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" total of six pits from the upper' layers (H.-17th century) of the' exca=i;fon 

1-1ere investigated in the 1976 season. Samples lNre taken from the' pi its to' de-termd:ne-

1<ll:etllGr inacroscopic remains could eive an indication of their:' fOTmer" use', The

deposi t8 examined l'lere l'lei; but by no means ,rate'rlogged. Sample size varied usual.lY' 

the amount Has such that it 1'fOuld approximately half f:HI a bin liner type plast:i:C' 

bag. cPhe samples l'lere Hashed in lfarm 1<ater, the lumps being broken up manually,'. 

They 1'1ere sieved throueh a 300 f-<' sieve. The remains that lfere caught on the sieve 

1rere paraffined and after this process the float nas imme'rsed in a100ho1. Po,. low 

pOl,er microscope HaS used when sorting the material. Other macX'oscopic remains 

were separated from the dried resi'due of' the paraffining process, 

Pits examined 

Feature F 17 context 1027 Date-Cr6. - 017 
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" 
" 
" 
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3eed lisis 

FI9 

F41 

FI05 

FI48 

1"181 

Carex disticha Huds. 

Carex flacca Schreb. 

Carex hostiana DC,. 

Carex cf. otru.bae 
Podp. 

Hypericum cr. 
tetra:oterum Fr. 

Juncus sp. indet. 

Ornithopus 
porpusillus L. 

Ranunc 1JIlJs lingua L. 

Trifoli1.L'.'1 repens L~ 

", ]035 " 
" 1088 " 
II, 1217 " 
II 

" 

1274 II; 

1320 II 

BrOlm sedee 

Carnation grass 

Tmmy sedge 

False' fox sed . .,e 

Sq. stemmed 
St. J]ohn"s w'Ori:' 

Rush. 

Birdsfboit 

Great Spe8iT110ri!' 

tlhite clover 

CI6 

mid CIT 

late 1,!edieva1 

possibly late Saxon 

3 

I 

2 

I 

M 

2 

2 

I 

" Roman· 

In damp grassy places,. fens, marshes 
and He t me adOlrs. 

In dry calcareous grassland, damp 
clayey 1fOOds, marshes, fens and hogs. 

A plant of Het flushoo and ma:t'S1itl' 
ground, Hnere' l,ater contains high 
% bases .. 

On: C'layey soils' 1l.<mally in' damp 
grassY' place,s, rare1Y' in dry places. 

In' damp meadows, grassy,' places heside 
ri vel'S and ponds and in mars:hes. 

Marsh land. 

In dry sandy and gravelly places. 

A. local plant of' marshes and fens', 

In grassy places, particularly 
common on clayey soils. 



_Pi t F'I:! 

Chenopodium album 
L. 

Fa then 

Euphorbia helioscop" Sun spur,o;e 
L. 

Polygonum minus Small 'fD.ter-pepper 
Hllds. 

Ranunculus cf. Cree·ping buttercup 
repE')ns L. 

Sambucus nigra L. Elder 

Fish vertebrae and fish! scales. 

4 

2 

I 

I 

In 'mste places and cultivated land. 

Common in cultivated and ~",ste 
ground. 

In \fet marshy places beside· ponds' 
and lakes. 

Common in wet meadows, pas.tares· 
and woods. 

1;' Hoods I scrubs and ,mste places 
especially on distU!!'bed base rich 
and n:t1trog!im rich soils. 

T'ee1;-h, onecow molar and possibly one dog molar-. 

Some· matted fibres, which could have been hairs. 

Bones, fragments of ribs of' small animals. 

Care x cf nigra 
( L)neiohard 

Fragaria vesoa L. 

Rubus fr-utioosus 
(agg-. ) 

Sambucus nibTa L. 

Schoenus nigrioans 
. L. 

Vitis vinifera L. 

One- vole skull. 

Common sedge 

lhld' stra~Tberry 

Blackberry 

Elder 

Bog rush! 

Vine. 

ilssooiated small animal bones. 

4 Usually in mires or bogs with some' 
degree of. water movement. 

M lfoods. scrubs in base riclt soils 
and on basic· grassland. 

l,t lfoods, soTUbs hedges and heaths. 

I lfoods. scr-ubs and waste places e·tc. 

4 In damp, usually peaty, base rich 
places • 

13 Mostly gro~m in warm, temperate 
or tropical l'egiions. 

Fish bones, inoluding vertebrae with spines (suggesting Stiokleback) and fish scales. 

~iatted hairs and feathers. 

Egg shell. 

Pi t FIllS 

Carex cf. 
a 'Ppropinqllata Schumacher 

Chenopodium c1'. A.II seed 
po l~rsp()rmlun L .. 

Conium maculatum L. Hemlock 

Rubus fl'U t icosus Blackberry 
(agg •. ) 

I 

2 

In fens and damp places, on base rich 
peaty soils. 

In IHl.ste places and owl tivated land. 

II In damp places, open woods and near' 
1rater., 

1,1 Hoods. sC'rubs, tilldges and lieaiths. 



.3umbucllC ni/;ra L .. 

,and: -

Avena nativa L .. 

Seoulc cereale L. 

Elder-

Oats ) 

J
' charred 

!lye 

Other macroscopic- remains -. -----------------------
Fish: verte-bl:!l:l&. 

Caddis-fly- larvae'- cases. 

4 

2 

I 

~"oods, scrub8 and ,.,anto places et-C'", 

Gu.l tivar. 

" 

Bone- fragmenta, small animal bones and ,also the- limb bone- of a large' bard possibl~ 

a, goose-. 

~!:L~!§Lprodux:ed 2 cltar-red graiins of XtiH!!1Y!!LErL!l:~!!!iY!!!!!!. beside- 1fhis: _notb:i.'ng: 
of enviromental imporianee-. 

Pit FI05 also failed to produce macrosoopic' plant or- animal remains except for' ---------
large quantities of oharcoal. 




