REference. .o o P sssinens

LITTLE 3OMBORNE The burnt flint

A number of features on the site nroduced large quantities of
burnt flint, The flints were mos*ly "aores” of nodules which hné +hen
undergone further changes, Their surfrce was orazad and small blocky
nieces had become detached,

The treatment most likely to give rise to this a~ragrance is
reneated heating in a fire,nkobably +a red heat, fnllowed by sudden
cooldng, e.g. by dronning into watevr, Slow cooline, e.g, in air or the
ashes of a fire, tends to give rise +o flaking rather than the blocky
fracture noted here, The flints have a scoty surfaecs which indicates
that heating (and cooling) took rlace under raducing rather than
oxidising conditions which argues against +the hot stones being used to
warm an oven, A nossible use far these flints would be in cooking in a

trough of water as Aescribed by Coles {1973) (aftar D 'Relly(1G54) ),
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This report is sent to keep excavators informed of the progress of work
on their material and is not to be considered as necessarily representing the
final conclusions on the work reported. Thus the Chief Laboratory Officer
ghould ve informed of any intention to publish information given in an 4.M.L.
Interim Report so that he may advise as to its suitability for publicaticn.

Cn completion of an investigation, a formal report, correlating the

information notified in any Interim Report will be prepared by the Laboratory.
This report may include a revision of conclusions previocusly notified.
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