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Summary 

A sample sealed by the make-up of a floor in the 
reredorter in Cleeve Abbey was sieved and found to 
contain a variety of marine fish; all these would have 
been eaten. The Abbey being only five miles from the 
coast, transportation of fresh fish would not have 
been a problem. As well as the fish bones rib 
fragments of ox, sheep, bones of domestic fowl, 
blackbird and shell fragments of oyster, whelk and 
limpet were also identified. 

Author's address 

Alison Locker 

Cobblers 
The Old Hill 
Wherwell 
Hants. 
SPll 7JB 

nr Andover 

@ Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England 



A 4 ki;i 

date fr-'DfO 

rer--edDrtS(' 
;2 i< t 1'- r3. C t. t.:!d b 

beneclt:h 
a deposit 
the ·f 1 Ctor-

o-~ 

fJf 

late 13th to early 14th century 
a r-oom in tile gr-oufld floor o·f the 

Fragments of bone and shell 

A of fish bones were identifiable to species or group 
1 eVf":-J. ~ 

haddock 
Eel (Bf.19.~:!tt.L~~ ~Q9~L~_J . .1.~) ~ hETr-i nq (~~L~~r~.~~} b.5!c.~Q.g.~j§)., 

(~§L~QQgc~mmU§ ~§gl§fiou§), whiting (~§CL§Qgi~§ 
[!~C.l~jD.9.h:l§) ry 

(Tri g1 i dc"":-te) ~ 

Gadoid irldeth, ha~~e (d§cl~~~i~§ m§cL~~~i~§), gur--rlar--d 
mackerel (§~Qm~§C §~gm~[~§) and plaice/flounder 

(El~~CQO§~t§§ Ql~t§§§§/EL§ti~htb.~§ £l§§~§)~ 

Ttle number of bOfles are sl_lmmarised below; 

Epecies ",. k ell 1 vert" other tot,;::d 

Eel 2 

4 
Hf?;--'r- i nl;} 

Haddock 
Whitinf.J l?otolith L1 
Gadoid (cf imm cod) 
H~lkf? 

Gur-nc:lj"-d 
li.::l.c ker-el 
~:' 1 a i C (-:;;./ F" 1 Dun cj 8t-

6 
. .:;, 

i 

i 

7 ':.() 

._ . .-
LiT 

·f(Jund l--'Jhich 
in d E,·ti-?I·- min atE' 

he"":, \/Eo not b E'E:?r1 

the fish arB marine~ 

;: r' a~!fOent 55 
included in 

~.uch as +i n 
thE::- t.dDlE?" 

""7 

4 41 

of 
its life cyc:le is SpBn't if1 the open ocean is usually ~augh·t ir, 
estuaries and rivers. Since the Abbey is only 5 miles fl-om t~le 

+ :i ,::.h VJC)U J. cj no 

di·fficultie~." 

fOUflCj in Wheeler 1978a 

Despite the presence of fish ponds at Cleeve wher'e water was 
dr-awn off the river to dr'ive two mills (]utside tt18 precirjct~ then 
feedirlQ two fish ponds before draining into the abbey moat <Bond 
li7'8t3~ 9F:) 1 thE'f-e i~::. no E'viciPIlCf? -fl--om thi£:. ~..:.al11plE D-f thc~ 

cOf15umption of fistl from tt12 ponds. Eels, alttlough they wet-a kept 
ifl POflds C()Llld jlJst as easily have been caught in tt18 r-ivBra 

I'-si ,;1: i I-i\~i 

medi E'Vc\:!. 

the 

74) h':l-:;:;. 

to t~le llse dl-ld mallagement of fistl 
period tt1e evidence {r-om fish remains 

thdrl 

pDnd~. 

U ::-:::.1..lE,11 y 

hjgh prlces recorded for freshwater fish dljring 
enSllred they rem2irlelj a high status foo[i, 

tl'lat SHa fisil generally appeared 
The small sample from Cleeve 

supports tllis view, althougtl as a single context it 

The 
th5 .. ::,; 

21 ~;o 



As well as fish remairls a few fragments of ox and sheep ribs were 
i dent. i·f i f?d (tt12 former sllowed eviderlce -- ,-

UT chO~J and knife mar·ks) 
a fragment of domestic fowl cor-acoid, a blackbird carpometacar·pus 
and ::> L!,1i It".:' fi·-2.i.~n)!:?nt£::, of bil·-cj long bonf2·3~ 

limpet and whelk were also present. 
composed elf dOfnostic food refuseD 

r-'-2gmE'nl'-, 
The entit-e 

Bond [: J Monastic Fisher12s. In i1edieval Fish~ 

c)-F C)y::;tE:r· '! 

Sc.iiTiP I e "i.-:::;. 

and Fisllponds irl Englalld. Par-t 1n Ed M Astor). BAR 
British Series 182(i). pp 69 i i ,.-:' 

.... 1 • ...:.. ~ 

Wtleeler H 1978. ~ey to t.he Fistles of Nor-ttlern Europen WarfleR 

. .::, 


