'he atone is fine-,.;rainecl IUld uniform in tnture and easily worked, but 

weathers badly being partioularly susoeptible to frost and damp 

At Vial tham Abbey this is the dominant buildinG stone, it was seen forming 

the flat butresses of the Chapter House wall, in tJeCloiuter aroading balle, 

in an aroh in the east Cloister wall, as a orooket, as a pillow from a Saxon 

ooffin (CH/TG), and , together with some Kentish Rag as a grave lining. 

Other Reigate stone fragm~nts seen were,- CH+T, "CRL~ CH/GV.~HA~ 
CH/4!6\ CR 179" CR6~ CH;i~, CJ~2~ C0/23\ CH!l~ CH8 CR&8~, CH~ 
CH/<!5", eH &22.1 CH@, CHib 

Kentish R!I:B:. A oaloareous sand.stone from the Lower Greensand of the 

Maidatona area in Kent, harder, darker and ooarser than Reigate Stone and 

often with bands of silioa (Chert) whioh make it a diffioult s~one to work. 

It weathers very well and has been muoh used in the London area particularly 

by the Romans. In the Tower of London thl! White Tower is of K",ntish Rag 

(but with Caen Stone quoins). It was uaed for Rochester Calltle and for 

the foundations of the earlier oathedralB of St.PaulB. At Waltham Abbey 

Kentish Hag appears to have been ueed only ocoasionly in rubble filling!!. 

Lincolnshire Limestone. A Jurassic oolitio limestone from Northamptonshire. 

'Phis stone does not appear to have been ueed u a building stone at Waltham 

Abbey but only as an ornamental atone and for atone coffins,·A oarved fragment 

CH/CG. and four other frS/;mente (CH~) were seen. Stone coftinlll 1. and 5 

were both of Lincolnshire Limestone (Weldon variety) slso coffins 2 and 4 
(probably Barnack Rag variety) 

Chalk. Some blocks of Chalk ashlar were seen at Waltham Abbey but all 

appeared to be later insertions and not part of the original building. 
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Caen I,imestone. A pale craa.ru. fine-grain<lu limestone from N011Il8lldy. 

Mueh prized by Norman soulptures but doee not wsather well when expolled 

to ~ frost EU'ld damp. The two oarved fragments seen at Wal tha.ru 

Abbey, cH~i6"1and CI!LiL. lJJay be part of a oanopied tomb. 

Purbeck Marble. Prom Swanage, ])oraet. 

Several unweathered architeotural fl:agmonts (shafts and mouldings) 

were aeen at II'al thWll Abbey,- CH/i3':> " cn/pl': , Cn,-;l~. CH jri!h,' CHi39 , 
/' \ / , I..- . 

CJ!~ 7'9.". ClI i~(\, CHL~~G6j' and a circular moulding from ",rave 185. 

Purbeok l,\arble disintmf,TR tee rapidly when exposed to the weather and the 

excellent preeervation of the fra~etB Been suggeets that they came from 

inside the church, (pro be bly the Chancel). The few fragments of Purbeok 

1"ArbIe in the Chapt"r lIouse wall have almost completely rotted. 

Slate. The amall !incised disc of alate appears to hs of Welsh slate. 
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