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REPORT ON 'I'll~, CH;o;.·,A'l'IONS FRON KINl;S'l'ON RUSSEL, lJOJ:iStJr 
by F. V. H. POWELL 

Five cremations from this site were submit ted for examination, two 

of wnich were intrusive. All five groups were, however, very small in content 

and contained very small f'ra.:_,"1!lents of bone. J;ue to the fragmentary nature, 

as well as the small number of ilientiliable pieces, it was impossible in 

each case to sex or age any inuividuals witn certain accuracy, In fact it 

is difficult to say how many indiviouals were contained in each cremation 

except to say that tnere was probably only one. ·rhere is no evidence in 

any of the cases that tJJere should be more tnan one individual present. 

A detailed description of each cremation follows. 

KINGSTON RUSSEL 6N - CR&1ATION B: 

'rhe largust fra<;ment from this cremation was 40,5 mm. with the average 

size being approximately 23.75 mm. The bones were all white in colour with 

a few skull fragments being dark grey. 'rhere was heavy calcHnation with 

fissuring and cracking of the bone. Some twisting has occured indicating 

that the bones were subjected to fairly intensive heat. '!'he total weight 

of the remains is 25.0 grams with the total number of fragments at 51. There 

are 7 I!Jcull frat;ments weighing 4.0 grams; two teeth wei(.(hing less than .5 gram; 

possible rib fragments wei,;'hing less than • 5 gram; 5 fragments of small long 

bones, such at metatarsal, metacarpals, and phalanges, weighing 1. 5 gram; 

17 fra;;ments of large lon.s bones wei hing 14.0 gmms; and 18 unidentifiable 

friigments weighing 4.0 graJns; Of the teeth fra10ments remaining only the single 

roots of an incisor, canine, or lower premolar and an upper molar with the 

enamel flaked off have survived. 'rhe dentine is still present on the molar 

but any wear pattern or evidence of caries is indiscernable. 

KINCS'rON RUS0l!:L 6N - CRENA'.l'ION N: 

'rhe largest fragment from this cremation was 34.0 mm. with the 
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approximate average size at 22.0 m111. All the fra,;meuts were white except 

for the lar, ,est fra;.;went which was grey/blaclc on trw outside and black 

inside. The fragments were heavily calci:1ed snowing some fissuring and 

cracking. There was no twisting, however. The total weight of the cremated 

bone is 1),0 grams with the total number of fra,;rnents being 19. There are 

2 skull fra{im~n ts weighin,'S less tnan • 5 gram; 2 fragments of rib and small 

tubular bone weighing less than .5 gram; 11 long bone fragments weighing 10.0 

grams; and 4 unidentifiable fra,;ments weighing less than • 5 gram. 

KINGS1'0N RUSSEL 6N - CIDA•!A'l'ION X: 

The approximate averaooe size of the fragments of this cremation 

is 23.0 mm. The majority of the fra{iments were white in colour with a 

fragments being blue/black. Five of the frll@nents were unburnt. These 

unburnt pieces were of articular surfaces and possible skull fragments. 

'l'he bones were caloined with little cracking. There was no twisting of 

the bone. The total weight of cremated bone is 25.0 grams with the total 

nwnber of fragments being 69. 'rhere are 5 unburnt fragments weighing 1. 5 grams; 

2 rib fragments weighing less than .5 gram; 13 long bone fragments weighing 

11.0 grwns; and 38 unidentifiable fragments weighing 9.0 grams. 

KINGSTON liUSSEL BARROW 9Q - IN'rHUSIVE A: 

This cremadon contained very small fragments and some quite large 

fraonents, enou£>h to be recognisable. The a)proximate averag'S size of the 

fragments is 22.5 mm. The majority of the frll@llents were beige/white with 

a few grey fragments. Some of the bones included in this group were unburnt. 

'fhe bones that were burnt are brittle with much fissuring. There was no 

twisting, however. The total weight of the group is 109.0 grwne. The total 

weight of unburnt bone is 2 grwns with the total number of fragments being 
' 

about 22. Apart from the human fragments there /Acto· also som.e rodent bona!l. 

These included an incisor, a skull fragment, and an unidentified frll@llent, 
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Of the human bones there is. an uufused ·•etacarpul of a juvenile, with 

no epiphyses; a rit;h l acromion fr<-'c·.,munt; tne neao an:.< a frak!,·munt of the shaft 

of a first rib; and assorted unidentifiable cancellous fra ments. Of the 

burnt bone there is 28 skull fr<15ments wei,;hing 19.0 grams, which include" one 

petrous portion, one fr"ilment of svhenoid; 4 teeth fragments weighing less than 

• 5 gram, whict1 includes tne crowu of an unwo1·n 1nola·· W•.licn was probably maxillary 

i1aving 3 cusps, 3 root fragments, one of a premolar and the other two of 

incisor, ca.nine, or prvmolar or any combination of the three; 2 scapula 

fra,;ments wei,;hing 2.5 grams; 10 rib frat,mcmts weighing 4.0 grams;and including 

a fraJment of a left first rib; 3 vertebral fragments weighing 1.0 gram, which 

are of articular facets; 8 fra,;ments of metal,araal weigning 2.0 grams; 

31 long bone fragments wei,;hing 37.0 grams, including a portion of the head 

of a rudius; and many unidentifiable frac;ments weighing 35.5 grams. 

KINGm':JN RUSS.SL BARROW 6G - IN'rRUSIVG B: 

'rhe largest piece of bone from this cremv.tion is 44.5 mm. with 

the approximate avera ;e size being 27 mm. 'rhe majority of the fragments 

were white with a few frB.c;ments grey. •rhere was much fissuring and cracking 

with sli,ht twistin,,;· in some of the bi.,ger fragments, The total weight is 

76.5 grams with a total of 5~ fra,,ments. 'rhere are 20 long bone fr.wgments 

wei,5hing 58.0 grams; 4 vertebral fragments, mostly of bodies and one transverse 

process, wei6hing 3.0 6Tams; and 34 unidentifiable fragments weighing 

15.5 grams. 
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Cremation F:lement No. of ll'r~ments Weight %of Total 
(in grams) 

Cremation B skull fracs. 7 4.0 1~ 

teeth fl'<3€S, 2 less than less than 
.5 2% 

small long bone 
fra.~s. 5 1.5 &Yo 

large long bone 
frags, 17 14.0 56% 

unidentifiable 18 4.0 1~ 

Cremation N skull frac;s, 2 less than less than 
.5 3.a;b 

rib and small 2 less than less than 
bone frags, ·5 3.S}b 

large long bone 11 10.0 76 .'J(o 
frags. 

unidentifiable 4 less than less than 
.5 3.SJb 

Cremation X unburnt fra;,;s. 5 1.5 ~ 

rib fra6B• 2 less than less than 
.5 2% 

long bone frags 13 11.0 44% 

unidentifiable 38 9.0 3&Yo 

Intrusive A skull fra,sa. 29 19.0 17.7% 

teeth fra,~s. 4 less than less than 
.5 ·4&Yo 

scapula frags. 2 2.5 2.3";6 

rib frags. 10 4.0 3.7')(, 

vertebral frags. 3 1.0 .92% 

metatarsal frags, 8 2.0 1.8~ 

long bone frags. 31 37.0 34.2~ 

unidentifiable 35.5 32.87% 
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Cremation blemenL No. of Yragments V/eight % of Total 

Intrusive B long bone fra,;s. 20, 58.0 75.9% 

vertebral frags. 4 3.0 3.9% 

unidentifiable 34 15.5 20. 2'/o 


