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Farmstead and Landscape Statement

sle of Wight

NATIONAL CHARACTER AREA 127




Introduction

The Farmstead and Landscape Statements will help you to identify the historic
character of traditional farmsteads and their buildings in all parts of England, and

how they relate to their surrounding landscapes. They are now available for all of
England’s National Character Areas (NCAs), and should be read in conjunction with
the NCA profiles which have been produced by Natural England using a wide range of
environmental information (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-
area-profiles). Each Farmstead and Landscape Statement is supported by Historic
England’s advice on farm buildings (https://historicengland.org.uk/farmbuildings),
which provides links to the National Farmsteads Character Statement, national
guidance on Farm Building Types and a fully-sourced summary in the Historic
Farmsteads: Preliminary Character Statements. It also forms part of additional
research on historic landscapes, including the mapping of farmsteads in some parts of
England (see https://historicengland.org.uk/characterisation).

Front cover: An unusual regular E-plan complex consisting of a barn with long ranges of open-fronted sheds,
mostly shelter sheds for cattle with a cart shed at the end of the rear range. Photo © Bob Edwards

2



Area 127 boundary

Adjuccn! Area

A Road

B Road
Railway and station

Forest

131

Bay Whippingham Fihb
Northwood Wootton BLoime
S 3 P‘-::f:r:rf A Br'dgc s . Nertlesrana Foine
W u i &
£ ‘Z:Q"‘ Qxh{wk ) NS e
Cri rq,oxi R B 3
shall L N StHelen® | gembridge fo
15 et . St Helens embr i
o A NEwPORT b S 'S NGl
. cwbridee ==y - Downend = Bembridpe
Tochand C v LARE )
Buy N I ISLE OFWHITE L1\ Brading, Vs Farelan
Calbourne 4 bl
'[flli:m > Hlackuatn.rIH_P | o fWhicectf
o = (Gitpambe ]d 3 verstone | Yaverlanc Bay
The Needles AL o gt stons Newchurch
Freshwater 3 t
Bay S illerton Rookley [ FSANDOWN
Moortown Shorwell Sundewn Bay
Brighston ;‘:’—""ﬁ(%
 Yaffor ow
i . ilng_.smn
57 /
Brighstonc Chale
X Green
8
Chale
Bay
St Catherine's
Tosnr
0 10km
L | t This map e wn e o s o
& Crown cooyright. Lnauthor mw
‘may lead Dmﬂ(:”% 008

Character Area 127
Isle of Wight

c00-s00' [
400-600"
200404

200"

height abave sea-
Tevel in fret

The Solen

COWESy ;
g 4 Preslast Cowes

Thornes

This map shows the Isle of Wight, with the
sub-areas are:

1. Northern clay lands

2. Chalk downs

3. South coastal plain

numbers of neighbouring National Character Areas around it. The key



Summary

See the National Farmsteads Character Statement for a short introduction to the

headings below, including maps and tables.

The Isle of Wight is a small island off the south coast of England, separated from the
mainland by the Solent. It has a diverse landscape exhibiting at a small scale the key
characteristics of much of lowland England. About 50% of the island forms the Isle of
Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and half of the coastline is Heritage
Coast, whilst 11% is defined as urban, 67% is cultivated and 12% is woodland.

Historic character

There is a low density of village-based and
isolated farmsteads in the landscape in the
chalk downs, with higher densities in the
northern claylands and south coastal plain.

As with much of the downland of southern
England, medium to large-scale loose
courtyard plans, typically with two or three
detached working farm buildings standing
around a yard area, are the most common
plan form. There are some large, regular

Significance

There are high numbers of recorded 18th-
century and earlier farmstead buildings,
exceptin the areas of smaller pastoral farming
to the north.

Complete traditional farmsteads - typical of
the arable-based agriculture of the area, with
threshing barns, stabling, cart shed and a
granary, and sometimes with shelter sheds to
yards - are very rare.

Present and future issues

In this National Character Area, the Photo
Image Project (2006) recorded a low
proportion of listed working farm buildings

courtyard plan farmsteads built for large
estates.

Barns are typically unaisled, of four or five
bays. Many were 18th century and earlier. Two
or three threshing barns, including some of
more than five bays, can be found on some of
the larger farmsteads within and adjacent to
the downland.

Outfarms and field barns are of 19th-century
date.

There are some large-scale estate farmsteads.

Detached granaries have been especially
vulnerable to loss.

