
ANCIEN MONUMENTS LABORATORY 


SERIES/No CONSULT' NT 

AUTHOR iss E Crow:foot 

Textiles; Morningthorpe, Norfolk. 
TITLE Anglo- Saxon Cemeteries 



Introduotion 

Morn1ngthorpe. Norfolk 

Anglo-Saxon Oemeteries 

Textiles 

~li8abeth Crowtoot 

~~~ 16t h. , 1977 

The textiles from this oemetery w ~re either too deteriorated, 

or bad tibre too tar r placed by metal oxide. tor tibre 

~ dater-inatioD to be ~ade, exoept in one oSHe ot ve.-table tibre, 

Grave 393. 'rom their appearanoe, and the evidence ot other 

oe et rias, it ie cle&r~hat the majority of th woven good. 

would have be n ot wool, tbougb some otber tlax ite .. are 

-USle ted b1 tbread oharaoteris t iOs even 1n oxfdisat10na. There 

is one 08e wbera oolour is visible on surviving tbr ada (GraTe 

358) but insuttioient was present for dJe analls1a. 

Th re are no selvedges pre erved (8ee Grave 331, p. ). 

In Anglo~axon textiles, woven on the warp-we1ghted looa, the 

higher oount 18 normally tbe warp, and this has tberetore been 

plaoed 1n the warp position in tbread counts in the oatalogue, 

th direct10n ot sp1n is indlcRted by t he letters Z n4 8. 

The era replaoed" bas been used as an abbreviation for "ftbre. 

repl oed by t al oxides". 



• 

Gr~ve 1 

£Aglo-Saxon Cemeter7 

Korning! horpe 

Textil •• , Eli.~beth Crowtoot 

C. Iron tro. ahield 

May 18th, 1917 

B1Dd1ns .trip OD ?handle look aore like le~ther thaD textile. 
lapre •• iona ot thie bindiD& ~e on replaced lATers ot tabrio whioh .u.' bave laiD in cOlltact, clear area 1.7 X 2.0 in folda, 1,1, 
'wll1, 2/2, ooullt e.ii .. ie4 0.14/12 per oa, a1a1lar iwill on 
bone trapent. 

Grave 18 
• Iron objeot 

aeplaced over area 1.5 X 2.5 ca, Z,Z. resu1ar 2/2 twill, oount 11/1) 
per 0 •• 

Grave 22 
o. 
Area 2.5 X I., Ga, replaced tabb1 weave, one a1.te. Z. other probabll 
S, oount 5/7 on 5 • 

Grave 25 
!. BrollBe wrist-olaap 
Jra ente over area 2.0 X 1.0 om, very fine ?tlax, Z,Z, tabbl, OOUIl~-
8/8 Oil 5 _. 

Grave )0 
J.Crucitora brooch 

~eriorated trasment, replaoed Z,Z, twill, count 14/12 per om. 
L. Annular broooh 
Replaoed area 1.2 1 1.0 0 , I,Z, probab17 tabb" OoUA~ 7/5 011 5 ... 
S~1lar tabb7 OD pin ot Brooch ~. 
J. Oruoifor. broooh 
Baok ot pin head, replaoed over area 3.5 X 2.0 oa, Z,Z, twill, 
deter60rated, tront, fragment Z,Z, tabb1, count 6/7 on 5 am, ttlaz. 

Grave 45 
,. Spear or knite 
Replaoed area 1.5 X 0.6 0111, Z,Z, iw111, poss1b11 wUh rever.e, oount 
14/10 (5 on 5 mm) per om. Replaced Z threads on Iron rinc ••• 

Grave 50 
E. Iron broooh pin 
Jrea repl oed 1.0 X 0.9 ca, Z,Z, twill, oount 0.5/6 per om. 
G. ': 
Jria 0.1.0 1 1.0 c , deteriora' d replaoed Z,S, tabbl' oount 5/5 
on 5 .. 

Grave 52 
B. Sh1.1d bo •• 

On ria, &rea 4.0 1 2.2 om, replaced, Z,S, ooarae tw1ll, oount 
7/7 per 0., deteriorated. 

