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INTRODUCTICN

The - bones came from four sites excavated by the Surrey archaeological
Society llotorway Rescue Group. There were 117 small bags of fragments

in -two boxes. llany of the fragments were extremely small.

A Tull list of identifications is available for reference and we have

extracted only the information we consider relevant for this report.

Archaeological information provided by Bernard Johnson is included

in brackets in the text.

Because the collection was so fragmentary we were surprised by the
i
amount of information which wwey yielded. This demonstrates the

importunce of keeping all the bonesfrom an excavation however

unpromising they look. Slevimg was net cavried out and there IS no
doubt that much of the bone was tbo 3Soft o Survive excavotion .,

1. THCORPE LEA INURSERIES , Clockhouse Lane, Thorpe, Surrey.

AREA B Grid Reference T¢ 01647003

(This was an Iron Age occupation site consisting of a round hut
and storage pit, enclosed by a palisade. Bones from B1 were from
a ditch 1m wide and 80 cm deep. They were of possible Iron Age

date. B2 was an extension of B1.)

. The fragments in the 10 bags from Area B were mostly small and
not diagnostic. There was one small fraément of a horse bone, two
fragments which might have been from cattle, a pig milk tooth,

and a piece of tooth from either a sheep or goat.

L

AREA C Grid Reference TQ 01656982 (c1-¢?)

(There is some evidence for early Iron Age occupation here, but
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the main occupation seems to have been around the third and fourth
centurics B.C, This consisted of long housus of sleeper beum

construction with several water catchment pits nearby.)

Bone from the bottom of the Iron Age pits was not significunt as

it could not be assigned to species.

That from the hearth represented by C1<:),(zi;, and(éi} consisted
of a nunber of cattle bones from at least two individuals -
possibly one represented by the bones in <§) and the other by
those in @ . The cattle mandibles in (6) have the third
permanent premolar in wear and the fourth just erupting. The
third molar is‘just beginning to erupt. It is difficult to

assign an absolute age in yeuars. Little is known of the speed

of development of these animals. iodern breeds also vary in the
speed of development. This stage of tooth eruption in modern

breeds is on average reached at about 24-28 wonths (Habermehl,1961).

This could tie up with the cattle radius found in C1<§)with distul
end unfused. In figures given by Silver, 1963, this suggests an
absolute age of 18 months to 3% years. Cn the other hand we have
no proof that tooth eruption data and epiphyscal fusion duta bear
the same reluationship that they do in modern material. Je shall
confine ourselves to calling this animal one at the 'juvenilis'
stage. That in <é§\ was adult. (See key at end for an explanation

of these termsJ

Possible cattle fragments of tibia, pelvis and scapula were also
found from the Iron Age heurth, with fragments of 4 pig humerus
and maxilla, and two fragments which could have come from sheep

or goat,

A few teeth - cattle, and sheep or goat-came from the area of
hearth II of Iron Age date ( ¢l (EE)) and an upper molar fragnent
of cuttle from tile sleeper beam trench (01(253.
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The size of the cattle reprcsented in these Iron Aze levels is
compuruble wvith thut of Iron Age cutvtle frow Lent which have a
wither height culculated at about a metre (Fock, 1965, corrected

figures)

The early Romun levels (late 1st - early 2nd century A.D.) of 02

and G”, as well as those of G , provided only fragmentary

evidence of the above species but the R/B pit at G1CED yielded

the remains of two small adult shecp which had a wither heipht
(Teichert, in press) of about 50cm and very thin legs by modern
standards. The height was estimuted from the humerus. Proximal
humerus was fused. llost purts of the body of sheep were represcnted
and we could find no signs of butchery so it is most likely

that these animnals were thrown doun whole and not used for food.

The polished bone in C1[§]IX was the metatarsus of a sheep.

