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TYNE & WEAR 

N e w c a s t l e :  The C l o s e ,  Doves Warehouse NZ 250 638 

A three sided  courtyard of warehouses of s e v e r a l  b u i l d s ,  r e b u i l d s  and 

d if fere nt  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  s i t e d  on the  river front.  The 

e a r l i e s t  s e c t i o n s  would appear to be the southern half-timbered range 

and its  eastern return and features in these  ranges would suggest a 

l a t e  16th or 17th century date.  The southern h a l f  of the eastern  

range has been cased  in brick in the 19th century but retains  much of 

its  o r i g i n a l  structure while  the northern half has been almost 

e n t i r e l y  r e b u i l t .  H o w e v e r ,  the former extent of t h i s  half-timbered 

range is i n d i c a t e d  by the rubble  s e c t i o n  of the lower w a l l .  The 

3% storey masonry western range though incorporating a r c h a i c ,  p e r h a p s  
m e d i e v a l  stone d e t a i l s ,  has a 1 9 th century  roof and i nternal  

s t r u c t u r e  and w o u l d  a p p e a r  to p o s t - d a t e  t h e  h a l f - t i m b e r e d  r a n g e .  

---o--- 

T his co m plex of w arehouses  is situated  u p s tream of the former  Tyne 
b r i d g e  and hence must have been  b u i l t  to cate r  for river -borne r a t h e r  
than s e a - b o r n e  t r a d e .  The e a r l i e r  ranges are b u i l t  some 

7 metres  bac k  from the p r e s e n t  river quay w h i l e  the masonry range 

p r o j e c t s  southwards to the river but with l o a d i n g  doors giving d i r e c t  

a c c e s s  to t h e  w a t e r ,  The p r e s e n c e  of a door and p assage through the 

southern range su g g ests that it may have always been fronted  by a 
q ua y .  The two store y  southern range now  mea s ures some 18  met r es by 

6 metres  and this  may i n d e e d  have been its  ori g inal  extent ( s e e  

b e l o w ) .  O r i g i n a l l y  it was half-timbered with a  rubble b u i l t  

ground-floor but the studs and tension  b r a c e s  have been gre a t l y  
d isr u p t ed  by the i n s e r t i o n  of w indo w s except in the eastern g a b l e 

w h e r e  i t  s u r v i v e s  u n a l t e r e d .  Narrow gauge b r i c k  n o g g i n g  ( 6 %  -  7  3% 
s 1 P ' ,  i n c h e s  w i t h  b u f f  to p i n k  f a b r ic )  appears to be original  and 

p e g - h o l e  evidence i n d i c a t e s  that there were few original openings at 
the u p p er l e v e l .  There are now 

5 k in g - p o st  trusses with longitudinal  braces  to a r idge p u r l i n  and 

braced cambered t i e - b e a m s ,  However ,  both the tren c hed p u r l i n s  and 
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the wall  p l a t e s  extend westwards  of the westernmost  truss indicating  

at l e a s t  one more b a y .  The presence of a s e c t i o n  of single-storey  

rubble  wall  exactly two bay w i d t h s  beyond this l a s t  truss suggests 

that the range extended to this wall  and perhaps f i n i s h e d  in a gable 

s i m i l a r  to that which survived at the east e n d .  The two bays at the 

west end of this  range have been rebuilt  with walls  of a different 

thickness  to the rest of the range and with a  higher roof l i n e .  The 

r e b u i l d  incorporates the s e c t i o n  of rubble wall  mentioned  above in 

the east  wall  of the western range and as this  latter wall  is b u i l t  

on top of and to e i t h e r  s i d e  of the s i n g l e  storey s e c t i o n  it 

i n d i c a t e s  that the western range post-dates  this s e c t i o n .  If the 

s e c t i o n  belongs to the southern r a n g e ,  as s u g g e s t e d ,  the western 

range is later than the h a l f - t i m b e r e d  southern range.  

