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DaiTHOOR .

REPORT BY R. #cPHAIL AND P. TaYLOR.

The nroblem concerned the interpretntion of a dark soil horizen found

within a 8o0il profile at Shaugh Moor. From the viewnoint of environ-
mental archaeclogy,it is important to ascertain whether the horizon
represents a buried Ah horizon or the Bh horizon of a podzolic soil.
A thin section was taken of the samnle and it was examined at the

Institute of Archueology and Kingston Polytechnic,

OBSERVATIONS,

a). The sample conslsts almost entirely of amornhous organic matter
with few mineral grains. This suggestg a buried Ah horizon.

a Bhn horizon would contain substantial amounts of mineral matter
which was present nrior to any illuviation,

b}. The thin section shows a nale to dark brown pellety structure,
These nellets are finer, less dense and naler than those tynical
of a Bh horizon,

c). The mineral grains avnear bleached and there is no evidence of
illuviation (i.e. clay skins or mineral coatings). The bleaching

indlcates eluviation, that is, downward removal of fine material

from the horizon.

SUddalY.

The nresence ol bleached mlineral gralns in an organic rich matrix

indicates that the samnle renresents an Ah horizon, The form of the



nellets would suooort this.

The sample thus represenits a buried Ah horizon of a former-ground-

surface,



