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Summary 

A few fragmentary and rather poorly preserved remains 
representing 3 adult males and one infant were 
recovered from Roman Caractonium. Catterick. during 
excavations in 1972. 
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Human bone was recovered from 5 contexts during excavations at 
Roman Cataractonium in 1972. Four of these corltexts wer"'e layers 
above the d.etETlsi ',Ie di tch ::::~nd one (P I I I ®) was f:'~xn the 3r·-d.-
4th century occu.pation2, j ar'E'a, Ai'j the .bonE' ,lIas t-'ather' poor·'i Y 
preserved and fragmentary, 

(Antonine layer contemporary with bridgehead 
(Layer, AD 370+1, 

~~lgci~l: These two contexts contain adjoining fragments of a 
single sKul I; in at I about two-thirds of the calvarium is 
pr'esent~ 

~g~= Probably male (WorKshop of European Anthr'opologists 1980' t 

6gg~ r'ou.nq adu.ltr pt-'obab'ly ab.::)ut 20-:'35 (su.tur·e closu,r'e -
Per'izcniu5 1984). 
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.L§:.Y~ O=tr'aiT d.bsent,. 1=tr'31t p~-'esentj bi:s,ter'3i tt-'2,its 
expressed as e~t side/right side, 

Tr-Ie fr-·3_gmentc;;.t-·y natu.r'E' {)f 'tr'"!E' sV,u.-' 'i pr·E:C'iUO€,·:j tt-IE' t2.Vin-g Ct 

me2sur'emer: ts of 

~QQ1E~1: P IV @ (Pit to the sou.th of thE' br'idgehead defence~ 
?2nd century>. 

~~lgci~l: SKu) (3/4 complete), mandiblet 6 cervical vertebrae 
and fragments of shoulder girdle. Bones poorly preserved+ 
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t~.Y~ t =tootl'"t pr-t"sent in Each.st 
X=tocth lost post-mortem *=tooth 
missing or damaged 

O=c{)ngenj,ta"! absence of to{)t.~-i 

lost ante-mortem -=socKet 

Sex: Probably male (WorKshop of European Anthropologists 1980)i 

B£H1: Abou.t 35-45 (dental attr-ition - Br'ou-ll).}ell 19E:.l~ Figt :3.'3,1! 

(a) Cranla~ traIts (SElected from Berry & Berry 1967) 
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DC'u .. t,~e cond.Ylcl.!'-· faceT, Dr: OCClplta! CliO 
Par'ieta 1 fet-'amen 
Zygomatic-faCIa! for'amer: 
Divided hypoglossal canal 
Posterior condylar canal patent 
Precondylar tubercle 
Foramen ovale incomplete 
Accessory lesser palatine foramen 
Supra-orbital Foramen incomplete 
Maxillary M3 absent 
Mandibular M3 absent 
Mylohyoid bridging 
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[gy: as above except -=no observation possible p=partial 
manifestation of trait, 
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ttl Post-cranial traits (selected from Finrlegan 1978) 

1C£il 
Supra-scapular for-amen 
Atlas facet double 
Pos~erior atias br'idging 
Later'",! at 1 a"s br'idging 

-/0 
0/0 
0/0 
-/0 

The fragmentary nature of the remains precluded the taking or 
any measurements, 

E£lD9.1 Q9.:t 
l§l_Qc~l: The maxilla and mandible show considerable (Brothwe\ I 
1981: Fig, 5.!4A) alveoiar' resor'btion and por'osity of the ince,-
denta 1 septa, 80me inte~-'-denta I septa have a concave pr-ot i 1 e B,ne"! 

there is an inter-dental pocKet around the left mandibular first 
premolar. These lesions are indicative of severe periodontal 
d.isease (CostB. 1'38:::), Per-iodcntB,\ disease lS an inf\ammatio~-, ·:::,f 
the Qu.ms and other- per"iodonta: tissues; fr·equ.ent!V ·!ead.ing tc; trl€ 
loosening and ·event-ua'! loss c'f t2etrl~ 

This individua'j a'jso sho\!}ed deposits of d€ntci'! C2,!CU.·iu.,S t.C, 

DobnEV [~:: Br-otht.1,lEI j -s (1987) Cr-ade II. De;-!tal ca\::u.!u.s is :3. 

deposit consisting mair:}y of caicium s8.·lts and t in i ifet cT'ganl 
mate~laj in w~!ich flou~ish nu.merous bacteria. 

