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Bone from a late 16th/early 17th oentury rubbish deposit! 

Reredorter , Durham Cathedral • 

Animal bones and shells were recovered from ten layers that have 

been olosely dated archaeologically to the late sixteenth century 

with some early seventeenth oentury material. The deposit is 

interpreted as a rubbish pit. The collection comprised 323 bones 

and shells , predominantly the remains of domestic animals and 

almost certainly entirely dietary in origin • The identifications 

of the bones and ~hells are given in the Table • The collection 

is too small for any detailed analysis oonsequently a general 

desoription only is given below ( the data and measurements are 

available from the Biologioal Laboratory , Department of Archaeology, 

University of Durham) • 

Sheep (and/or goat) bones are marginally more oommon than those 

of oattle , but among thoso bones not identified to speoies the 

reverse is the oase I large ungulate bone fragments are more 

frequent than those of small ungulates • The oonolusion that 

oattle contributed the greatent proportion of the meat represented 

by the surviving remains is unavoidable • The remaining speoies 

being both smaller and occurring in fewer numbers must have been 

relatively less important • 

Domestio birds inolude fowl and geese end three duck bones are of 

a size suggesting a domestio variety. A complete tibia of a small 

wild speoiss of duok was found and a humerus of a Raven , a not 

uncommon resident soavenger of our towns in the past • Marine 



REREDORTER • Durham Cathedral , 1977-78 

Late sixteenth century'with some early seventeenth century material. 

Rubbish deposit of,ten contexts. 

Total number of bone fragments -- 270 

Percentage of bone fragments identified -- 68 

Total number of shellfish remains -- 53 

Table of species and unidentified bone fragments 

Cattle 

Pig 

Sheep or goat 

Sheep •. 
Rabbit , Oryctolagus ouniculus 

Fowl 

Goose • of domestic 

Duck , cf domesti~ 

Wild duck , unidentified 

55 (3) 
17 (1) 

66 (5) 

11 

·2 

16 
10 

3 
1 

Raven , Corvus oorax 1 

Haddook , Me1anogrammus aeglefinus 1 

Cod , Gadus morhua 1 

Large ungulate 43 

Large animal 10 

Small ungulate 27 

Medium anim~l 4 

Small/medium alt:imal 1 

? 2 

Oyster , Ostrea edulia 36 

Cookle , Cardium edule 9 

Mussel , Mytilus edulis 3 

Snail , Cepea nemoralis 3 

Edible crab , Cancer pagurus --1 
TOTAL ~ 

Parentheses indicate bones not definitely identified to species. 



orops are represented by a olavioke of Haddook and a post-temporal 

bone of ood as well as 'a number of shellfish • Two olaws of large 

speoimens of the edible arab (Canoer pagurus) were also found. 

EVidenoe of butohery in the form of outs or chopsmarkB were 

observed on sixty-two bones, but it is presumed that in this 

period all the largAr domestic animals would be obtained from 

butchers already jointed much as it is today. The presence of 

a number of small ~nd large ungulate vertebrae that had been 

ohopped longitud~ally down the middle or just to one or othAr 

side of the neural spine suggests that the carcasses were halVAd • 

Shellfish were no doubt readily available in the town m~rket ; the 

oysters in~luded'individualB of a large size a number in exoess of 

100 rom • the maximum recorded length of a lower valve was 135mm. 

Only eleven of forty-three sheep (and/or goat) bones assessed for 

age indicated juvenile animals I in contrast seventeen of twenty­

eight cattle bones assessed could be identified as juvenile , two 

specimens suggesting an age of lesa than six months ( on the 

estimates given in Schmid, 1972 ) • Typically seven of ten pig 

bones were from juveniles and two from piglets ( pigs are generally 

slaughtered young) • 

Pathological features were observed on- two bones of sheep (and/or 

g08-t) ; a tibia bearing a swelling on the posterior side of the 

distal shaft • and a humerue with some secondary ossification of 

the lateral side of the distal end • 



I should like to thank Dr. D.Bramwell for his identifications of 

the bird bones and A.K;G.Jones fortthe identification of the two 

fi~h bones • 
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