PETTIR'S SPORT3 FISZLD, Glanty, Egham Site I

Grid Reference T4 01687154

(The Late Bronze /Early Iron Age site may be a farming settlement,
the circular shallow featu¥e being the central occupation area.
The Roman double ditch system cuts across the corner of the site,

but may link up with the allotments - Vicarage Road - site)

Most of the bone came from the LBA/IIA shallow circular feature
in lots T 3, @@()and Bena T8, ® and (9). Numerous very
fragmentary bones from at leust 3 cattle, comparable in size with
those from the site above, were mixed with the remuins of two
young pigs, two possible fragments of horse, and two of sheep or
goat. One minute fragment could have been fiom dog cunine tooth.

In T3 (1) a dog tibia was found.

-

One of the cattle had the proximul radius fused (silver gives an
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at least 1 yeur for this) and the lurge nuamber of molur
frugients shows that ut leust one of the cattle muy have been
adult., The younger pig had the first perianent wolur just in
wear (aged a few months according to Habermehl) and the older
one represented had « cunine tush. If this goes witnh the oiicr
toeth found then it was a male unimal about 2 years old (Hubermehl-
M3 erupting). The dog tibia is comparable in build and size with

the more complete one in the next site but was from a younger

animal.

Although some of these bones could have come frown food remains
there is a preponderunce of teeth and unkle bones. This is a very
small sumple but it could sugcest that carcase triumings uand not

food remains are represented here.

A bone found in T?() is probubly the pair of one found in T3 5
(5¢7.74)s It is a distinctive scapho-cuboid bone of cattle that
puirs with one found in a cattle ankle in the circular feuturs.
Another cattle bone found in the R.B. diteh (T6 (:)) is from a
slightly larger aninul than those seen so far. This although
suggestive cun not be tuken as significunt in such a small sample.

There was nothing identifiable in the f£ill layer F1 L5.

VICARAGE ROAD aLLOTI TIP3, Pooley Green, Eghum, Surrey.

Grid Reference T 01587123

(This site is thought to be Roman - 60-150 A.D. with 3rd/Lth

century reoccupation)

The fill layers of a large pit in Area Aﬁ\ y @&,@ ,@,ﬁ

it J
) 3
contained the mandible off a horse about 12 yeyrs old (Duerst,1930).

There was also gorme cattle bone - tliese animuls were soimewhat

larger thun the Iron Age ones but the sumple is very small. Aguin,
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mostly tecbth and cannon bone firugwents wvere prescnt. Ywo winute

pleccs could Lizve been from sheep or goat.

Some teeth of cattle - an adult animal - were found in Diten riil

in area D.

In Area B - extension, remains of cattle aguin showed a slightly
larger animel than the Iron Ace ones and there was also a left

mandible of red deer, Cervus elavhus, which wvas at leust 27-30

monthd old by the fact that it had M3 in wear (Habermehl). Yucie
was a small viece of scapula which could have belonged to thie suue

species.

The R/B Pit H gave a few remains of ut least one cdult cow with a
slhiort horn core and the maxilla of a red deer at least 1 year old
(112 present und in wear).There was one third molar of pig. Its
size places it within the range «t s voint which supgests it was
domestic but does not rule out the possibility of .ild pig, Ve

do not know enough of the size ranges of IDritish domestic und
wild pigs. There vere also_mandibulur fraguents of at least tuio

adult sheep or goats.

Fill layers in the main R.B. boundary ditch T3 contained iragnentary
remains of tuo cattle. Again these were somewhat larger than ths
Iron Age ones but witi such small pieces it is not possible to

estimate wither heigihits - they may be little different.

Further cattle remains came from the f£ill in Pit X. A tibiu in zuis
looks like a pair of one in T3 ™M L2 ¢21.10.73), bag V4. The

curvasure of these is distinctive.

