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Six sherds of mediaeval pottery though to be Spanish imports ,;ere submitted for 

thin section examination under the pe trologica 1 microscope. 

1) Tudor llerchants House, Trnt:t, PRN 8886, nos. (12), (35), (84)/(85). 

Card.!:_[ian Castle, 1082, nos. (1), (105). 

All the sherds are in a distinctive micaceous fabric, normally light red in colour. 

Under the microscope the fabric has much in common with imported 'Merida- type' 

vessels from a number of sites in Britain (>lilliams, 1979). It is likely that 

late mediae-val red micaceous pottery was produced at ·other places in Spain besides 

Merida, and was made in Portugal as well (Hurst, 1977; Williams, 1979). The 

imp or ta tion of Herida- type va res in to Britain spans the period from the thirteenth 

to the seventeenth centuries A.D. (Hurst, 1977), 

2) Cardit;an Cact!e, 1082, no. 1 

Small bodyshcrd in a hard, slightly rough sandy fabric, creamy (Hunsell 10YR 8/3) 

slip on the outer surfaces, red (lOR 5/6) core. Thin sectioning in this case is 

unhelpful, revealing little but subBngular grains of quartz and giving no idea of 

origin. 



Hurst, ·J. G. 

IHlliams, D. F. 

-2-

(1977) 'Spanish pottery imported into Hediaeval Britain', 

fled. Arc_!::_, 21(1977), 68-105. 

(1979) 'Petrological analysis', in l1artin 1 C.J.H., 

'Spanish Armada pottery', Int. Jour. of Nautical 

Arch. and ·Undemater Explor., 8(1979), 298-299. 