Grave 53 
B. Iron buokle 
Irapp14( 1n to14e .11 round buokle, repl Old Z,Z, tWill. verJ ••• 

pinning and weaving, count 0.5/6 on 5 • 
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Grave 59 
B. Iron buckle 
Replaced ar.a 1.5 X 1.3 om, Z,Z, fine twill 2/2, count 12/12 per em. 

Grave 65 
c. Tw.ezers 
Ar •• replaced 1.0 X 1.2 c , Z,Z, twill, 2/2, fine, oount 7/6 on 5 

Grave 80 
H. Annular brooob 
Replaced area 3.0 X 1.2, possibly textil., Z,Z, twill in one place, 
but .o.t ot area probably tabby. 
J.Crucitorm brooch 

• 

Baok of pinh ad, replaced area tablet weave, L. present 1.5, •• 0.9 cm, 
ep1Wling Z, a. tar a8 can be seen resular obevrona, 9 OA 0.9 011, 
wetie pQ88ib17 5-6 on 5 mm, possibly border of fabriO. 
L. Jnnular broocb 
Area, detacbed, tabby, Z,Z, replaced, 0.1.0 X 1.0 c , oount 1)/12 per 011, 
out.thread •• eu to be paired. Under thiS, layer. ot coar.e Z threada, 
and SP17 threads 1y1n& aoroBs, ?fr1n(e. 
c. ~ron and )C • • Btonze 
Deteriorated twill, Z,Z. 

Graye 92 
D. Pieces at pin • 
( ) Sorap 1.2 X 0.7 c , replaced Z,Z, tabby, count 4/4 on 5 am, and 
round pin (b) fragment 1.5 X 1.2 em, Z,Z, deterioreted twill. 

Grave 93 
~. Iron buokl. 
Jre. olear replac d 2.0 X 1.5 em, Z,Z, twill, 2/2, count 12/8 per e •• 

Grave 96 
J. 
----c1 areaa rep1 ced, 2.8 X 1.2, 1.2 X 1.0 0 , Z,Z, .ediuatlne 
,w111, COUAt 12/11 per c , probably .imple 2/2, but broken thread •• 
F. Orucitor broooh 
On • knob, raplaold r a 1.0 X 0.6 cm, Z,Z, ver, open tabb7, count 
6/4 0 5 • R plac d are ot 11e tber. 

Gr.ve 97 
G. Buckle w1th bronze plate 
Replaced tin are. c.l.9 X 1.6 ca, Z,Z, t.ill 2/2, r.Bilar, count 
8/1 0 5 (0.16/14) . 

tartorated, twl11 nexi to irOA, tabb7 abov •• 

,0.8 0.7 om, Z,Z, t.l11, and .!al1ar on 

, Z,Z, tabb,J, COUAt 6/5 OA 5 ... 

open trill, repl r 2/2, 
will, ount 12/10. 



2.0 aa, fine Z,Z, iabbl 10 fold., 
, .p~araDCe au 

( ) 0.2.0 X 1~ 
2.0 X 2.5 • 

MorDingthor~. C ialop 3 

Grave 115 
B. BroAm. buokl. 

froot, r aina replaoed Z,Z, twill. Back, area 0.2.0 I 1.5 , replaoed 

Z,Z, twill, iwl.ted 10 fold, no oount po Bible. 


Gra e 126 
• Baodle (ahield) 

StrappiAB round handle probab17 ot leaih I' atrip , noi textlle, llne. 
ruDAiJIC aoro•• look like .iroft& Zp17 ihr adll, bui aq be wlr••• 

Gra~e 127 
,. Annular brooch 
OA rlAB, replaoed patoh, area 0.1.6 X 1.7 0 ,Z,Z, bbl~ oount 6/7 oa 
5 .., detached fra ent in toldB ot lIame. 

Grave 129 
B. ADnular brooch 
aeplaoed textile ln lump ot Beveral l~er. b1 pio head, abo•• &ad UDd.r 
r1na, 2.5 X 1.8 oa, Z,Z, twill, oount 14/12 per om. 

Grav. 134 
c. 	Iron 14 

a Det r10rai.d lump, floe r.plaoed Z,S, ••ave, unidentifiabl., 
(b lump 00 pin, repl&e d, Z,Z, twll1, ooar•• , 111a11ar OD RiAl •• 
Leather fro belt iA Buokle •. 