Post-llediaeval pond fill layers produced a dog sacrum and tibia,
The latter was somewhat comparable to that from Petter's Sports

Field but because of the difierent dutes and the lack of other
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evidence we can not say thut this provides a link between the two
sites. The tibia of this dog is very thin aud has a slight curvature,
being niost like the bones of dingo and purich dog in the Dritish
luseum (latural History) collections but smuller thon uvailuvlic
naeterial. The dog may have been a scuvenging one which was poorly
nourished. The proximzl epiphysis of the tibia was at stage 3
giving &an approximate uge in the second year. There vere also

a few bones from larger cattle than those found in Iron age and

Romano british levels.,

GLAIITY XCUIDABCUT , Egham

Grid Reference T 01957188

(Suspected hearth with Iron Age pottery)

The few bones from this reprcsented one individuzl of cattle,
present as a che.ed mandibular condyle, 2 rib fragmenfs, ulna
and pubis. This may denonstrate the renains oi food. Pig uas
represented only by a single third phulanx, but there were four
definite identifications of sheep - similar in size to those at
Thorpe Lea. Aguin , bones were from all over the body and could
represent the remains of food. A few burnt fraguents all came
from a sheep radius. according to Silver's figures the sheep
would be aged between 10 months (distal humerus fused) and 20
months (distal metatarsus unfused). There was a maxillafy
fragment and milk tooth of a puppy and nasal bone of a horse.

CONCLUSIONS

The excavator commented on the poor condition of the bone,
particularly that from the Vicarage Road sitey and links this

with the acidic soil.

In such soil, what has remaindd muy be only a small _roportion
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of what was originally there. Some _arts of the skeleton may huve
survived better than others - this could provide an alternative
explunation for head and foot remains in Petter's Sports Field

T3 and T8.

For the food animals there is not enouzh evidence here either to
prepare specific ratios or to make contrasts between different
periods but we hope that this outline may be useful for comparisons
with other material excavated in the future. lost domestic remains
here are those of cattle or sheep . No goat bones were definitely

identified.

The deer teeth are interesting but do not prove that red deer had
been eaten. These remains were checked very carefully as we
understand the ease with which these teeth have been confused with

cattle milk teeth in the pasy.
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KEY TO AGEING CRITERIA (DUERST 1930)
Fetus
Neona tus
Pullus = birth to beginning of eruption of nermanent tooth
eruption.
Juvenilis =~ during eruption of permanent dentition

Adultus - has all teeth but not well-worn
Maturus - stronger wear of teeth , fusion of sutures
Senilis - loosening and loss of teeth, ossification of tendons,

roughening of bones.

»
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MEASUZELENTS

AREA DATE BONE L/R | TOTAL LENGTH |PROXIMAL WIDTH | DISTAL WIDTH
CATTLE
PsF 13(D) | LBA/EIA My L 3l4.5(surface)
PSF 136 ‘LBA/EIA' Ny R 35.3 " . -
VRA DA w/B 'M,3 £ | T = o -
VRA B-ext A\ R/B |  scapula R | - - 77
‘PSP 17  R/B |  humerus | R | T £ 86
oy '@ LA  radius ;7 B
»T‘LN clr1 @ 1A radius L l + 58.L4
PSF T7@ | R/B me tacarpus L | 4.2 62
PSF T6 2 ]: R/B me tacarpus R 52.6
VRA vE-extAE— R/B o metacarpus T, 63.6
PSF 13 ()  [LBA/EIA astragalus R | 54.5(lateral)
PS.F T}@ BA/EIA V metatarsuy R L1.2
SHEEP ,
G.R.1 'clearing’ IA scapula R 27:5
Ty ¢! (3D R/B scapula 5 27.7
G.R. 'élearingl IA_ " —huinerué N "R - 25
N ' G)A |rB humerus | R 27.1
TLN ¢ @A R/B _ humeraa Ls A115 o 26.8
Ly ¢t ChA [RB radius R | 28,1

OTHER

Min neck 5&-5
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sheep contd

GR 'clearing!
TN ¢l9 Ix

Elm
=
(o]

H A1

All measurements are taken according to Duerst, 1930, and in millimetres.

T.A. astragalus
? ' metatarsus
}
i
B M
B/ 3

26(lateral) |

36.3 x 16.2 surface

A g;o.fr 9.5
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