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A osmall programme of petrological examination was andrrinlen

on Iron Age and 3axon poiliery from ilavtizan’s Gravel Dit, Milton
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Keynes, and comparative Saxon matoerial Trom fwo nearby

. Caldecotte and Dradweil Roman villa, All fGhe sherds were ocxamined
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: in thin section under the petrological microscoy

from Coldecotte {w? x and v} and Dradwell Homan vilia lu, v and

%), together with the majority of the 3axon sherds from iartigan’s
Gravel Pit (o, p, r and s) all containced sandstone and

quartzite, freowent grains of quartz {discrote and polverystalline),

and the occasional prain of felspar and Fragment of flint, This
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composition contains inclusions which are foreign to the district,

and a similar renge of inclusions have been noted by the writer

in Saxon pottery from Northampton ( in Williams, forthcoming).

8 However, it is quite possible for the raw materials to have
cen obtained from the local Boulder Clay deposi hi by

been obtained from the local Boulder Clay deposits which cover

much of the Milton Keynes area.
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The two remaining Saxon sherds from liartigan's Gravel Pit

(1 and m) were both heavily tempered with grass or chaff,

The Iron Age sherds from Hartigan's Gravel Pit contained
shell (a, b, c,and i), grass or chaff (1} and quartz sand (£,
g and j). There is nothing in any of the =zamples to suggest

that the clay or temper was nobt obtained from the general arca




of the site,

Williams, L.T,
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