The roof form,  the wall  p l a t e  scarfs and a s i n g l e  m u t i l a t e d  moulding 

stop in the ground floor room of the southern range would a l l ,  in a 

d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t ,  suggest a  16th century date but the l i g h t n e s s  of 

the timber and the storehouse use of the b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  perhaps a llow  

a  somewhat later date.  

The a d j o i n i n g  s e c t i o n  of the eastern range,  though a metre narrower 

and a metre  lower is contemporary with the southern range.  I t  has a 

s i m i l a r  roof construction  for four bays and the wall plate  scarfs 

though d i f f e r e n t ,  are also  of 16th century type.  The eastern wall  of 

this s e c t i o n  of the range has been cased  in brick above the rubble 

ground-floor p o s s i b l y  in the 18th century w h i l e  the western wall  has 

been r e b u i l t  in brick  in the 19th century.  The remainder of t h i s  

eastern range has been  a l m o s t  entirely  r e b u i l t  in the 19th century to 

p r o v i d e  heated  offices and only the ground-floor rubble wall  to the 

east  survives to i n d i c a t e  the original extent of the range.  

The southern range may indeed have incorporated some o f f i c e  f a c i l i t y  

o r i g i n a l l y  a s ,  to the west of the through p a s s a g e ,  there is a room 

w h i c h  c o u l d  have overseen  movement of goods through the passage from 

a r i v e r  quay to the courtyard.  This room has r o l l -- m o u l d e d  c o r n i c e  

b e a m s ,  and the aforementioned moulded  b r e s s u m m e r ,  with the double 

h o l l o w  chamfer and stepped stop of 16th century form has been 

m u t i l a t e d  by the i n s e r t i o n  of a later window .  The passage i t s e l f  has 

no early d e t a i l  but its  p o s i t i o n ,  providing  the only d i r e c t  a c c e s s  

between the courtyard and the r i v e r ,  is c l e a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The 
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other quasi-domestic  features such as the three chimney stacks and 

the venetian window are a l l  later i n s e r t i o n s  and may be e v i d e n c e  of a 

r e s i d e n t i a l  phase in the 18th century which has been largely obscured 

by l a t e r  o f f i c e  c o n v e r s i o n .  By the time of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  much of the 

e v i d e n c e  of the o f f i c e  phase had been  l o s t  and the upper floor was a 

s t r i p p e d - o u t  clear  s p a c e .  

the arrangement of o f f i c e s .  

A r c h i t e c t s '  surveys of 1976  however show 

The masonry 3% storey warehouse to the west  is a long narrow 

irregular range measuring some 53 metres by 6 . 5  m e t r e s  overall  and 

i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is somewhat p r o b l e m a t i c a l .  Its  eastern w a l l  

c o n t a i n s  stonework d e t a i l s  such as door-heads which appear to be not 

only early  but of different date from each o t h e r .  There is also  

quit e  a  va r i a tion  in the masonry i t s e l f  w h i l e  odd p i e c e s  of worked 

stone such as half  a  doorhead are i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the general f a b r i c .  

As it would appear that the present configuration of this range is 

l a t e r  than the southern range ( s e e  above )  the archaic appearance of 

the stonework of the east  wall  may be due to the re-use  of s t o n e ,  

perhaps quarried from a later medieval  structure nearby.  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y  the northern part of the east  wall  may be a fragment of 

an early b u i l d i n g  that did  not extend as far south as the southern 

r a n g e .  The west  wall  of the range is b u i l t  of a different  stone and 

w h i l e  it too is patchy it does  not seem to incorporate any 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  early f e a t u r e s .  

The internal  structure  and the roof are fairly homogeneous and of 

19th  century d a t e .  The roof trusses of which there are 2 1 ,  are 

softwood A frames with two ranks of staggered butt-purlins and a 

ridge p u r l i n .  

s e q u e n c e :  

They are numbered from the south in the following 

I ,  I I ,  I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  I V ,  V ,  V I ,  V I I ,  V I I I ,  I X ,  I ,  I I I ,  I I ,  X ,  X I ,  X I I ,  

X I I I ,  X I V ,  XV,  I .  