Both periodontai disease and dental calcu)u.s are associate8 
\1}lth poor' or-a'i h'lgiene (Hi'l )sGn 1985~ 310fJ, 

Ther--e is 8. S'ilght amou.nt of pitted, r'€active nell! .bone fot-'matior-
1r' trlE" left ma7:(i.l·lcn-·y stnu.s In Tr-:€" ar-ea above the r'Efliode'! 'lee_ 
.soc~<,ets fct-· tt"'le left ma:.(i'j·la.r-y pr·emolar·s (\lJhich h3.ve beer: 'lost 
ante-mortem! This lesion is indicatlve of infec.tion in the 
sinus; this is frequently a result of direct extension of a 
d,ent'2\'1 infection (Shafer' et a'j I 1'38:3! 51.2,) I The 'Ioc~\-! ise-:] nature 
ot the present lesion suggests that it may have been a result of 
infect.ion!, pt-'obab'IY fr'om a since-healed pE'!'"'iB,pica l abcE'ss" at t.'-IE 

site of one or both premola~s, 

i~l_ggggD~C~liyg_jQiDl_~i~g~§g: ThlS is generally divided into 
two categories: that affecting the ver'tebral bodies is termed 
osteophytoslS and that affectIng the ot~1er joints is tErmed 
osteoar-thr'itis (C·D'I·! ins 1'349). The most usua'i CB.LI.se seems tCI be 
repeated minor traumata, as might result from day to day 
activities; this leads to degeneration of the intervertebral disc 
or Joint cartilage with ensuing macroscopic bony changes; 
including marginal lipping and JOInt surface irregularities. 
DegenerativE Joint disease is associated with general 'wear· and 
tear' to the Joints and as such its prevalence and severity 
varies with individual age and with the amount of physical stress 
to the Joints in life, 

Four cervical vertebrae could be scored for osteophytoslS: 3 
shovJed lesions to Br'othwel'I"s (1981: Fig, 6,9) gr'2,de Ill, one tD 
grade II. Five could be scored fDr osteoarthritis of the Facet 
Joints: 2 showed grade III and 3 showed grade ]1 leslons. 



b9D!.§::;.J: P v ® (Layer', 1st-2nd centUl""Yi possibly iatEr')~ 

r:1?Al~ci1:1: jYjany st<.U.'1 i and a tEI,l) post-cl""anial fr'agmE'r!ts of B.n 
infant; remains very poorly preserved. 
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[gy: As above except U=ur!erupted tooth, E=erupting tooth, 
d=deciduDuE tooth. 
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yeat-· 18 months (dental develpment - UbelaKer 1978: Fig. 

h2(!lg&!.~ RIll ® (bone fr';::;rn inhu.rnB.tion ',L.1itt-~in :aY'er'i (~D .370~.l! 

""later-'ia i! --------
,Abou.t 1/4 

Poorly preserved and 
of sKeleton present f 

fragmentary post-cranial r'ema!~5, 

"'ain! y par·ts of ; Qlf"'lg-.tones; 

~~Z: Probab y malE (WorKsnap of European Anthropologists 1980). 

IC£l_!i. 
Plaque formation on fe~ur 

Exostosis in trochanteric fossa 
Supra-conyloid process 
Septa I aper-ture 
Acetabular crease 
Anterior calcaneal facet double 
Anter-ior- ca I cane", -I facet absent 
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0/0 
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E • .!bQ1QQ~' A fragment of the body of a middle thoracic vertebra 
shows a shal low depression (approximately 12xlOmm & 2mm deep) on 
its interior surface. This probably represents a Schmorl 's nooe. 
An intervertebral disc consists of a tough outer layer (the 
annulus fibrosus) surrounding a core (the nucleus pulposus) 
~l}rlicht u.ntil ea.r-·ly adu.\thood r is composed of semi-·-ge·latinous 
material+ In younger individuals excessive compreSSion of the 
spinal column (such as might occur due to heavy lifting) may 
result in extrusion of material from the nucleus pulposus into 
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the adJacer~t vertebral bodYI The bony manIfestation of this is a 
depression or cleftf the Behmorl'5 nodet In some indiviauais 
congenital weaKnesses in the cartilage plate of the vertebral 
body may increase the liKelihood of the formation of S:hmorl's 
nodESt but there is no doubt that a sirgle trauma may rupture a 
t-t€?lthy disc (Scr!rnor'l ;}: JIJ.nghanns 1971~ i5S-1E-Sl+ 

One toot!'"!t the' maxi "iar'y r'ight second pr'emo'lar't 1S pr'eSETlt anD. 
shows a faint iine of depressed enamel 5mm from the cemento
enamel Ju.nction+ This is an enamel hypop'lasid; trH?Y at-'e 
associated with a variety of stresses including infectious 
dise'ases and nU.tr·itiona·l deficiencies (Pindbor'g 1970: 138-210). 
Using trH2 metf"!odo'!ogy Ot Good.ma.!'""! et a 1 + (1980) t the hypopi asia in 
the pr'es-ent case for'med when the individual was about 3.5 years 
old. 
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