Some rare examples survive, of long-straw
style thatch roofing.

converted to non-agricultural use (at least
19.4%, the national average being 32%).
The project also noted an above-average



percentage (8.7%, the national average being

Historic development

By the end of the prehistoric period, much of
the woodland on the island had been cleared
on the areas of lighter soils such as the chalk
downs and areas of gravels in the north of the
island, whilst agricultural exploitation of some
of the poor soils resulted in the development

Landscape and settlement

Carisbrooke Castle was an important
administrative centre, although the main
urban centre lay a few miles away at Newport.
Other towns developed at Newtown and
Yarmouth in the early 13th century. Newtown
failed as a borough and is now largely given
over to fields.

Generally, the good fertility of the soils,
particularly on the greensand, encouraged a
focus on arable crops, principally wheat. The
downland of the chalk ridge running across
the island carried large flocks of sheep. On the
clays of the north of the island, permanent
pasture predominated.

Parts of the island, like the other chalk
landscapes of southern England, saw the
early development of large-scale commercial
farming from the late 15th and 16th centuries.

Farmstead and building types

Farmstead types

7.5%) of listed working buildings showing
obvious signs of structural disrepair.

of heathland. Large estates developed as

a feature of the island in the Roman and
medieval periods, followed by small-scale,
gentry estates with many fine houses of the
16th to 18th centuries. Many of the manors
were associated with deer parks.

This increased in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries when the Napoleonic War forced
up wheat prices, although the production

of liquid milk for urban markets increased
from the late 1870s, with low wheat and wool
prices.

The resorts of Shanklin, Ryde and Ventnor
developed in the mid-19th century, especially
after the development of the railway. The
island increased in popularity as a tourist
destination after Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert chose Osborne House as one of their
homes.

In the 20th century there was some
agricultural diversification with market
gardening - especially in the east - and pig-
rearing becoming more important elements of
the local economy.

Across the island, generally nucleated settlement is intermixed with dispersed farmsteads and hamlets.

Northern Claylands

Many small, isolated farmsteads are
intermixed with small villages.

Fields are generally small and irregular,
representing enclosure through assarting or

piecemeal enclosure from the late medieval
period. There are some relatively small areas
of regular enclosure, especially to the south
and west of Parkhurst Forest.

There was some reorganisation of boundaries,
creating larger fields and improving drainage.



Relict wood pasture, and many small blocks of
woodland, remain in this area.

Chalk Downs

There is a low density of settlement with a
small number of larger, isolated farmsteads
and hamlets.

Medium to large fields represent enclosure of
the downs from the 15th century through to
the 19th century. Later phases of enclosure
resulted in regular field patterns.

Building types

Barns are typically of four or five bays and
usually unaisled. Smaller, three-bay barns
are found in the areas of wood pasture.
Combination barn ranges, with two or three
bays of animal housing in line with a five-
bay barn, are sometimes the result of the
extension of an earlier barn.

Stables for working horses and, on larger
farms, a separate stable for the riding horses is
typical.

Granaries were provided on most farmsteads.
These may be free-standing buildings,
typically timber-framed and raised on staddle
stones, or be incorporated into another
building such as a loft in a barn or above a
cart shed.

Buildings for cattle typically date from the
19th century and include open-fronted shelter

South Coast Plain

Small villages are intermixed with isolated
farmsteads, many of which date from the 14th
century or earlier.

As with much of south-east England, loose
courtyard plans, typically with two or three
detached, working, farm buildings standing
around a yard area, are the most common
plan form.

Regular L-plans, some being the result of a
shelter shed being attached to an earlier barn,
are found in all areas.

There are few large, regular courtyard and
multi-yard plan farmsteads, these being
confined to improving estates of the mid to
late 19th-century.

sheds and cow houses arranged around yards
and often connected to earlier barns.

Cart sheds were a feature of the majority of
farmsteads which would have required several
wagons and other implements associated with
arable cultivation.

Pigsties were found on many farms, especially
where dairying became a part of the farming
enterprise in the 19th century. Many pigsties
have been lost and so good, surviving
examples are becoming rare.

Sheep were rarely provided with buildings in
the farmstead as the yards and shelter sheds
could be used for shearing or lambing.