Gra~e 140 
C. Iron pleo. larrat, 

On••14., replao.d, (a)ltarea 1.0 X 0.8 ca, Z,Z, tabb" oount 0.12/12 per 

a. Oih r .i4e, l~er. (b), 1.5 X 1.5 , Z,Z, twl11 2/2, aount o. 

16/16 I' ,all di oal. the .... w~. 

o. 	Pi 

k, r.plaoe4 ar 2.0 I 1.5 cm,Z~Z, twl11, 2/2, OOUllt 5/4 00 5 ... 
J. 'Buokle 
00 pia, rep1ac At all along, olear 10 two plao.. Z, or po••ib17 
Z, p17 bread. oun round. 

OOaDt 
et. flu. 81 1&1' all alo~ 

, Z, , tw1l1, 2/2, count 12/12 
fbld., Z,Z, ooar••Z' pl'Q'bab17 

1. 'I ,. iob lIi_ht 'b. UUpul 

t.r! rated wood fibr,•• 
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Gr ve 113 
B. Ring brooch . . ' 
Repl.oed patch 1.3 X 1.0 em, Z,Z, tabby, count 16/14 per oa, .ppear&Jlo. 
1I1lgg •• ta tlu, ona thread syste irr gularJ luap.1 th lQ'.r. ot .... 
•••• a, and patch.s 00 Iron ring.G. 

Grave 208 
c. Annular brooch 
'ront, (.) replaced area 1.5 X 1.0 em, in tolde, Z,Z, tabb7, oount l6/D4 
per c. Baok, (b) area 2.5 X 1.5, .here olaar patterned tabl.t •• ave 
(t1«. ), twiste all S, 11 per om, wefts Z,Sp17, 8-9 per 0, one scrap 
ot ed«e looea, two t.iat , Z,S. Deteriorated tragment. tro. Baas braid 
on back ot Broooh.B. 
D. Lerr oruoiform broooh 
Allover baok ot oroas-bar, area 6.0 X 5.0 em, layera of two replaced 
textile., (a) a on a, tabby, Z,Z, count 16/14, under thia, nearer bo~. 
(0) ~,Z, twill, r gular 2/2 a8 tar aa clear, suriace -.tinned", o.uot 
0.12/12 per om. Front, over arms, tabby (a), qanir. ot oro.a-bar, 
told ot 2/2 twill, probably (c) but looka coara r, count 11/10 per ca. 
Siailar t.ill, deteriorated, on I&lt •• G. 

Grave 209 
C. Annular brooch 
Rep! o.d Z,Z, textile, deteriorated. 
I. Cruoito brooch 
Baok ot pin-head, mass replaced deteriorated textileJ ag.inst broo6h, 
olear pieo. 0.1.0 c wide, 1.3 long, fragment tablet-weave, ed.e 
pre.ervad ona .1de, seven twists .i9 chevrons, S,Z, regular 4-hole 
tabl.t w.ay., thread 8 spun, probably border to weav •• . 

Grav 214 
D. Iron buokl 
R.plaoed ar.a ).0 X 1.5 em, Z,Z, 2/2 twill, count 10/11, di IOnal in 
oppolit. directions on two layers, i.e. chevron or broken dia.ond. 

Z &nd S threads viaibl., on. .all r.plao.d 
on 5 mm. 

r.pl. , ob.b11 8 

haHer 
t.ill, Z,Z, count 1/5 on 5 , 2/2. 

Z,Z, simple d1a«onal, oount 12/11 per 0. , 

1. 1 0 9 c , 

( ) n t to iron, beat ar •• 1.5 X 1.5 ca, Z,Z, tw1ll, 
in ohevro or broken d1 ond tro. ditter.nt 

2.5 1.5. (b) Z,Z, tabb7, oount 16/16 per oa, 

,Z, • ~.l. probab17 

,z,z, 11, 2/2, count 5/1 on 5 
ot iner threads r.plao.d. 

http:ditt.r.nt
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Grave 253 
G. !rooob, oruciform 

Repl oed area8, tront, soft folds, Z,Z, tabby, also remaina probably 

Z,Z, t.ill, b ok, • sa of soft folds allover, Z,Z, t bby, oount 

16/16 per em, ?prob bly veil tucked in undar broooh. 

