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At the site of the bruehwood trackw~s at Tinney'a a seriea of 

samplea for the inYeatigation of fossil insect assemblagea haa been oolleoted, 

to form a progressive sequence from the area bordering the high ground ot 

the Polden Hills into the peat land. Two factors haye ~rged fro. the 

preliminary study of the inseots extracted from these samples; that the 

trackw~s orossed an area of raised bog and that the fa\UUl6 nearest the 

high ground show signs of man'. activities in this area. 

The envirolllll8nt of the tracltways 

The main indicator speoies from the peat around the trackw~s are 

boetles oharaoteristic of raised bogs. All of the phytopha£Bs are 

species reoorded from the raised bog seotion of the Difford'a monolith 

(page ) and their hoet plants are summarised below. Recorde of aquatio 

speoie., notab~ HYdroporus 8caleeianus, indicate that pools were present 

on the surface of the peat. It is significant, however, that beetles suoh 

aa Ilybiue suttier and !lYdroporua obacurua, whioh require aoid water and 

whioh were recorded at the trackway level at Abbot'. Way, appear to be 

absent frOIl Tinney' a. Also, the numbers of aquatic speciea are lower at 

Tinney's thSD at this other raised bog site, suggesting that the bruahwood 

traoks may have orossed a drier landscape where the proximity of the 

lime atone outcrops inhibited the deYelopment of yery oligotrophio conditione. 

The tauna at Tinney'a more olose~ resembles that of Rowl.nd'~, another 

traokw~ oonstructed aoross raised bog, where drier oonditions were interred 

frOIli the relatiY8~ lower nwers ot aquatio speoies. The faunas of all 

three oontrast atron~ with thoae reoorded at the trackway 1eYe18 at "are 

aDd DUford'" where faunal elll'iollJlent ball reaulted fro. the inwaahing of 

oalcareoua water. 



Faunal variation at Tinney's 

The numbers of inseots extraoted from the samples at Tinney's are 

generally low, a faotor whioh must be considered when assessing the 

signif':1cance of differences between them. It is likely that the apparently 

limited distribution of certain speoies is a random faotor with no 

envirollillental signifioanoe. For instance. the ground beetle s Nebria 

brevioollis and llysohirius globosu, are absent frOlll those 8.amples nearest 

and furthest awa,y from the high ground. but both are present in the 

intermediate area. The speoies are eurytopio and it is posllible that they 

were widespread in the area and that they would be reoordod with an 

intensive progrQDl!lle of sampling. Certain speoies, however, are oonsistently 

present in the samples nearest the high ground but are 80 far absent 

elsewhere. These are animal-assooiated speoies of the Soarabaeidae and 

Histeridee families and several individuals of two speoies of Aphodills 

(dung beetles), together with HargarinotuB SPa (a beetle which lives in 

hi~ deoayed vegetation or more commonly dung or carrion), have been 

recorded. There is no evidence as to whether the species were living 

in situ at the track site, a possibility if oattle were being driven aoross 

the .truotures. The speoies. however. are strong fliers and me,y have 

been part of the population on. the island, living in a grazing area, which 

flew on to adjacent peat lands. This would explain the presence of these 

speoies in the samples nsareet the high ground. Supporting the evidence 

for land use by grasing are reoords of individuala of Elateridee in the 

SI!ll!6 samples. Two species oOllllllonly recorded elsewhere in the Levels, 

Aot!nicerus sjeelandicu8 and Serious brunneu8. are marsh or bog 

inhab:1tants. and the presenoe of larvae all well as adults show8 that they 

were living in situ. At Tinnsy' 8, however, in addition to these speoies, 

thllra ~ "oordIJ of typioal gran land speoies. So far these reoords 

are oom'ined to the lIamples DIIarut the high ground and adults, only. have 

bllen "cordIJd. suggesting that they are being dllrived fro. the hi3ber ground. 



The available results indioate that oontinued resElli'l"oh into the inseot 

faunas in this Ii'l"ea where abundant Ii'l"ohaeologioal remains are preserved 

oould provide furtber information on man' 8 aoti vity. 



Table of host plantaof pbytophagouB beetles trom Tinney's 

• 
B1aetle Host plant I 

I 

• 
ChrysolllEll1dae I 

I 

(a leaf beetles) I 

Piateuaaris discolor l$riopborUlll spp. Cottongras8 

Chae.to0!!ell!a oonoinna Cruoiterae 

CuroulioDidae 

(= weevils) 

lU·orelus 'rioH Erioa spp. Heather 

I,i.nobar1a pUistriat,. Cyperaooae 
I 

Beeds, sedges and rushes 

e.g. EriophorUlll s~~. I Cottongrass 
I Saw toothed sedge and C!~~UlII mariscuB 
I 


