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AN UNUSUAL LATE lWHAN HQnTI\UWN 1IIWHCAI'3T!m BY YARNOUTIl, -
NOItPOLr.: Hr. Paul Arthur and Dr. ]}avid Williams writ.o I 

Fulford has recently published evidence for It significant amount of 

late Itoman ceramic importation into the: RO/llano-Bri tish provinces 

I 
from Gaul and the Rhineland, uhilst other ,,,orkers have drawn 

~ 

attention to late imports from further afield, notably Tunisia. 

An internally glazecl mortarium, flxcavatO'd at Caister by 

Yarmouth by the late Charles Green in 1952, can now be added 

to the growing list of late Itoman imports 0 J\l though, by itself, 

it provides little justification to be regarded as an article 

of trade, itt s 1)Ossible source as suggested by 'the petrological 

'evidence offered below is interesting. Pending the full pUblication 

o'f thl> Gaister excava tions~ the find cannot bo examined in it's 

full contex~ However, it is referred to in the site notebook 

as Sl~ 1570, and comes frolJ Room I of a rectangular building, 

beneath a burnt wattle ])artition wall. It was associated with 

many coins of the House of Constantine. 

The vessel (Fia. 1) is a deep-bowled mortarium with a 

maximum external <liameter of about 290mm. The fabric is hard 

fired and ranges from orange to dark huff and light brown, 

some of the reduction possibly having been caused{ by a later 

subjection to fire. The vessel dispiays rettling marks 'around 

the base and has wet finger slurry marks on the exterior surface. 

There is an internal lead glaze whiohs in most areas, comes 

up to the bead of the J1lortarium but does not run over the top 



and onto the flange. Beneath the glaze arft roundpd wlli te cluartzi te 

tri turation grits which are preRent SOUle two-thirds of the w~.y 

up the interior surfacft. The lead glazp, is thick iI.nd variAs from 

a light green to a dark treaclft brown. l'ound spots of glaze are 

visible on the exterior of the vessel. Althou~l no spout remains 

amounaRt the sherds recovered, it is likely that the mortnrium 

was originally spouted. 

The closest parallels to the Caister mortarium are found 

distributed throughout Hungary, Austria, SWitzerland, southern 

Germany, northern Italy and northern Yugoslavia. Garbsch 

illustrates B large number of such vessels from the Nooseberg 

4-
near Nurnau (Fig. 2), which lies between the Danube tributaries 

of the Lech and ISII,r, south-west of Nunich. Associated coins 

are Plainly fourth contury A.H, ending with an issue of Al'cadius. 

The cont.exts of these mortaria on other sites would also seom 

to indicate a fourth century date for their circulation. 

. The knowledge of a kiln site producing such vessels at the 

•. r 
Tac-Fovenypuszt'a villa in Hungary, and the recent discovery and 

t. 
Etxcavation of anothe·r kiln site at Carlino in north-east Italy, 

has led the writers to set up a research programme to examine 

7 
this group' of late Homan ceramics. As part of this programme 

a small sample of the Caister vessel was thin sectioned and 

studied under the petrological microscope. It compared favourably 

with a similar ana~ysis of an internally glazed mortarium found 

at Aquileia in northern Italy, a sherd of which was Idndly 
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supplied by Dr. Luisa llcrtacchi. lloth samples contained numerous 

well-sorted grains of "ubangular quartz, averftge size O.lOmm., 

some limestone, fl celts of mica, a Ii ttlll' brown hornblende and 

a scatter of chloritoid grains. The presence of chloritoid in 

the sections suggests a source for the raw materia.ls in an 

area of metaMorphic rocks. 'I'he sample from Aquileia might point 

to an eastern Alpine source, though of cou,.se other Il,reas are 

equally possible, and it is worth noting at this stage that the 

fabric appears to differ from that of a sample of a gla,zed jug 

from the nearby kiln site at Carlino. 
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