J. Iron fragments 

Replaoed are.. two textiles, (a) 1.5 X 2.0 om, Z,Z, tabby, ver,y 

ooarae, oount 6/5-6 per em, (b) area 0.8 X 0.1 om, Z,Z, tiner tabby, 

oount 6/7 on 5 , possibly that on bro~ob G, but doe not look ao aott. 

Scrape of <a) on Wristolaspa.B. 

Q, I. Stud aAd iron piece 

rr ent replaced Z,Z, ediu 2/2 t.ill. 


Grave 255 
B. Sh1 ld bos8 handle 
Replaced area l.5 X 2.5 em, Z,Z, twill, ooara simple 2/2, DOunt 1/1 per • 

Grave 269 
A.Buokle 
Replaoed areas, best 0.8 X 0.1 om, Z,Z, twill, count ••t1aated 0.10/10 
per em, 2/2. 

Grave 296 
B. Spear handle 
~eplaeed area, Z,S, t.ill, regular 2/2 d1agonal, DOunt 8/8 per 0 • -

Grav 312 
E. _1'1 tola p 
Front, small patoh 0.9 X 0.6 em, replaced Z,Z, t.ill, 2/2, oount 7/6 
on 5 • baok, tragments probably fro this, and leather fragments. 

Gr ve 328 
D. Bronme broooh 

Front, replaoed area 0.9 X 0.8 0 , Z,Z, t.ill 2/2, oount 6/6 oa 5 , 

baok, deteriorated similar t.ill, and finer threada undera.ath. 

On Broooh I, pair to D, fragaenie similar twill, and finer Z threada. 


Gr 	 v 331 
4. 	!nnular broooh 
ear pin, tront and baok both enda, replaoed tolda, Z,Z, t.ill 2/2, 

oount 0.5/4 on 5 • 

Grave 334 
J. Annular broooh 
B plaoed 8orap, area 2.3 X ~.3 em, .Z,Z, t.ill 2/2, .ed1uaf lyiac aero•• 
it, ver,r d t r10rat d re ins ot tine tablet-.oven band, thr.ad Z apwn, 
twi.t. 4-bole, 2-3 on 2 ,edge .lth one S, OAe Z i.i.t, then ie.t 

or poa lb1y t bb -ty tablet-. ave. Z,Sply ihre.a• .unnl~ aoro•• , 
po.aib1l tter 00 Or.~ 208 C, but deteriorated. 

Gr ve 331 
D. 	Bronse plat 

• ot deteriorated textile, '001, Z spun, toocruahed to tell .eav•• 
• Iron fragaant. 
ep1aoed fold. ot extila round both pieeeB, lar.est area 0.4.0 I 2.0 oa, 

ti "t.111, 2/2 tb chevron or broken di oAd, point ot revera. 
no 01 &r t 41 0 1. 1tt••ent d1reot1oa., count 16/16 ,.r 0 , 010•• 

nt ro b ok, probab17 tiu 4-hole 
0.9 on 5 , thread Z. Baok ot broooh 
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(Grave 331,». con.) 

h ad, replaced are very fine tabby, Z,Z, count c.24/7 on 5 ,in 
beet pieo J other bits look more even, and it is possible this 18 
part ot a 8elvedge with the warps packed. Detacled tragaent with 
?bQne impression is very crushed, but seems to be tabby, tin Zone 
8yste , Sply the other, count 5/5 on 5 mm, but not very clear. 

Grave 344 
A.Knite 
At tiP, area replaced 2.5 X 1.0 om, Z,2, twill 2/2, oount 0.9/9 per c • 

Grave 346 
C. Cruoitorm brooch ~ 
On baok, cross bead over pinJTcoarae ~,Z, twill, 2/2, oount c.8/8 per om, 
over this, in one plaoe, Z,S, 0106e tabby, muoh tiner, oount 5/6 on 5 • 
On trant, mass replaced Z threads going aoross in several plaoe., either 
a 1008e plait, or tangled fringe, longest threads olear 3.0 am, al.o 
traoe. deteriorat d Z,Z weave. 

