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Introduction 

A number of sherds of Middle Saxon lpsvicl1-type vare from various 

find-sites vere stll>mitted for fabric examination in thin suction 

under the petrological microscope. In the hand-specimen the majority 

of the samples shov little variation in basic colour, ancl are usually 

a darkish grey throughout (hetveen Munsell 'iYP. 5/1 - 2,'iY N4/). 

However, one of the Treasury shercb has a reddish tinge to it (IX-205) 

and another has a hlack s11rface (205.5), P!acroscopic examination 

under the binocular microscope (x20) shoved that all the shards are 

1n a hard sandy fabric containing frequent inclusions of quartz grains. 

In the case of the samples from Castor, Cox Lane (iJ'! Lah. no, 755627) 

and Vernon 8treet, Ipswich, and those froM l!icldns:hall and Treaaury 

(78,1), the quartz gntins noticeably protrude throus;h the surfaces 

of the sherds, giving rise to the tern 'pimply' Ipswich 'fare (HurRt, 

1959, 14). 

PetrologY 

On the basiR of the rrtnr(" anrl t"xturr• of tlw non-p".astic inclusions 

in the shcrcis examined, three fabric d ivisinn~ have hPen rla<lo. 
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Group One 

Ipswich : Carr Street (IBH 1 935-74A : Ml Lrth, no. 7:,)626) 

Ipswich ware wa~tcr (conpl ete vessel) fron thP. l<ilns discovP.rP.d on the 

site of the Co-op extension on the south side of Carr Street in 1935 

(Hurst, 1957, fig. 1, no. 5). 

Ipswich : St, Helen's Street (lAS 36010003 : All Le.h. no, 755628), 

Complete Ipswich ware cooking-pot, unstratified. 

Ipswich : Lower llrook Street (lAS 451120001 All Lah, no. 755629), 

Ipswich ware sherd, un~tratified, 

Ipswich : Cox Lane (AN Lah. no. 744190A). 

Ipswich ware sherd from a ninth century A.ll. pit. 

Ipswich . Cox Lane (All Lab. no, 74419011). . 
Ipswich ware sherd from a ninth century A. n • pit. 

Ipswich : Cox Lane (l'it 1 6' Layer 9) t 

Ipswich ware cooking-pot rim. 

Ipswich : Cox Lnne (AH Lab, no, 7 441 90C), 

Ipswich ware sherrl froM a ninth century A.JI. pit. 

Ipswich prcci~e provP.nance unknown (lmt 1920-53-1 3), 

Ipswicl• ware cooking-pot rim. 

Ipswich precise provenance unl<nown (I Jil-l 1 '1:-!U-:,)-1 ~), 

Ipswich ware conkir•1!-pot riM. 

London : Treasurv, \/hitPhall (78-50 : Ml Lah, no, 7'i~'J2;~). 

Ipswich wn.rP. shcrd fron floor of Sn.xon !!all <lai.>'<l <:. ;,,il. iW0-1000. 



London : Treasurv, Wl<i tdtnll 

Ipswich-type shcrd, 
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( IX-205) • 

London: Treasurv, \lhitelmll (7R.•I), 

Ipswich-type rim shercl from floor of Saxon Hall <lntcd c. A.ll. R00-1000-

Lonnon : Trcasurv, Whitehall (205.5). 

Ipswich-type l>ase, 

London : Althorpe Grove, ll~tttersea (Alr77 "t'J~E53). 

Stamped Ipswich-type sherd. 

The prenominant inclusion type is fairly 11ell-snrted frecpwnt 

subangular grains of quartz, the majority of 11hich lmve an average 

size of 0,10mm- O.JOmm, hut \.-ith a fell nli!~htly lar:~P.r gntins, set 

in an optically artisotropic clay matrix. Also J>resertt arP. small fragments 

of flint and chert, flecl<s of mica (mostly nuscovitc) and sor·w 

quartzite, pla~ioclase and microclirw felspar, iron ore n.nd the odd 

P,rain of '?pyroxene. The range an<l texture of inclnsions described 

here is very similar in thin section to samples of 'l'hetforrl \mrP. from 

Kilns I, III n.nd IV at Cox Lane, Ipswicl1 (Smedley and 011les, 1963). 

Group Two 

Castor, Northants (73 L(1111) 

Ipswich-type sl1erd. 

Castor. Northants (Tl L(21) 

Ipswich-type sherd. 

AH Lab~ 756472). 

Al'l Lah. 75(d(,1), 
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Castor, Northants (71 XLV(9) Ml Lith, no, 7r,C,I7,l), 

Ipswich-type sl•errl. 

Ip.~wich : Cox Lftnc ( IBH ')61 , 5 ,ll Ml Lab. no. 7'i'i627). 