The i m p l i c a t i o n s  of the sequence are not q u i t e  c e r t a i n  but the 

discrepancies  occur at s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t s .  The first two trusses  

c o i n c i d e  with the p r o j e c t i n g  bays to the south w h i l e  the disruption 

of the s e q u e n c e  after IX occurs around the cross-wall  below and the 

ho i s t  o p e n i n g s .  However,  the second  t i e r  of h o i s t  openings causes  no 

such d i s r u p t i o n  between X I I  and X I I I  and the occurrence of a truss 
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marked  I  r e a p p e a r i n g  again  at north and does  not seem  to c o r r e s p o n d  

with  any obvious  s t r u c t u r a l  feature .  

The p r e s e n t  s t a i r s  are b e s i d e  the c e n t r a l  h o i s t  o p e n i n g  and may be an 

enlarged v e r s i o n  of an o r i g i n a l  arrangement as the l o w e s t  f l i g h t  i s  

trimmed into  the j o i s t s  and there is e v i d e n c e  of a trap o p e n i n g  at 

the s t a i r  head on the  top f l o o r .  Latterly  at l e a s t  there  were four 

w o r k i n g  l e v e l s  each with  d i r e c t  l o a d i n g  a c c e s s  to the r i v e r  and w i t h  

a c c e s s  to the c o u r t y a r d .  Apart from the  c r o s s - w a l l  on the lower 

f l o o r s  there  i s  no p a r t i t i o n i n g  of the range and as the c r o s s - w a l l  

has w i d e  door-ways through i t  would  appear that the range o p e r a t e d  as 

a s i n g l e  u n i t .  There  are no openings  other  than windows  in the w e s t  

w a l l  and the w i n d o w s ,  though h a p h a z a r d l y  a r r a n g e d ,  are barred  and a l l  

above g r o u n d - f l o o r  l e v e l  p r o v i d i n g  a  s e c u r e  boundary to the 

c o u r t y a r d .  

In s u m m a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w o u l d  seem  that the s h e l l  of thi s  ran g e may 

d a t e  from the 1 7 th century w i t h  e a r l i e r  masonry i n c o r p o r a t e d  a nd i t  

may h a ve  b e e n  a l t e r e d  on more than one o c c a s i o n  b e f o r e  a  m a j o r  

r e m o d e l l i n g  in the e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

The s i t e  s e e m s  to have o p e r a t e d  as a s e c u r e  c o u r t y a r d  of s t o r e h o u s e s  

from at l e a s t  the 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  g e n e r a l  a c c e s s  thro u gh g a t e s  to 

the north and r i v e r  a c c e s s  v i a  a  quay.  L a t t e r l y  at l e a s t  land  a c c e s s  

was c o n t r o l l e d  by o f f i c e s  at the north end of the east range b ut 

w hether  t h i s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e b u i l d  r e t a i n e d  an e a r l i e r  arra n ge m ent  is 

u n c e r t a i n .  A c c e s s  from the r i v e r  was o r i g i n a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by an 

o f f i c e  in  the s o u thern  range and in the 1 8 th century t h i s  w o u l d  s e e m  

to have been e x p a n d e d  to p r o v i d e  d o m e s t i c  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w it h  th e  

i n s e r t i o n  of s e v e r a l  c h i m n e y s .  By t h e  2 O t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  had been  c o n v e r t e d  to o f f i c e s  the arrange m ent of  w h i c h  

i s  shown on a r c h i t e c t s '  s u r v e y s  of 1 9 7 6 .  At the time  of 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m o s t  of this  p a r t i t i o n i n g  ha d  b e e n  s t r i p p e d  o u t  and t h e  

u p p e r  f l o o r  of the  s o u t h  range  had r e v e r t e d  to  a c l e a r  s p a c e .  
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