Grave 353 
H. Buckle plaie 
Lumps ot deteriorated textile against plate, with 
(a) tia replao d Z,Z, tabby, very regular, count 
Ver.J deter10r ted Z textile, coarser, and leather 
and fragment probably of (a) with Beads.M. 

area 0.2.0 X 1.8 om, 
10/10 on 5 • 
on bone and Buokle pI te t. 

Q. Crucifor. brooch 
In tolds all round one arm-piece, ar a 3.5 X 2.5 c , r p1aoed, tine regular 
Z,Z, tabby, oount 9/8 on 5 mm, probably (a) on H. Underneath thi.,replao~d, 
(b)told ot ooarser Z,5, tabby, oount 0.6/6 on 5 • LAlers tno_ under 
brooch, deteriorated tine Z,Z, twill (0) orushed against broooh (see S), 
trasa nts at tabby (a) and one small replaoed lump Z,8, (b). 
8. Saall lOng brooch 
Deterior ted tragment (0) vary even Z,Z, twill 2/2, oount 12/14 per ~ 
and pieoea round pinhead, replaoed. In among tbese ooarae loosely SPUD 
Z thread, ?bead thread, possibly flax. Patcbes of (a) and (c) on 

o near pinhead ot &mall long broooh B. 

area 2.0 X 1.0 om clear (0) Z,Z, twill, 2/2, oount 
th1 looka definitely tiner than (b). ~ 

deterior t dJ on other deteriorated 8 and Z twi.ta, 
d-purple thr d vi 1ble. 

t or t d coloured tWists, and on one 
scrap , braid, wetta Sp17 red-purple, 

o blue, 0 whi t e, two blue, OA blue/wbite, 
ibly blu, hite borders, red-purple and blue 

1t i h to the urlace a brocadin" 
d. 

ill ( ) .1 0.6 • 



Morningthorpe. C ialogue.1 

(Grave 358, oon.) 

R. Wristo1a p (pair to M) 

Front, deteriorated twill (o)J back, rerua1na at tablet-braid, cut 

end going aoroBs, remains of deteriorated tWists, some S, 80 Z. 

Q. Cruoifor broooh 

Fln. Z threads behind pin. 


Grav 352 
A. Square plated brooch 
front, (a) mall traoes tine replaced Z,Z, tabby, oount 0.8/8 on 5 • 
Baok, round pin he d and attachment, fragments, largest 3.5 X 1.8 0 , 
(b) Z,S, twll1, 2/2 broken diamond, count 12/11 per om (ti,. ). 

Grave ~ 

~. Iron objeot (Pl. ) 

On fragment, area 1.8 X 1.2 om, replaced, also traoes on both id•• 

of pl.oe., all same .eave, Z,Z, coarae, this appear to b ver.J open 

tabby, count 6/5 threads per cm, with other threads vi.lbl uodern ath, 

theae &1 be simply other layers showing through, but the7 mAT indioat. 

that this 1s the under side of a weave with an extra w.tt Byste. ot 

pattern floata, ot.Wakerley, Grave 85, hield boss, UuckiOC, Grave 

939, ap are 

Grave 393 
B. Girdle hanser, C.Looa8 tragments • 
R.plae d threads on tip, 1.0 X 0.6, and scrapa, one area cl.ar, 
0.1.0 X 0.8 om, <a> Z,Z, twill 2/2, oount 6/6 on 5 ,in several laTer•• 
R. Iron buokl with bronze late 

Replaced are. 0.2.0 X 1.5 cm, b) Z,Z, twill, 2/2, oount 10/6 par 0•• 

on. ayBt • coarse, irregularities may be due to broken threads. 

M. Bronze small long brooch 

Baok, on catch, partly replaced area 0.9 X 1.0 cm, (0) Z,Z, t bb7, 

oount 0.12/12 per CID, probably undyed flax. B.Jl.jpplelard Fibre not 

an 1. »0 aibly bast fibre, in some fibres what appeared ~o be & 

v ~ rro l~ n consiatent with flax fibres. 


