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The problem concerned the interpretation of a dark soil horizon found 

within a soil profile at dhaugh Moor. From the viewnoint of environ-

mental archaeology,it is important to ascertain whether the horizon 

represents a buried Ah horizon or the Bh horizon of a rodzollc soil. 

A thin seption was taken of the samole and it was examined at the 

Institute of Archaeology and Kingston Polytechnic. 

a). The sample consists almont entirely of amorphous organic matter 

with few mineral grains. This suggests a buried Ah horizon. 

A lih horizon wDulel contain sUbotantiul umOllnts of ,nineral mutter 

which wus present prior to any Il1uviution. 

b). The thin section shows a nulc to dark brown pellety structure. 

These oellets are finer, leos denHe and oaler than those tyolcnl 

ofa lih horizon. 

c). The mineral gr&ins aaDear bleached and there is no evidence of 

illuviation (i.e. clay skins or mineral coatings). The bleaching 

indicates eluvlation, thut is, dowllward removal of fine material 

from tho horizon. 

The nreBencn oC hleache(i mineral ~ra_tnB in an or~anic rich matrix 

indtcat.es that t!w samnl" rP")J'8sents an Ah horizon. The form of the 



nellets would sun~ort this. 

The sample thus represents o"buried Ah hori~un of B formcr"ground

surface. 


