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COLCilbti'fL" il;,cJ,d·:O!..OulG"L THU~T. 



(jryrlc':.; Dy kt~ is 11 rnm nart bu i l t .in 10 J .C . ( ree rif:'. 1). The ram~)<"..rt 

ovo rl ies material c alled c ov0rl oam. T n c (} rir~in 0: th':t. materia l iE 

i n ( ~ U 0 s t ion, D 1 tho U if, hit L , t ho 11;; h t to {H:'. v cor i gin a t, e d by win d dE") ­

() f' i t. i o n • The: Hi r r) 0 t:i e 0 f t h i 5 r e :1 0 r t i G t () 1 n v (; s t 1:: ate the mat Po ria1 

ir.-dlul.lu t ely )H :n ('[: th the l'am:)nr t , in o rul. r tu 'LGcerttlin evidenc e of 

solI form~tion in the coverloum uri or tu i tE constr~ction • Fo ll o\"1i.nr,­

)LOTldon. f or an- ly s i s . ( s ( > (' fiG' .,. ) . 

r;-.'f. (. / .., ) Layc!l' l). 	 ( 7 • • .L . • .... I 

s~ (.> 1 e 'C 1. I ', t (I nC 1'1. d if'. r,. f..' " . , ' r • 

Brown ( lOYH <1./?,) l oa m. 

Firn con~ist~ncy when 

we t.. ~t o ne s l fl~. 

4) • 	 Hedd i c:-. ye l low ( 7 . flY H 6;6) :; : 1 nely l onm . Stunes an 

nebbles V(~ry no or, fine suban g u l ar structure . 

Weak con~istency when wet. 

5) • 	 Heddis h brf)wn (7. 5YH 7/ 6) sand:; loam. Stan e f; 15,L 

Coarse blocky structure. Joderate consiEtency w~cn 

" 

http:Follo\"1i.nr
http:ir.-dlul.lu


Organic nat-t e r (rags.I:l.O()~mn. ) nH 

Ln.:,.' er 1 5.5 

61 

0.7 

4 5 . 3 

Hi 

N.H. The 11 H v n 1 u e 0 f 1 a y f~ r :2 i;: l·dJ ~ C' 11 t 0. U C' tot \I f' f; f'I nll a m 0 111~ t (j f 

m n t t' r t Ii 1 a va i 1 Ll b 1 ( for a n a 1y G 1. E • 

Layer :2 c ()ntain:> t h e ~o ~; t organi c ~attcr 1'-11'1 rcn1' rscnts t. h(. ')ri.gin<'ll 

L;ro'.l nd :>llrfnc13 (::llb~(' G ll ent ly c ovrrcd by L l.j" cr 1 ) whic~. dup. to it ::; 

(xtrE;me t hinnesG, ha s eitrwr b l";;pn heavily c o rnor~ ; (" sed or remov ed. 

Lay (!r S D, 4 find [, are orog r cr, d vf~ l y 10\": c 1' in org a n ~ c r.la ttcr and fir e 

ruth€r aci d in rellction. Layer ~ is rcle.t-Lvcly low in stone content. 

anJ rany be partially worm sorted. Howev er , layer 6 shows a s imilar 

s tone cont ent, a lthough, above i t , layer 4 conta ins f5~ stoner . The 

vertical vnrio h ility of the stone content reay , therefore r~flect the 

original stune content of the coverloum and not worm sorting , alt.hough 

it i s not oDssitle to be certu in. 

Trie texture of t he profile as a whole indicate s good riraLnBg6 , 

as reflected by the strong ferric iron colourn of layers 3,4 and 5. 

The subungular/blocky structure of these layers indicates a soi l B 

horizon. 

It is nrobabl&, t herefore that layers 2 to 5 reoresent the A and B 

hor i zons of the original soil. The good drainage, low pH and low 

. , 



orgun!c content !ndicote a 1 0\'1 base stat u:: brown eart h type of soil. 

Also, t he organic content of tho A ho rizon ( lAypr 2) is low relative 

to normal brown earth sollr; (browll earLh ~C) ils which I have analy~cd 

contain 1I0 to 60~ marC:! organic :natt€r). This Stl6ges .... s t hat the ton­

soi l would have 6. high mineral conten t o f l ow b inrllr.g capacity. Such 

l1. toosol1, if vegetation \'las oarse , would be quite easily eroded in 

windy periods and thus exnlain it~ extrome thinness. nowever, 1 t 

is not possible to be conclusiv e. Al tcrnntlvely , the tooso! l may hav e 

been deliberately removed prior to the huilciing of the rampart or 

h nvily compr~Gsed. 

" 

Institute of Archaeology, Lo~don. 
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