Qr ve 39 
~. Annular brooch 
ront, along pin, area c.2.0 X 1.8 em, replaced, Z,Z, twill, 2/2 

broken dla and, oount 16/14 per cm (fig. ), appearance eusg••tB 
tlaxl told in the iddle . On b ok, leather. aeplaoed are.. 
fro 8 twill. d~teriorated, OD G.Annular broooh, L.Cruoitorm brooch. 

Grave 397 
A. S 11 long brooch 

Baok, below pin. repl c d re 4.8' X 1.7 em, <.) Z,Z. ooar•• 2/! twill, 

count 8/8 r c • 0 e thread finer than other. 

B. Annular 	broooh 
rant. replaoed traces (b) Z,Z, ~abby, tlne. B ok, ar•• 2.0 X 2.2 0 , 

(0) replaced Z,Z, twil , 2/2, count 11/10 per c , probab17 too tine tor 
(a), deterior tr ntB sam on ~.~ular broooh. 

e&d 
Area 0.1.5 1.5 c , (0) 010. van Z, Z. 2/2 i l l, oount 12/10 per am. 

ill , Z count 0.5-6 

( . . 
. .-- -
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Grave 401 
c. Wristolasp 
Top, patch 1.2 X U.5 em, replaced, probably Z,Z, close twill, see 
(a) on Among debrie, fine plyed threads, ?tablet twiata. 
D. Bronze ring 
!rea 3.5 X 2.5 c., (b) very deter.orated Z,S, twill, 2/2, count 
c.12/12 per cm, two layers or folds, grass or plant ate a other 
s1d of ring. 
P. Iron rods 
Ar a replaced (a) c.2.5 X 2., em, close regular Z,Z, 2/2 twill, count 
12/10 per em. (0) Areas 3.0 X 2.3 and 1.2 X 1.1, (Pl. ), Z,S, 
100 11 woven twillJ this seems to be a 3/3 twill, but i8 ore 
probably a loos plait. 

Grave 409 
.A.. Spearhead 
On Bocket, replaced scrape (a) over area 1.7 X 5.0 em, in told, Z,Z, 
twill, regular 2/2, count 8/6 per om, ?warp finer and harder pun 
than wett. 
C. Iron buokle 
Trac allover (b) one fragment clear 0.1 X 0.5 em, Z,Z, twill, 
finer than (a) . 

Grave 410 
.1. Iron buckle 
On top, area replaced 1.1 X 0.8 em (8) Z,Z, twill, distorted by pt" 
but diagonals indicate a broken diamond 2/2. 
:s. Branee annular broooh 
Back ot ring, area several layers crushed replaced twill 1(a), on 
pieoe ot pin and attachment, (b) coarser Z,Z, textile, probably twill. 

Grave 414 
.A.. Iron pill 
On all pieoe , replaoed Z,S, twill 2/2, count co12/l2 per em. 

ai 
and 
ctal 

(a) replaced Z,Z, twill, 2/2, oount c.12/12 per 

th, (b) area 2.0 X 2.0 em, coarse Z and S thread., 
arp-tac belt, underside insect pupae. On iron 

1.2 c plaoed of (a) Z,Z, 2/2 twill, oount 

ot replaced textiles too small or contused tor acre 
coa iona11y weave to be identified oame fro. the 

': 



The epinning trom this cemetery is predominantl7 Z, a in aoet 

AnglO-Saxon textiles. Where mixed spinning is used it often 

indioates a ore laborate type of weavB, or a coloured pattern, 

but the piaoee ot this t~pe preserved here are very s 11. 

Th weaye. follow the usual Anglo-Saxon range of tabb7, twills 

(here all tour-shed cODstructions), and tablet-weave bard ra or 

braids. In eplt at the small areas surviving, it is olear that 

the standard at work bere W~8 good, and the majority at the pieoea 

co e tram well-spun and well-woven textiles. 

Twille 

Of the twill weaves preserved, at least forty-five examplee have 

Z spinning in both systems, and eleven other probab~e piecee have b en 

noted (p. ), while only saven have mixed spinning (co only Z warp 

and 8 waft), all are tour-sbed (2/2) constructions. Bight twill. 

ahow reverses in one or both thread systems, i.e. chevron or diamond 

pa*terna. Where sufficient has survived to be drawn (fig. a,b) 

th. patt rn is ot the usual Anglo-~axon broken diamond or losena- • 

weave (I), a construction partioularly Buited to the warp-weighted 100. (2). 
