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Tho ~!ucking furnace bottoms or $chlackonl:l~tze belong to a fairly 

common type of furnace in l'orth ;;''urope dated to between the lot century 

and the 3th century AD. It i6 mOlnl from Poland, Czechoslovakia, 'iorth 

Germany, '1orth France, ;;wedon and Denmark. It i8 nOli referred to aB the 

Blag-pit typo. 'fhe firGt example of Buch a product in Britain iI! that from 

AylshaDl nO~f residing in the Norwich Huseum. A siMilar type of furnaoe 

is known from Africa north of the equator, dated to about 400 nc, and it 

would "00-' th', tit uaG tn ~en orlll use over a wide area of the iron-waking 

world 11,,1'o1'e t1'f; rOMan period
7

an teda ting the slag-tapning type. 

A nit in !'irnt cu:; t?1 to the r~rollnd i"1'1edia tely be&ow whel'u the 

furnacG Rhaft if' {,oino- to he 'J1!i'_ t. Thin Plll.~r he in sand (lJenmark) or 

deCO"lnOlle,: I~rani te ("O,l"I-I\-·--i_,er1a). It ~,ay have a depth of 0.5 m (l'ig. I ) 
or 'l)C (;':cn ':-rc~t\-'r f:fi f'O'lf!ll i'-I ;'f)I'T.A.rk and Llodelled by Tho!"lSen (li'itr.2. ). 

'-O'C --_ ')'-ri- ~n In j,IlVl' beon made on thin type, no experil:lente~ 
i 

l'n[; yo t '-,cpn [\"le to ""t 1. t to work properly. '.Iha t in clear from the 

[~ O"lc,< 

klJ'U\~e~ 
:~~_'""Oli~eJ. l:; __ -C-N'l.:l.,:,l')~l' ~._,',' La" l'''0r, ir 1':') ,,1 t ort_~inally. ;loflt ~i tee, i:ccludlnr; those 
~ J.¥- -. e1 (,.: "0-'''- "1 ,t- ,-:', _loue pi t fillinl; (cereal etnlkfl etc.) 

.~~C4S sp~ ~r!d i': ir- ~rc,,:'v ~'rol r.11o, r.t'lt"! ~O" 1"1.r'!od ~1y rAcont ethno,f~r,"l'!11dc evidonce, 

(,t ~h~ th.1t ':1" T.1. t_ i~ f'111 0.(' "-'lrtl'r cnrlmrifled fuel bofo.re the "lag if' 

a 110"",(; in. It \l0-01.r; i.. -'~_ct ,_" "'17 dtff'ir.ult to 'ceep it out an one liOuld 

1;':(11 't -l'i l' f' r0f'L;'~!flr!+ f'nl.~1( ~·nt"tO""l to tllt'?- fur~ace find thcx'o in no evidence 

for ~:' in. 

"'rr( ""C' ,t t f. -U'; ,-': t(- d that t!,(! pit is full of: "LuI' coal etc, 

i-;}1['" ;"'t:11i'-~ :".i~l.rt~, !l'!!(; ~!~ ti p ;;1.1' fro'" t1.e tuyereA Goen up ll.nd not 

CO\!!', 1.t i o llOt l,'!rut hOlt "",,,i'-8 capable of hol'lin_,; tl:c Blag and bloom 

up until" critic"l moment if> rellChed. Prosllm::.bl:r th1" ill -when the slag 
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Then 9i thar the "falne" ryO ttmn :I." rl1rd;lIrbed or nir is ndl'li tted 

vin n second tuyere to thp. ni t, h'lrninp, 011 t the ct:l'.rcolll and nllowing 

no BIng to run into the- spnce "ri.nl!"::. l'orll.n:,lf' ,'ot" tec\'ni.q'len 'Ire 
,~ , 

neCef19nry,.-.i burnL.0ut tlle "h1l'co'l1 "i:rnt, <'01',,,''''0 1):, n:l.nt'lrbinp, the 

"fttlse" botfOM. ~hcre i~ so...,c cHi~}c- :'!e for ~J (' R8CO~';G t:l;rere in "the 

remains of tee Pol:l.sh fUl'Jl'lcf?EJ. 
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