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In January 1,D?H a thin section \'ifiS made of' a dark Hoil horizon froM a 

orofile at Shaugh Moor, Dartl:!oor. Tht? report, l,y it. Macnhail Hrld p~ 

Taylor, indicated that tlw sa",nle rC:lre:;'-'Ilt.f'd IJ burien ilh horizon of 

a fortner grollndsurfnce. Since t.hiH tlnle, fO)lr more nan1'11es from ShllUgh 

Moor have been recicvcd Bll{l i.nvesti.gatcd i~ tllin section. The ob.iect 

of the investigation WDS to ascertain whether these samnles also 

represent buried Ah horizons or Bh horizons of the nresent soil profile. 

OBSEHVATIONS: 

A). All the samples contain few mineral grains in all amornhous organic 

matri.x. 

H). The minB~al grains are bleached and show no evidence of leaching 

(i.e. illuviation). 

C). The nale brown pellety structure, as noted by H. Macphail in the 

preceding reoort, is :lresent in all the samples and is typical 

of Ah horizons. Bh horizons show a similar structure hut it is 

morR dense and of a darker colour. 

SUi.liAAHY: 

Micro~orphological observations indicate that all four samples are of 

similar constitution to the original sample (sep. preceding report). 

Tiley are largely organic, show no evidence of llluviation, contain 

bleached mineral grains (4uart~) and have a oale pellety structure. 

The samoles, therefore, reoresent a buried groundsurface (Ah horizon). 