Seven of th patterned twills are Z spun, and most of the Z,S tragm ntB 

are too 8mall to tell it they came from Similar patterns or simple 

diagonal tWills. Mixed spinning, or differently ooloured thr ade in 

warp nd wett, wer both devices ueed to throw up the diamond pattern. 

Tabby eaves 

Twenty-to r ex pl B of tabby weave (and three other probabl••) 


ve bee rved, of which tour have mixed spinning. Tabbies have 


th and. Z threads grouped 1n one or both 

.yst to ~oduce stri 8 or cheoks, the spinniDg direotiona probab17 

1 dicati~ dirt r nt colours (3), but insuttio1 nt i preserved in 

all aha it thia wae .don here. The quali t7 ot apinniq 

even Z spun pieces suggest that th.ee, 11k the 

we. 
': 

brooch~., and. would. 

or tro he dv 11. of whioh the 

n ok and pinned for burial J ill 

o i which tibr could be identified (Grave1393), 

:casaa -these camal if'ro 

n undergarment, 

two c 

poea! 

c 

conten • 

t wrtat-olaep ill 

It ia 

videnoe trom other 

III 'buriala, 

t at (Gr v 331 •• ) aho•• 



very high count in one sjatem, 24/7 threads on 5 mm, moat probably 

the p cked warp threads of a selvedge, though no edge loops are 
preserved. 

One tiny fragment (Gr~ve 369) is of a vary open coare tabby, 

in which threads are visible passin6 beneath, this suggests a 

pattern or pile weave, though the threads may simply be those of a 

seoond layer of fabric lying beneath (4). 
Tabl t-weaV8t:i 

In five graves (Graves 80.~, 20B.B,C, 209.B, 334.B, 337.») 
remains of fine tablet-weaves are preserved on brooches, indicating 

braids used as decoration to the neckline of the garment they fastened, 

othere come from wrist-claeps (Grave 358), Similar braids used a8 cuffs. 

Theee banda were obviously all highly decorative, one (fig. ) has 

re aina of a brocaded pattern (5), and in the wrist-claep braids 

coloura are still visible, blue, red-purple and undyed (or yellow) 

twists, th pattern here was made by the orudr of threading the 

different colours in the tablets, and the method by which these were 

turned to raise the necessary colours needed for the pattern to the ... 
surfaoe of the braid - as far HS c~n be seen here the borders may have 

been blue and ?undyed, while the oentre pattern starts with two tablets 

each threaded with two blue and two red-purple yarns. 

Tablet braids seem to be a favourite form of textile decoration 

on AAglo-aaxon garments (6), at the neck ~ld wrists of womenls dresses, 

ae borders to cloaks, as belts or straps, examples have been recorded 

in various types of tablet-weave, with texture and colour patterns and 

urtaoe brooading in fabric or ma~al threads. It aeema likely that 

ven fragment that now appear undecorated were patterned, or at &n1 

rat highly coloured. 

L 

o one ist-clasp (Grave )12) were leather fragments, suggesting 

t~at 1 hi , a Holywell, Cambridge, the wrist of the 

ged not itb braid but with 80ft leather (7) . 
L th roth ok of a crucifor brooch in Grave 396 lIight suggest 

ot 1 

in G av a 
th r edging to a garment. There were leather belt remains 

353 and 398, and probable strips of leather wound round the 

1 Grav 8 1 nd 126. 



I ( 0. 	 t· 

/. 

.E~.J'". /:.

"""-""..........~ ://.. 
~ ;.;:; l'i/~ ~ -:.or 
7.7/' Z Z./. ~:z 

..;T V. ./'J 
/. ~ ............,. 

Z ;,.-: "" 
//L~ ~ 
~~ 

/.J": Z 

orn! 	 thorpe 

1. 	 • l-) Grave 157, roken 1 t 111, Z,Z .pinning 

( ) G 	 v 359., broken diamond twill, Z,S ep1nn1ng 
bad d are those preserved 

(0) Grav 208.c. Tablet weave with brooading. 
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