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Soft, fairly smoo th, sandy fabric, very dark grey "to black (~Iunsell 2.5YR N3/ 

to N2.5/) outside surface, greyish-buff inside surface and reddish-brown core. 

Study in thin sec tion under the petrological microscope reveals frequen t 

subangular grains of quartz, average size O.IOrum and under, wi th a few slightly 

" la"rger " grains. Also present are flecks of mica and a few g"rains of plagioclas"e 

felspar and amphibole. I t is "difficul t to sugges t a likely source of origin". 

for this sherd. Huch of the Lizard is made up 6f large deposits of serpentine, 

gabbro, schists and granite, but the petrology does not suggest a direct derivation 

from one of these. However, there are windblown surface deposits on the". 

Lizard which might account for the mineralogy of the Goonhilly sherd, though 

on the other hand an origin further afield, perhaps even the other side of the 

Channel, canno t be ruled ou t. 
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