Large Iy,swicll \laro wnst£!r s}terrl. 

Ipswich : Vernon Street (IAS 740200')0 : JJl Lab. no. 7)5(,30). 

Ipswich ware shercl from lb<lcllc Saxon eli tch, 

Inswich : Vernon Street (lAS 74020090 : Ml Lah, no, 755(,]1). 

Ipswich ware sherd from Hiddle Saxon <li tch, 

Rickinghall, Suffolk (AN Lab, no. 755619). 

Ipswich ware sherd. 

Rickinghall, Suffoll< (AN Lab. no. 755(,20). 

Ipswich ware sherd. 

Treasury. Whitehall (78.1 ). 

Ipswich-type rim from floor of Saxon Hall elated c. A.l). R00-1000, 

A r,roundmass of frc<ttWnt <tuartz f(rains, the r.1ajority below 0.05mm 

in size, with a scatter of larr(er grains, fairly well rounded and 

ranging in size tip to 1 .30mm, set in an O]Jtically anisotro11ic clay 

matrix" 'l'ho larr,er qun.rtz ,r;rnins \iould np]H!ar to represent an admixture 

of coarser material to the matrix. Also pl·cscJlt arc pl<•ntif11l flecks 

of mica (mostly Muscovite), ani! small fravr~ents of flint am1 chert, 

with 11. little quartzite, iron ore, plal(ioclase felspat· f'!Hl tllCI odd 

grain of ?pyroxcr1e. 
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Group Three 

Waltham Ahhey, E~~ex (ll,2H.H>: AI'! Lab. no. 7)(>21>1). 

Ipswich ware sherrl fror1 a wall foundation dated c, A.ll. H00-1000. 

Blythburgh, Suffoll< (19(>5-28 TN/·1517°>(>: Ml Lab. no. 7'))612). 

Ipswich ware sherd. 

Tattingstnne, Suffolk ( 1 'l70-26 TN/146377 

Ipswich ware sherd. 

AN Lab, no. 7'>5621). 

Like the other two groups, quartz is the cloninant inclusion 

type, set in an optically anisotropic clay mntrix. However, the 

average grain size at nhout 0,10mm tends to be larger than those in 

Group Two, excluding the large coarse additions, while at the same 

time small and more angular than those in Group One, indicating a 

finer-grained texture. Also present are plentiful fl,cl;s of mica 

(mostly muscovite), nnd some flint, quartzite, plagioclase felspar 

and iron ore, 

Comments 

At the present tirw two kiln sites nr!! known in Ipswich associated 

with the production of Ipswich ware: Can· 3treet (l!ur"t afH1 \lest, 

1957) and Cox Lane (SmP.dlev and Owlf>s, 1'l(iJ). Tlwtford-typr> ware 

is also l<nown to have he en mn.de at the Cox Lane J,ilns (j.hicl.). Group 

One, the lar1~est petrolo!~ical ~roup, contain~ IpRvich 'varn r.m.terial 

from both of these sites, llncl acl<li tionnlly tlwre >Lre sir.1ilnri ties 

in thin section to samples of Tlwtford-typo 1mre fron th" Cox Lane 

l<ilns. Neutron activation analysis of n. sinilnr ran,~n of nn.terial 

from Ipswich also confirns the sinilari tc' of fnl>rie l"'t"""n Ipswich 



ware and Thetford-typ<> \/are (Hawl<in, 1'l7B), It se<>ns likely, therefore, 

that the same, or very sir1ilar, raw Materials \/P.re userl at hoth sites 

for the pro<luction of Ip,;\/ich ware, and at Col: Lane for Thetford-

type ware f11so. ~ii1~nificnntly 1 Group 'l'vo i~< nn<le up of those Ipswich 

ware sherd,; tl1at can he described macroscopically ns l1aving a 'pimply' 

f~tbric. In this case the petrological <livision is PHlrely reflecting 

the observable visual differences of si7.e-~~ra<les o:f' e.nfl.r-(,z sand used. 

It is not clear if 'piMply' Ips.,ich liLre is r'lso a product of the 

Carr Street kilns (Hurst and West, 19)7), It is vorth noting that a 

limited programme of neutron activation analysis ha~< also produced a 

division of Ipswich ware r.w.terial fron Ipsvich into two 1~roupings 

(Hawkin, 1979; Hunter, 19go). 

Although Group Three does not include any ves,;el fror.1 Ipswich, 

it is not possible at this stage to rule out an origin there P,iven 

the common nature of the inclusions involved, particularly as 

comparatively little kiln material has been snMJllf!s fron Carr Street 

and Cox Lane to test the possible range of fabrics pr<>sent, 
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