Outfarms and field barns associated with
enclosure of higher downland have mostly
been demolished or are derelict.
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Staplers

The northern part of the island is an undulating clay landscape containing small villages intermixed with
numerous dispersed farmsteads. These are set within a pattern of small and medium-sized irregular fields. These
enclosures were created through the assarting of woodland (creating small irregular fields as can be seen to the
east of Staplers) or piecemeal enclosure resulting in medium-scale irregular fields (south of Little Pan). These early
fields could be subject to reorganisation and boundary loss. Areas of common were subject to encroachment (for
example north of Mornhill, where the curving boundary of the block of fields suggests earlier enclosure) and more
formal enclosure in the 18th and 19th centuries, resulting in blocks of fields with straight, parallel boundaries.
However, small pockets of unenclosed common survived into the late 19th century. Within the areas of ancient
enclosure, small and medium-sized farmsteads, generally of loose courtyard form, contain stone-built barns of
three to five bays sometimes linked to cattle housing. There are also occasional larger farmsteads, including
regular multi-yard plans, such as Staplers Farm and Little Staplers. There were occasional field barns and outfarms
within this landscape.
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Compton Farm

In common with the other chalk down areas
of southern England the chalk ridge that
runs across the island was associated with
large farms. The higher downs provided
grazing for the sheep flocks, with arable
fields on the lower slopes. Compton Farm
lies within a dry valley on the south side

of the ridge, with fields created through
piecemeal enclosure, possibly dating from
the 17th century when the farmhouse was
built. The former downland was enclosed
in the 19th century but largely remained as
rough grazing. The farmstead is a typical
downland farm with two barns, a staddle
granary, stables and 19th-century housing
for cattle.



An isolated farmstead set within a landscape of small and medium-sized fields with large, often wooded
hedgerows. The fields are the result of piecemeal enclosure from the medieval period, although there has been a
level of reorganization and amalgamation. Photo © Bob Edwards

Although this farmstead may have early origins, the regular fields bounded by low, thorn hedges were laid out in
the late 18th or 19th centuries, either re-writing an earlier field system or enclosing an area of common. Photo ©
Bob Edwards

Small, loose courtyards with detached buildings facing ~ Regular L-plan ranges consisting of a barn and an
into a yard are the predominant farmstead plan across attached shelter shed or cow house are also common.
the island. Photo © Bob Edwards Photo © Bob Edwards



An unusual regular E-plan complex consisting of a barn with long ranges of open-fronted sheds, mostly shelter
sheds for cattle, with a cart shed at the end of the rear range. Photo © Bob Edwards

Barns are typically between three and five bays; this
range has a five-bay threshing barn with an additional
two-bay element to the left, which may have provided
stabling or cattle housing. Photo © Bob Edwards

A small, three-bay barn with an attached building for
animals. It is common to find small barns set against
the roadside. Photo © Bob Edwards

Alarge granary above a cart shed attached to a
threshing barn, typical of the large arable farms of the
chalk downs. Photo © Bob Edwards

A stable range with a wagon or trap house. At the end
is a lower doorway to a loose box, possibly for calves.
Photo © Bob Edwards

The banding of stone rubble is a characteristic feature
of many farm buildings, especially barns, on the island.
Additionally, the Isle of Wight is one of the few areas

in southern England where chalk block was used for
external walling. Photo © Bob Edwards



Materials and detail

Timber-framing was typically used for
medieval houses and continued in use for
some farm buildings into the 19th century.

Brick was widely used from the 18th century.

Chalk block is one of the principal building
materials on the island, and there are pockets
of good building stone (Greensand at the base
of the downs and limestone on the north coast
near Quarr).

Stonework is usually uncoursed rubble within
wide, coursed bands: a distinctive building
technique, characteristic of the island.
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Plain clay tiles are the most commonly
encountered roofing material, although
occasionally a combination of limestone
slates and tile are seen on some of the oldest
buildings.

There are some rare surviving examples of
long-straw style thatch roofing.
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This guidance has been prepared by
Jeremy Lake with Bob Edwards.

First published by English Heritage 2013. This
edition published by Historic England 2020.

Please refer to this document as:

Historic England 2020 Farmstead and Landscape
Statement: Isle of Wight. Swindon: Historic
England.

We are the public body that looks after
England’s historic environment. We champion
historic places, helping people understand,
value and care for them.

Please contact
guidance@HistoricEngland.org.uk
with any questions about this document.

HistoricEngland.org.uk

If you would like this document in a different
format, please contact our customer services
department on:

Tel: 0370 333 0607
Email: customers@HistoricEngland.org.uk

All information and weblinks accurate at the
time of publication.

Please consider the environment before printing
this document
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